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By Tho. Hall, B. D. and Paſtor. of X in? ſnerton, 
er. 3. 15. 1 will bring you to Sion, and [| will give you Paſtors 
J according to m 1 which ſhall feed — —— 
and Under ſtanding, . 
1 Cor. 9. 7. Who goeth a Warfare at any time at hit own Charges ? 
Who planteth a Vizeyard;and eateth not of the frait of it 2 Or who 
feedeth a flock and catet h not of the milk, of the flack ? 


LONDON; | 
Printed by A. V. for Joſeph Cranford at the Caftle and Lyon 
in St. Paul's Church-yard, 1660, 


— 


he % — 6 2 
1 = | 
,a. 
„. H⁰ν,Ee mea LIBRARY . 
FOE THE LIBRARY 
of F. L. QAY 


Ke , 1916. 


— 


To the Right Worſhipfull, and bis much honoured 
Couſin, the Lady LUCY GRANTHAM 
of Ratcliffe pon · Soare, in the County of 
Nottingham, Grace and Peace: 


SJ Encfits (we fay ) are binders, and 


owe” 
* 


every Favour received makes the Re- 
= Ne ceiver a Debtor :. If this be fo, I 
e muſt needs acknowledge my ſelf py 

A indebted to You for thoſe many reall 
==) Fayours which from time to time You 
have ſhewed to me, and to my Sonns that have been 


Your Chaplaing, And, that I may not wholly dye 


ungratefully, I have ſent you a Scho'ars Gift, a Paper- 
preſent, as a Teſtimony of my beſt Reſpects unto Your 
Ladyſhip , who have been ſo eminent a Friend and 
Patroneſsto us of the Miniſtry ; and that in a time when 
ſo many hate vs, rob us, revile us, without a cauſe. - You 


have been more like a Nurfing-mother than a Friend 


to many of your neighbou ing Miniſters , eſpecially 
where their means is low: Your Ladyſhips readineſs 


to contribute to the augmenting of the Maintenance of 


Miniſters, and ſetting up of Preaching, where there 
is none; Your reſpeQfull Entertainment of the 
Miniſters of ' Chriſt weekly at Tour houſe; Your 
bounty in parting with confiderable Summes 2 

a the 


the breeding of ingenuous and hopefull Children for 
the work of the Miniſtry ; Your tender re ſpect eſpeci- 
ally to the Orphans of Miniſters ; Vout late disburſing 
of a conſiderable Summ at a bare motion of mine 
towards the breeding of a very hopetull childe, the ſon 
of a pious and painfull Miniſter , whoſe father is now 
with God; your great care for their family in Spirituals 
as well as Temporals ; your, conſtant Morning, and 
Evening Sacrifice there; and your care to ſee that your 
Family Ive Prayers, and live their Sermons , and live 
up to their Duties: and if any be found to be Drunkards, 
Fornicatours, Laſcivious, Sabbath-prophaners , &c. 
You quickly make them know, that thoſe who will not 
be ſervants to God, thall be no ſervants to you; your 

* Religious care in a timely providing of a pious and 
$,»4.1 ingenuous Inſtructor for the fatherleſs and mother leſs 
Mirrow Lütle One, which new lies ſolely upon your hands; as 
" Eſquire, he is 4 Samuel by name, ſo you endeavonr to make 
him 4 Samuel indeed, by infruding him betimes in 
the wayes of God, that ſo he may have a heart to 
improye that great Eſtate which providence hath caſt 
upon him, to the glory of that God that gave it; your 
carefull Obſervation of the Lords-day, not onely in 
the publick , but in the Intervalls of Divine Worthip, 
to keep your Family from. ſtraying ; you have not 
onely Repetitions, but alſo Reading of ſome practical 
Divinity conſtantly on the Lords day to your Family, 
Theſe things juſtly praiſe you in the gates, and though 
no tangue ſhould praiſe you, yet your works them- 
ſelves will do it: Yertwous actions are the beſt Oratours, 
and they 2 beſt, who do beſt; And though your 
Ladyſhip had rather do good, than hear of it; yet 
that others (in theſe laſk and worſt times, when the 
love of ſo many waxcth cold) may be incited to follow 
your 


your Lady 


a Plbus and Charitable Example, I could 
not but publiſh thoſe things to Gods e and your 
further encouragement in the work of the Lord. 
Twas the Commendition of Dortat, that ſpe made 


coates” for the poor whileſt ſhe lived (Acts 9.39.) ſhe 


did not as moſt do, put it off till death, and then 
make good wills, after all their evill deeds : but your 
Ladyſhip in your life-time hath expreſſed your bounty 
long. ſince to the Town of Nottingham, in giving them 
Two Hundred Pounds, as a Stock to be carefully - 
improved for the beſt advantage of their poor: beſides 
the dayly occaſional gifts to ſuch” as are reall Ob- 
jects of pitty and compaſhon, You have been Eyes 
to the Blinde, Feet to the Lame; a Father to the 
Fatherleſſe; a Mother to the Motherleſſe; Theſe 
you take into your Family, and when you have 
hatched them up, you part with conſiderable Summs 
to ſet them forth Apprentiſes ; And, which is wor- 
thy obſerving, your Ladyſhip hath been a great 
gainer by all this, God hath bleſſed your Sub- 
ſtance, and your Store, he hath made your latter 
end better then your beginning, and hath caſt 
riches on you in abundance, which you never loek- 
ed for; and, abore all, he hath given you a heart 
to improve what he hath given you to his praiſe z 
and to order your affairs with that diſcretion , and 
good Huſwifery, that thoſe who have farr greater 
means, yet do not the Tythe of that good which 
you do; and all becauſe they ſpend that in rio- 
tous feaſting , ſuperfluous building, keeping a kennel 
of Hounds, or ſome other finfull and exorbitant 
courſe , which diſables them, and diſpirits them from 
Works of Piety and Mercy, Now the good Lord 
remember you in mercy for all that you have 

a 2 done 


tows. for be _Heukry- den tis e and for 
155 05e Pe He . your luce of 
n-fold into — beben and when 


— have. ſerued — Generation here, be receive 


you unto himſelf in way. This is, and full be 
the PIRIE i: | 


Kings-Norton: 
Novemb. z. 1659. 


Your much obliged Kinſinan 
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To the Wor ſhipfull, and his honoured Friend 
RICHARD GREVIS 
of MoszLey Har, in the County 
of WorcesTER, Eſq. the 
TransLatoR humbly wiſheththe 
Muluplication of Grace, and 
the Continuation of Peace. 


— 


Worthy SIR: 


have emboldened my ſelf to offer 
that unto the World, under Your 
'Patronage , which, I believe, Your 
ſingular Modeſty will almoſt decline, 
and fear, Lour excellent Ingenuity will 
be ready to diſown, when you finde 
it ſo unworthy of the benigne influences 


A2 of 


1 The Er IS TL E | 
of your Eyes, much more of the Efflu- 
ences of your Name, Virtue, and 


Authority, by which You are able to 


Patronize any thing that makes You 
its Sanctuary of Reine Neither Str, 
have Principles of Policy onely per- 
ſwaded me to inſcribe Vour famous 
Name, and entitle Your Worthy 
Sell to this my imperfectien: but indeed, 
a deſire: to Expreſs and Teſtifie the 
Eſteem 1 have of the One, and the 
Love and Honour which I deſervedly 
have for the Other. If any man, in this 
nice Age, may be judged worthy to be 


the Object of a Dedication, it muſt be 


a Tbeophilus ; and, if any other, 1 do 
verily believe, you are a Theophilus 


if a ſober, moderate, Contemplative, 


ſerious life, adorned with many publick 


and 2 Exerciſes of Religion, Ex- 
preſſions of a Gracious Soul; if conſtant 
_—_ Oe agg 


 Depricarory. 
and vigorous Endeavours to reconcile 


Differences amicably, and ſuppreſs Sin 
Authoritatively; if an engaging, edi- 
fying, aweing preſence, to Wife, 
Children, ſervants; ifa ſweet friendly, 4 
charitable owning of Gods People; or 
a cordial, gladſome Entertainment of his 


faithfull Miniſters; if any of theſe, if all 


theſe will denominate a man a Lover of 
God, Accept, l pray you, Sir, this poor 
Oblation; and although I do not, can- 
not judg "this little Impolite Treatife 
worthy your Countenance or Patro- 
nage, yet | beſeech you, for the love of 
God, to ſtir up all your whole Soul, and 
improve your utmoſt intereſt to majn- 
tain and defend the Cauſe whicht 
in | ſtudy to Patronize, which is not — 
ſo much my Cauſe, as the Cauſe of 

all the Faithifall Miniſters of Chriſt, 


and not ſo much theirs neither , as 
Az Cͤbriſts. 


The ErisTLE Dapicarokr. 


Chriſts. Go on 1 beſeech You , and, 
whatever Troubles ſhall be upon the 
earth, whatever Diviſions, Diſtractions, 
Diſſettlements, Apoſtaſies are, or may 
be in England, yet ſtudy to approve 
Your Self to be a Friend to God's 
Cauſe, whom you lover; and Faithfull 
to the Intereſt of Jeſus Chriſt, in whom 

you believe. And ſo doing, that You 
may be bleſs d with dayes as proſperous 
as many, with a Crown as Glorious 


as — is, and ſhall be the hearty 
Prayer of. 


Str, | 
Long:Whattin Your Friend and Servant 
Jul 21 1659; in Chriſt Jeſus, 


Sam. Shaw. 


To 


TO. 3 $8 


Impartial. RE AD E R. 


— — 


Reader; | | 


* 


T 1s not long ſince, that a fuithfull Miniſter of 
Chriſt, my very loving Friend, preſented the 
| World with a Latine Treatiſe, vindicating and 
aſſerting the Neceſſuy,dignity and duty of a Golp:t. 
Miniſtry ; which when I had peru fed, and diſcovered 
(not onely by the teſtimony of the Epiſtles Commenda- 
tory, hut by my own Fudament )in it a great Acutentſs 
of Vit, a ſ weet Savour of a pious Di [poſttion, pertinent 
and cogent Arguments,full and ſatisfaclory Anſwers 
to a Objefttons militating again$t the Truth ; bold- 
ing Diſcourſe with him concerning it, I was hold to 
intimate to him, how conveniently and uſefully it 
might have been offered in a Tongue more known 
among ſt us, for the Conviftien and (; atisfattion of 
Engliſh Cavillers; Adding, That I thought , they, 
who had ſo much knowledge as to underſtand Latin, 
had alſo more Judgment than to need to be ſatiſſied 
in that thing: Whereugon, the Reverend Authour 
| concurring 


To the Reaven _ 


a. 


- 
We 
* 


ee 


leſire, and upon reluctanc to en 9. that, 
2 1 ont] wiſh Ahn been 22 : eie 
me with the Liberty of Paraphraſoug and Enlarging, 
by bis Letters, of = 11. and June 25. 16 38. hich. 
T ask I have accor dingly undertaken , being Influ- 
enced (I hope.) by a deſire to glorifie Gad, and 
have performed, being aſſiſted by the ſtrength of 
that God, whom I dtfare to glorifie. - Beſides what 
I bave already expreſs d and intimated, I need give 
no further Account of my * Fr but the Ap- 
prehen ſions which I then had. I fee dayly more and 
more juſtiſied of the proneneſs of our A poſtatix ing 
times to grow Antiminiſteriall. Pardon me, I pra 
thee , if, through my weakneſs, any of the A 5 s 
Ingenuity, elegancy or ſtrength be loft, or the Truth 
ſuffer through my Inability to vindicate it. And 1 
humbly beſeech Almighty God, that theſe poor En- 
dea vort may contribute ſome little towards thy ſatiſ- 
faction or Confirmation; towards the Edification and 
Provecation unto Duty, the maintaining the Main- 
tenance and Honor,the encouraging the Faintings and 


Fears of the Faithfull Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſi. 


CHAP. 


A P OL O G Y 


MINISTRIE 


Aud it s maintenance, & c. 


CHAP. I. 


HMatt. 5. 13. Te arethe ſalt of the earth. 
that will fpeak more for the commen- 
'N datjon of any thing, than to ſay it's good, 

| muſt ſay it's ſeaſonable: For he that 

8 ſought out acceptable words, hath as 


2 

7 fitly told ns, that 4 werd fitly ſpoken, is 
£ X She apples of gold in pickures of filver, Here's 
golden ſentence adorn'd with a filyer 
> 7 — ſeaſon, by ſo much the more uſefull, by 
| how much the more ſuitable, baving this 
addition to ic commodiouſnefs, that it may be ſo fitly accom- 
modated to our preſent times. And if we confider what haſt 
the furious frenzyes ot our age do make, intending the contempt, 
and (if it might be) the — of — 
Is 


2 In Apology for We Aaintſtry DAD. 
ſters, we may well compage it tothe ſeaſonable addrefſe of wiſe 
aligeil20 relolute Dayid. Or it you will, ler u be called, arbe- 
tote, agolden apple, and fothere's hopes it way retard the - 
loag 7 theſe cruell 4talants's , tät debgh' the rufhe of 

Chiiſfs Embaſſadors, What heiter labguage do the de vills 

drudges and emiſſaryes now e the Miniſters of the 

olpell, than, decgivers ef the people, Baal's pri. 
eee eee eee Thien b {pos 
ratjqn of Vipers, ra reαν wpolyes, Phited Walls, Rive ge, 

Merchants, Hypocrites, Dumb dogs, Simon Magul's, uncle an ſpirits, 

and whatever the malice of hell, or the madneſſe of men can 


devi e. A hat b confutation of luch calumyyes can we 
dete, thab th 905 nce ofdur "In 16 N. Je (neß the 
Dſturberpf FHngdäms, The Bettayer ings, the Butters 


- of the Earth, the Diſeaſe © the Lang, the Sweepings ot the 
Houſe, the Scumme of the Countrey, the Refuſe of the Nation, 


the Dreggs of the W the.off=igguring gf all ngg as the 
. off 1 ary buſy: aiythe [a the nb. 
1 t {efften 4 te gh ke conte thole voluminous aſper- 
ons that are caſt uon them; A cy jan encouragement. 
What though the Bovitt be e N eee Bletbren What 
though our Brethren be our accuſers for him; Vet Who hall 
lay any thing to the charge, or what can the charge be that any 
can lay upon thoſe whom Chriſt juftilyeth ? Loe, here the ſen» 
tence may loſe Pts order, and yet retain it's truth, wildomes 
Children are juſtifyed of her; ye arg tbe ſalt of the earth. 
Letusalicleſearch the context, that we may find the mean- 
Ft. When pur Sigur Hadin the very threſhold 


q PU348 of thi hiaſſad ones of the world, 
2h he mur A ** a difcourſe 
the Miniſters af the Goſpel, whole qualifications 


| by cheese metaphoyicall reſemblances of ſalt, Lgbr, 


| ON — — the one ſummary of 
« mille des, that the Miniſtats of the; Golpell muſt not only 
W ayets but Nogtf, Nreache 
Ca 


(ITY but Practicers, Talkers but 
Nad Nut have, Not only the falr of doctr ine, but the 
lighę ef cnverlatipn allo,, Bugmore: paticalazly, by this ſimi- 
izude of felt, he ſats qut ip ſj valy calauts, the neceſſity and elſi- 
Cacy Go(pall;:Miniftry,. Feta men ſeaſon fleth with'fale,”? 
ll abs, ſults of. ed, hai aon yl che Minilhry of 


156 the 


Chap. 1. and it's maintenant? 
the word/'thatneither the one, not e eottupted. 
The text i 4 Categor call propofition, łonſiſſing of ſubiect. 
a predicate, and a Copulative, The ſubjec is ye (Ii r.] ye my 
dilciples and allthe preachers bf the Gofpelf chat {hall ſucce ed 
you. The Copulative is are, not ſhall be for the ti to come, 
but at preſent ys are choſen and called ſo to be. T he predicate 
is, the falt of tbe earth. (i. e.) It is your office to ſexfory men, 
who are altogether unſayoury untill they be ſeaſoned witk the 
{alt of heayenly doctrines. As ſalt is the (caſoner of mears, fothe 


Miniſters ot the Goſpell are called falt from theft Mice ,* by 
way of reſemblance, becauſe they 'ſhonld'by* their editylttg 
language and exemplary life ſeaſon men, that they may be 
kept from the corruption of vices, and have the favou- 
ry relliſh of graces. And they are not onely Metaphorical- 
ly called ſalt , or the moſt excellent ſalt , becauſe they 
ſeaſon” 28 ſalt dorh+, but emphatically called the ſalt,” or 
the moſt excellent ſalt, becauſe they ſeaſon ſo 2 ho other 
ſalt can doe. Nay they are not only ſalt, and the ſalt, but 
the ſalt of the earth, not the ſalt of one Town, or City, or 
Iſland only, bur the ſalt of the earth, that is of 'thie ita» 
bitants of the catth, ye are ihe, ſalt of the earth, And yet they ate 
not properly ſalt neither, they are but the (alters, or feaſsgers, 
But our Saviour doth here aſcribe that which is propet to the 
dottrine of the Goſpel], to them that preachire. Obſerve by the 
way, that our Saviour in calling them the ſalt of the earth, im» 
plicitely prefers them before the prophets, who were only the 
ſalt of Iude«: But the Apoſtles and their ſucceſſors are the [alt of 
the earth, of the whole earth. Mat. 28. 19, Obſcrvealſothatin 
calling them ſalt, he doth as ĩt were make a ſecret promiſe of the 
power and efficacy of the Goſpell- Miniftry to feaſon the 
world, and to keep men from putrifying in ſinne. The ſence of 
the whole is plainly this, ye my Apoſtles and all theMiniſters of 
my ordinances, and paſtors of my Church, in 1 of the 
doctrine of the law and the Goſpell which yot hall preach, 
ſhall deliver men from the corruption, and filthineſſe of Tin, 
and ſhall render them acceptable and ſavory to God, whom by 
nature they cannot pleaſe. Loe here the uſefuflneſfe and ne: 
ceſſity of - a Goſpell- Miniftry ? When our Saviour cofhpares; 
it to lait, he commends it almoſt as highly, 28 if He bad ſaid 
it were incomparable; For their is nothing (according to the 

B 2 proverbe) 


Der. 


n Apolog y. for the Mini ſtiry Chap. l. 
proverbe) more uſetull and needfull, than the ſun, and ſalt, 
Take this docttinall concluſion for a foundation of the.fol- 
lowiog diſcourſe, tat 2 
The Miniſters of the Goſpell are the ſalt. of the world. ; 
This may eaſily be proved, Firſt. trom the nature, proper- 


tyes, and manifold vertues ot ſalt. Secondly from the titles 


that the ſpirit of God gives themjaScriprure.. Thirdly by argu- 
ments. 11: OF Lu © a 
1. The Firſt property of ſalt is to ſeaſon taſtleſfe and hnſa- 
voury things, It is a foveraigue; condiment and fiogularly 
uſefull and neceflary% And it may be called the condiment of 
condiments, not only becauſe it excells them, but alſo becauſe ir 
helpes them, and contributes to their goodneſſe. And it hath 
that to commend it which few of out ſpices have, even it's ne- 
cellity. Spices are the ſuperfluous ornament of meats, but ſalt 
theic neceſſary condiment, It is ſo neceſſarily ſubſervientto the 
ſeaſoning of meats, and rendting them fayoury, and grateſull to 
the palate, that it hath deſerved and found the name of Natures 
balſome, andthe Soul of bedyes; wherefore nature hath wiſely 
mixt ſalt with all well compounded bodyes, to ſeaſon, and pre- 
ſervethem from corruption; as may be exemplityed inthe ſalt 
urine of beaſts, and the ſaltneſſe of roots: and is ſo commonly 
received, that every Smatterer;in Chymiſtry will tell you that 
Salr, Sulphur, and Mercury are ingredichts in all mixt bodyes. 
Thus the Miniſtry ot the Goſpell is the ſalt of the world, 
without which our condition is deſperate and deplorable, Nei- 
ther could I tell what anſwer to make, if one ſhould aske me. 
How it comes to paſs that men abound with errors in their 


| heads, wickedneſs in their lives, and corruptions in their hearts, 


but this, They are not ſeaſoned with this ſalt. Our whole na- 
ture without this is unſavouty, nauſeous and. indeed 
odious to God, as the Plalmiſt deleribes à pure (that is, an im- 
pure) nature, Pf, 14. 1, 2, 3. without this ſalt, what is the wil- 
dome of the wold but a world of tolly ; what are morall ver- 
tues, but corrall vices, which tub the gums indeed, to make 
men appear well as to the teeth outward, but notchanging or 
gen ele heart and mind? Nay how can any ob- 
lation indeed pleaſe God that wants ſalt, Ley, 2.13. Or any 
thing pleaſe a judicious palate that iz unſeaſoned? Can that 
which is unſayoury be eaten without (alt, 1b. 6. 6. As if he 

| had. 


ps 1: and it 5 maintenance; \ 
had ſaid, can any one be delighted with meat that has not been 
ſeaſoned with ſalt? So, take away the Miniſtry of the word, 
and all worldly things ate preſently unſavoury, gladneſs js 
converted into fadneſſe, or the beſt joyes are but toye sat beſt, 
the pureſt gold is but droſy; and they deferye no better Cha- 
raRet than lob triends, Phyſicians of no value, Iob. 13. 4. Miſera- 
ble and troubleſome comfort uns, Iob. 16. 2. Itis neceſſary therefore 
that men be ſeaſoned with this heavenly ſalt, that they be not 
corrupt Fon gfhece is nothing better to preſerve our hearts 
from corruption than the fayory Miniſtty of the Goſpell. 

2. Another property at ſalt is Acrimony. Salt by it's acri- 
mony, bites, eats, pierceth, : pricketh. Flatneſſe, faintneſſe and 
want of ſharpneſſe is a defect in ſalt. | | 

Thusthe preaching of the law pierceth and pricketh the 
conſciences of ſinners, that they ſeek tothe Goſpell for aſalye, 
48. 2. 39, This makes men ſound in the faith, therefore Paal 
commands Tita: to corn the Cretians with this ſalt, Tit. 1. 13. 
Rebuke them tharply, that they may be ſound in the faith. As Elizha by 
caſting ſalt into the ſpring of the naughty waters, healed them, 
ſo our naughty and batten hearts being ſeaſoned with the falt of 
Gods word am ſpirit, becomes pleaſing and acceptable to God. 
Moreover as ſalt by its ſharp heat, penetrates, attenuates, and 
worketh the whole lump, fo there is nothing more piercing 
than the word of God, hewing like an axe, and ſlaying like a 
[Word. Hes. 5. 6. He that would underſtand this property of 
Gods word, let him conſult and examine the Apofilertix b jo 
thets. Heb..4+ 12+ It is quick, powerfull, ſharpe, piercing, Ui. 
viding, diſcerning. It is of ſuch a ſubtiſe and ſharp natuxes that 
it can divide, where the ſubtile wits of Metaphyficians can 
ſcarce make a mentall or notionall diſtinction, e ven between 
ſoul and ſpirit, and where the (harpeſt inſtruments of Chirurgi- 
ons can hardly divide, even between the joynts and the mar- 
row. And can diſcern that, which the moſt acute and quick- 
fighted judge. with the contributed diſcoyeryes of never ſo 
many faithfull witnefles cannot diſcern, e ven the thoughts an d 
intents of the heart. : 

3. Salt refiſteth corruption, and by its acrimony conſu- 
meth whatever is vitious in the body; ſucks out all putrid. 
and excrementitious humouts, with Which the flelb is ins 
fected; conlolidates the ſubſtantiall parts by, unitiog the; 

B 3 native 


An Apology fene , Chap: 1, 
native vertue/,..[thaiddg” dp" ThE Fare paffiges, and 
hurting out the injurious aſfzults of the extraneous 
avre. ; 3 * 4 
ä Thus the Miniſters of Chriſt do the worke ol alt by plucking 
up fin by the Yropty, which is thar corfupt and noxious humor, 
which hathidiffufed ity: n This the 
falt of the Wotd expel dy reprovinig Ertom, by waſting the 
fiofult delites of the old man, and by harduing the new 
— >2gainft all infuryes, and hy kortilying it agaioſt all 
D COMM I ALES | 
This falt'of the Word therefore” wit H 4 conſtant, and care- 
full hand i to be ſprinkled, by declating the nature aud aggra. 
vations of fin, to prick the heart, nor to titkle the eates, and 
which may be entertemed with the beating of the breaſts, not 
the clapping of the hands.” For 1 had rarthzt that men 

acht their teeth, and beat their heads, than nad wich their 
heads under og Miniftt be teares of the congregation 
ought to be moſt in 6ur'eFe, Aud their inarticulate groans d 
leaſt ſpeak forth our commendations. Hence the Holy Ghoſt 
every where in Scripture puts ſuch a price upon falt becauſe it 
ſignũ yes that mortification, which ſo reftrairiesthe foft effemi- 
nacyes and delicacyes of the fleſh, and all ſweercarnail delights 
and tickling pleaſures, and hinders the inordinate affections of 
the fleſh from ſhewing themſelves in the fleſh. This grace doth - 
that to the ſpirit which ſalt doth to fleſh, which will not ſuffer 
it to putrifye, and diſſolve into corruption and filthineſſe, as it 
3 1 doe, were it not conſolidated and hardned there- 
with. ; 

4+ Salt begets an appetite to meat or drink, and is fouſefu]l 
in meats that we ſcarce know how to live without it. Bread 
requires a mixture of this to ſeaſon it, and italſo begets an appe- 
titeto drink. * 

Thus the preaching of Gods word doth beget an exceeding 
thirſt after heavenly things. It may moſt truly be ſayd of theſe 
waters of the Sanctuary, Quo plus ſunt potey plus fitiuntur, I he 
more a man drinks of them, the more he thall thirſt atter them. 

It cannot be ſayd of this water, as our Saviour ſayes of the 
grace of God, Ioh. 4. 14. He that drinketh of it shall never thirft 
more, but rather, he ſhall thirſt the more: when Peters hearers 
had taſted ſome of this falt, ſee how they thirſt after the 

: water 
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Water of life, after ſal vation. Act. 2. 39. For ſo {ayes the text, 
RY beard "this, they ſayd, Men and Brethren, what ball we 
WY err tet „b d ROME 19940001 
' 5+ Salt is the Symbol or Hieroglyphick of wifdome, Hence S 

wiſe men, and fools have names given them in Latine from ſalt: inſulſ; [a- 
as alſo all kind ol jeſts, and wittineſſes in ſpeech, and feſtivity do lei. 
_ their name from — In ſo much as to reach a man 
alt is interpreted by ſome people as an indignity, as much in 
eee ee 

Thus the Miniſters of the Goſpell do correct the fooliſh. 
manners of the world, and render them ſavory. Take away 
this condiment, and you take Way all reall and true wiſ- 
dome out ot the world; It mea re ect the word of the Lord, 
wa wildome can there be en petite in them. ler; 8. 9. 
The' word ot our Saviour, Whe'is' the wiſdome of the 
facher', is enough to make us alfo* wiſe unto Salvati- 


On. "20" 
6. Sal isan embleme of duration, perpetuity and incorrup- 
uon. It is good Phyſick for natures! mptions, preſerving 


fluid and waſting matter; and che ke per hing me putritytbg 
bodyes long- liv d. Hence an e verlaſting covenant is called a 
Covenant of ſalt, Numb. 16. 19. 1. Chr. 13. 5. And Let wite 
Was converted into a pillar of ſalt, notenty that the might be 
iaſtead of: a condiment to us, butia perpetuall Monumeribalto 
of Gods judgments: ſo the Covenant pteacht by the Apeſlles 
was truly 2 Covenant of ſajt, mote durable than the pillais 
of the earth; or the poles of heaven, and: happily himing to us 
that every one ofthe ſaithfull is fo confirmed in the Covenant 
of God by faith, that by the ſalt of iflichions they an 
he preſerve. :fqte agamit allo kinth ob tempta tions and al- 
Dult. RA Mg NAI. 20 e 8 .*33 ger 
Zut this heavenly falrgyfarre excells that katthly (alt, 25 erer- 
nity exceeds diuturuity. hat may preſet ve a long time, bot 
this Will pteſerwe longet 1h awvtiones us that falt doth but 
prefer ver hing io mug ,p] but hin redecins' them 
om the cottun ich, ib zigb e e oY 
„- Sal is a ſymbobandi ſĩg nitzpant oßffĩiendſhip. It p'eſetves 
8 amity of the me bers one amongſt ihother, and deſet ds 
—— — trom corruption; and is che reſort c- 
led the ſoul at the holy. u Bord, the toute! dot not! — 
' TR. tu ure 
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ſtis cture to be diſſol ved, and fall in pieces, o ſalt doth keep in- 
animate bodies from corruption and putrifaction, and ſaffers 
them not to periſh, but playing the ſoule, as it were, reſiſteth 
death, Hence Antiquity above all things required ſalt at the 
table, becauſe it ſigniſyed the perfection and perſeyerance of 
triendſhip. And theretore many of the Heathens--(andeven 
ſome of us who inherit their ſuperſtition) counted it ominous 
and unlucky if arany time it happened that the ſalt were ſpilt 
upon the table, as though by thiz-ſome breach of friendſhip 
were portended. * 
Thus the Miniſtry of the Goſpell, although by chance and 
inditectly it occaſion diviſions and warres (as fr Saviour 
brought not peace but a ſword) yet direly, intentionally and 
of itlelf,.it both creates and conſerveth the. amity, peace, and 
union of the fai „ both with their God and amongit them- 
— The Goſpell is properly and deſervedly ſtyled the Goſ- 
ell ef peace. | 
: 8. Fe is mediĩcĩnall to the body. It is a medicament as well 
as. a.condiment. Therefore Phyũitians ſay that new-born-in- 
tant: ould be ſpripkled withſalt or ſalted water, not only to 
ſcourg aff all uncleanneſſe, but allo to conſolidate the members 
of the body, and to bind up and heal the wound of the navell. 
To which God himſelf alludes, Exek. 26. 4. For ſalt doth 
certainly . conferre 2a. folidity and fatneſſe to. naturall bo- 
dyes. va} M17 vy «+ IE 5 ci! Mn 
Thus the beavenly ſalt is neceſſary for theſpirituaNl new- 
born habes, 1 Pet. 2. 2. Withour,which we can neither be 
cleanſed, nor cured, ner ſtrengthned, as will appear liere- 
alter. a 694 04 wx (SJ - 3 WE I 42*-4 * 1 
9. Salt * as, Lev. 
2. 13. Er. 6. 9. 22. zel. 42. 2. Mar. 4. 49 laerĩ- 
de (chat is every ſpirituall and acceptable «ſaeribce) tool be 
ſalted with fire and with ſalt (5. e.) with the Gre of aMiQion, and 
the ſalt of wiſdome, mottiſi cation and integiity- ot life and do- 
Arine. For 34 meats ſeaſoned with ſaltare moſt acceptable to 
the palate, ſo the ſpiriiuall ſacrifices which are-ſeaſoned with 
this kind of ſalt, are moſt pleafing to God, God will have ne ho- 
ney, (i. e.) no carnal delights, wordly pleaſures, or werdly 
men in his ſacrifices., Fot in ſacrifices a contrĩte ſpirit is re qui- 
god, and therefore honey is forbidden, Ley, 2. 11. But corro- 
: ding 
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ding and biting ſalt Was there required and uſed in ſacrifices by Sas mo- 
the very Heathenzjthe de vill framing a piece of worſhip like ls, & ſalſæ 
that of God:. 9 de adit fruges. 

10. Salt is a communicative thing, and therefore is called 
good, Mar. * 50 Now as every good thing is communicative 
and diffugye of itſelf, ſo ſalt, not only eſcapes corruption it ſel}, 
whilit it tetaines it's naturall'Rrength, but alſo preſet ves all 
other things uncorrupted, to Which it communicates it ſelf, | 

It keeps fleſh from ſtinking, wine from ſowring, renders 
meat la vory, and many other wayes is excellently advantagi- 
ous. So that it ſeem to be but adequately ſpoken by the pro- 
verb, Sole & ſale nibit utilius. abs 

Thus every diſciple, and much more miniſter of Chriſt ovght 
to be ſalt, not only themſelves good, but communicating to 
others of their goodgeſſe. David will teach tranſgreſſors Gods 
wayes, Pſ- 51. 13. And Abraham was a good man, of whom 
God was perlvyaded, that he would command his Children and 
his houſhold after him to keep the way of the Lord, Gen. 18. 
19. And as God is perſwaded of Abrabam that he would com- 
mand his children, ſo Chriſt commands Peter to ſtrengthen his 
b-ethren, Lak. 22. 32. Our Saviour himſelf ſets a Coppy of 
this, lob 5. 39. Come and ſee, And Philip imitates him in this 
commun icarivenefle, © crying out to Nathaniel as ſoon as 
he met him, with the Philoſophers iwns iwe have found him. 
&c. v. 45. and will have him, alſo to come and ſee. v. 46. 
The Apoſtle would have his Coloſſians to know hem they ought to 
anſwer every man, to this purpoſe he commends to them gracious 
ſpeech, and he knowes not how to phraſe that better, than b 
ſpeech ſeaſoned with ſult; Coll. 4. 6. (i. e.) with grace and wil - 
dome, communicating ſaving knowledg to the feoliſh, admini- 
ſtring conſolation tothe afflicted, - and giving wiſe and whol- 
ſome anſwers to all. 

11. Salt makes green wounds ſmart, 

Thus the Miniſtry of the word, requiring ſelf-denyall, re- 
proviog fin, and applying the tetrors of the Law to galled con- 
ſciences, brings griefe and Bitternefſe to the fleſh, and 
renders the preachers of it hatefull and terrible. Chen ſeſlom⸗ 
*{peakes gravely and appoſitely, Chriſt ({ayth he) calls not 
« the Apoſtles teachers of Palefline, but of the whole earth, nei- 
ther doth be barely call _ teachers, but * - 

2A 
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And chis is to;ba wWoncked at, that they that did not flattern 
& and day be, but wound and piercs and hutn the conſciences, 
4% like ſalt, were yet therein deſirable, and thereby: beloved 
in ſpite at the proverb, Truth bringsfotthbatred, 

12, Salt is very fruidull. Witneſſe the ſruitfullneſſe of the 
{alt ſea, wherein, ( witneſle. the P ſalwiſt. P/ 20, 25+), are innu- 
merable creeping things, and both fall and great beaſts, Pig» 
tar ih reports that mice bred more abundantly in Ships that 
carry ca. Leacbery hath its name in Latide from (alt, and luſt- 
fully enus derives bat pedigree from the (alt ſea, And cettainlyno 
land- creature & fo ſtuitſull at all thole axe that inhabit the Sea. 

Thus nothing is more ftuitſull than the ſound and ſubſtanti- 
all MUiniſtry of the word of God, one Peter by one Sermon caught 
thretz thouſand ſoules tor Chriſt, 48. 2. 41. The multitude of 
believers is propheſyed to the Goſpal-times. Ph. 110, 3. From 
the goof the morning then haſt. the, dew: of thy youth. A much as 
if 17 55 Childten Gall; bg born to, C hriſt byihe preaching 
or ne trorp 
diſpatſe themſelves fate and noarabeing as i were conceived in 
the womb. ot the carly morning Oh would to God that the 
thirſty. vineyards of the Ghurch were watered, and refreſhed 
alſo with the evening dew of Vw, in theſe laſt and worlt 
times; or that thrae thogſand PS, might with three thou · 
n eee thauſand ions or danghters to 

— a” if : 
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8 Salt is oha naturs both fiery:and wargries Fon it is arp 
lige tite, and frets and ſharpens the ſire ĩnta whichit ĩ : cgaſt And 
il it he caſt. into water; it (elf i pre Ie nt rofolved into Water. 
Thus the Miniſtess of the Soſpeſi are them ſalt aſ cha ca. 
For by thef S with, 
love to, and aaa for Sd. And: as ſah melte and diſſolves chat 
it may the better preſerve fleſh from putrefation, ſo is it the 
part of a good paſtor, as it, Were, to wear and waſt himſeli by 
Iabouts and warchiggs, that ſo the people cammitied ta his 
charge may. be ſayed from tha corruption at fins ſuch. ſalk was the 
Apolſtle Paw, who denyed himſel f, lept himſelf under cut him- 
ſelf ſhart, ſpared not himſelf, but ſpent; hiſelf that he might 
gzin ſoules to Chxiſt , 2. Cor. 14. 15. Jill em gladly ſpend; all 
mine). fel) bent Jar haut fü. d 
24. Kaltis 24308 Y men, II is not only to be found 
8 5 upon 


Chap, I. | und it s maintenanee. f 11 
upon the tables of the rich, but even with the pooreſt, where 
there is ſcarce a table to be found. Thus ought the Miniſters of 
the Goſpell ts be lo eaſy and common, rhat he that ſee ks them 
may eaſily find them, and ſo facile and amiable in their carriage, 
that no one may fly their preſence, that deſires to learn of them. 
Aud it is the Apoſtles mind that they be apt to teach. 2. Tim. 2. 
4. and that in ſeaſon ang out ol ſealon, not being rendred idle, 
by regard had to private ptoſit, pleaſute. ox eaſe. Nay it ought to 
be reputed their greateſt gain to gain ſouls to Chriſt; their grea- 
teſt pleaſure to ſee many take plealure in godlineſſe, and by 
their Mimiſtty be made pleaſant and acceptable to God; and 
their greareh cals tot. e paint in the vineyard of Chriſt, to bring 
chetu to ſight of their ſius that ace ſetled gpon their lees and 
ore at eaſe in Sion. Let us pray the Lord ot the harveſt there - 
fore that his Werd may not cteep but ge, nay tun, and be 
glorityed in thechearts, words and works of, men. 2. Theſ. 
3. 1. Fot a good thing, the more common it is, the better it is. 
F. Set i 4 figa of deſolation and a cutſe to thoſe things 
which it doth not ſeslon: as we may ſee. cb. 2 9 · And that 
which me Hebrew Ealls ſaltnefe, that we tranſlate hrenνÜ. 
PVS. 34. 41s the Spaniards uſtome te ſprinkle the. houſe 
of thole that are convigted. of thigh aagſen with ſalt; and the 
Lew eg manner tdow plate withdalt whenthey infepdedito 
make i: deſolate and lay it waite, as Abimelech did. . + 45 
Foralthough ſalt be — —_— tor the c of meats, 
and eher a{ts,perby zealon of itsferymajureit qe ſtioyes, and 
exhales:ihe — cenidnns that is. in root es and betbs, and in 
hat Oauatseyts, acceinpe hatr,αονeʒ For in. cold Connie; 


it is inſtead af TRA When art Ava {nil 
rdens Ik heartsthat will not be ſeaſoned 


Thus the Goſpell ha 
by ir, I. 6, 9, to. and is the ſavor of death unto death. 2. 
Cer. 2. 16. as to the godly it is a ſayor of life unto life. And 
no wonder, for it is very uluall in humane thingsthatthelagme 
wTHing being in it eff good and profitable, proves good toſome 
and hurtſull to ethers, and upon many has an operation beſides 
its nature. The Sun it ſelf by its beams helps {ome to ſee, and 
| blinds. the, ſight of others. And as ſalt, ſo the word of God, 
according to the divetſity of the ſubject, becomes either uſetull 
or hurtful]. 
16. Salt is a Symbol of difcretion and prudence, If it be 
C 2 moderate ly 
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moderacely mixed Sick meats, it preſents the palate with 
a pleaſant relliſh, but to much of -it-renders it unſavou- 


11 hus let the Miniſters ofthe Goſpell do all things with di- 
{cretion and judgment, leſtby too much and indiſcreet affeati- 
a of bitter and harſh expreſſions and applications, and repre- 
enting the graces like fur yes, they diſaſſect the uditors againſt 
thetruth ot the docttine, arid render-it nauſeous, and odious to 
them. Let them uſe ſuch a moderate and conyenient mixture of 
Law and Goſpe), whereby the tharpaeſſe ofthe one may be le- 
nifyed; and the lenity ol the other may be ſharpned, and both 
together may be edifying. and uſctull ; that the Goſpel may 
note: men altogether fie (till, nor the Law: make them run out 
ir pits, For ĩt is oux defign to ſeaſon not m—_ 
tet toſalt 1 not to ſubvert "The proves well 
re muſt buy (alt and ele. Oyle gni en leni > acri- 
Ws 15 ore the ſons of Lebe Phyſicians wir e with falt, 
I, too cortoſi ve. | 
WAH be come the Sons of the prophets to imitate theſe 
bs *: ly . oyle of gladneſſe into the wounds which 
t terrots of the Law. Let them ſa divide the 
ath, that weak conſciences. be not [allowed up of 
he immoderate auſteriry ofthe law, nor licentious 
age by eden ane e War, of 
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. CHAP. II. 


Thetitles of Dignity, Vtility, Neceſſity, and Efficacy, which are given to 
the Miniſters of Chri#t, 


Te Holy Ghoſt hath ſet upon the heads of the Miniſters of 
, Chriſt many glocious inſcriptions, and given them the at- 
tributes of many worthy names, and hath thought good to call 
them, The ſal: of the earth, the ſun and light of the mord, Men of God, 
prophets of God &c. as may appear in the following diſcoyery. 

t+ They are called the ſalt of the earth ; which expreſſion We 
bave already inſiſted upon. 

2. They are called the light of the world, Mat. 5. 14. Now 
what js either more profitable or more pleaſant than bght ? 
Without it we cannot diſcern between things that differ, goe 
about our employment, or decline pits and precipices.”” 5 

Fhis calls tor clearneſſe of docttine, & cleanneſſe ol life & ex- a 
actly expreſſeth the ſoveraigne excellency of the Goſpel · Mini- 
ſtry, & this light of the world far excells the light of this world. 
For the ſun only profits them that ſee, but this light of the Goſ- 
pel- Miniſtry enlightens them that fee not, 2. The ſun is oft ob · 
{cured & curtain'd under clouds; But in the very midſt of night, 
and amidſt the thickeſt clowds and afflictions, there is clear day- 
light inthe Church. 3. Theſun of this world oft ſets and leaves 
us in the dark, but this light of a Goſpell- Miniſtry ſhall never 
ceaſe, till that ſun ſhall ceaſe to be light, and that world ceaſe 
ta be. It is ſuch a light, that if ic were taken away, the whole 
world would be wholy ovet-ſpread with the groſsnefle of 
darkneſſe, the darkneſſe of fin, and finfull errors. Hence it is 
that God himſelf oppoſes di1knefſe to divination, Mic. 3. 6. 
Irs true, Chriſt Feſus the light of the world, and the ſun of tigh- 
teouſneſſe, properly, eſſentially, originally, perfeRly, inten- 
fively, and extenſively: But his Miniſters are imperteR lights, 
as they partake and communicate of him, and depend upon him. 
They are the lights enlightned, and enlightning the world with 
the light ol the Goſpell, lob. 5. 35. 44. 26. 18. Row. 2+ 19. 
Although indeed all Chriſtians are alſolights in their meaſure, 
and ought to ſhine as lights in the world, as Children of the light, 
Phil, 2. 15. Yet this title is by way of Eminence due to the 
Miniſters of.Chriſt, becauſe they ought in an eſpeciall manner 

S.* ' a 
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An Apolo y for the Miniſtry Chap. II. 
to ſhine in life and doctrine; and alſo becauſe Gdd doth by their 
Miniſtry kindle the iu wa d light, a id illuminate the ſoul. How 
great then is the made ſle of and How great à contradiQion is 
it in the libertines ot our age, who labour to extinguiſh the Mi- 
niſtry of the word, and in the mean time piecend and allow a 
new light. 

3. They re called, Men of God, (i. e.) Men of God's on, 
and efpeciall ending, I his title is frequently given io the pro- 
Phrets, 2s to Mofes, Dent. 33. 1. toSamuell 1. Sam. 9. 6. as allo 
to others. t. Sam. 2. 27. 1. King. 13 1. and indeed to all 
others, 2. Pet. 1. 21. After wards to the Miniſters of the Gaſo 


720 r. Tim. 6. I. 2. Tim. 3. 17. Neither doth, Paul call 


by bnly # manvf Gal, but allo evety Miniſter of Chrilt, by 
way bf Eminence. Por it is ah Hebraſſme, and ſigniſyes holy 
men or men familiar with God, And it is anemphacicallpara-' 
phraſe, For 284 maovf Belial lignifyes a very wicked man, and 


4 nth of blood, à very ctuelt and bloody man, Se 4 Man of Gd 


fignityes'a Godly, aud godlike man. | * 

They're called Propbets of Ged. which title is not only 
attribated to them that can foretell things to come, but alſo to 
any that are any way incerprerers of the Will of God. Mat. 10. 
41. Where to receive a propher, is to receive a Miniſter or preacher 
of the Goſpell. For thete diſcharge that Tacred employment, 
which the prophets under the old Teſtament dilcharged, and do 
alſo interpret the wrtitiogs of thofe prophets, 1. Cor. 14. 3. 
1. Theſ. 5. 20. 

F. They ate called prieſſs of God, Which name although it 


| properly belong to the Levites, yet is improperly applyed to 


ſpiricaall ptiefts, offering up ſpirituall ſacrifices to God, In 
which fenſe all the faithfull are Taid to be pres te Gd. Rev. 1. 
6. and a royal prieſthood 1. Pet. 2. 9. And the Minilters af the 
Goſpell are prieſts, in that by the preaching of the word they 


ſub ſect men to God. Paul was ſuch a prĩeſt offering up the Gen- 


tiles. Rom. 15. 16. And ſuch are all other preachers of the 
Goſpell, in praying for the people, and conſecrating themſelves 
to God in a moxe peculiar manner, 

6. They ate called bearers of the yefſels of the Lord, Iſ. 524 IT» 
in whoſe preſence they ſtand. Deut. 10. 8. and whoſe {ubſti- 
tures they are, being appointed to preach, adminiſter Sacr 
ments,and to other ſacred employments. Let theſe bearersof the 


y:{els 


weſſels of the Lord, have their own veſſels holy tothe Lord, and 
handle holy things in a holy manner. For if the Miniſters of 
the tabernacle muſt be clean in heart and hands, how much 
more cleanneſle is required at our hands both towards God 
and men, Who carry not the veſſels, but the word of the 
Lord. 

7. They axe called Stewards, or Diſpenſers of the Myſteries of God. 
1. Cor. 4. 1. 2. Tit. 1. . that is, ot Grace, luſtification; San - 
Rification, and Salvation. Neither ate they the ſtewards of 
Emperors, or Kings, but of the heavenly houſcholcer. Now 
the great commendation of a ſteward is his faithfullneſſe. Lak, 
12+ 42. And the beſt expreſſion of faithfullneſſe is to deſign his 
Maſters profit and credit, and not his own; andalfo to ferve his 
Maſters will, and not his own, in adminiſtriog the affayres of 


the family. He accomodates his diſtributions to the capacity of 


the ſubjec; gives milke tothe babes, and ſtrong meat to ſtropg 
men; and alſo purgeth the family of all corrupt. members. 
Hence it is that they have received the Keys from God, with 
which they open the gates of hea ven to believers, and lock them 
againſt the unbeljeyers. Mat. 16. 19. Now the Lord who hath 
in effect call'd us ſtewards, effeQualiy call us to be faithful}, 
8. They are called /r en, or Reapers in the Lords harveſt, 
and Vine dreſſers, whom he ſends into bis vineyard, Mat, 9. 37,20. 1. 
b. Thef, 3. 2. 2. Tim. 2. 15s This phraſe denotes not only 
the neceſſity of a Goſpell- Miniſtry, but the diligent laborioui- 
neſſe of the Miniſters. Thoſe that aſſert the eaſineſſe of a Mini- 
ſters employment, will not (I believe) ſpeak ſo much in favor 
ofa Reypers work, and yet their employments run parallellin 
the Sctiptute dialect. Miniſters are called Reaper; Naw Res? 
pers you know, are expoſed to the heat of the Sunne, the vio- 
lence of winds, ſhowrs and ſtorms, which kard{hips do requĩte 
a ſtrong and hardy nature, not a man accuſtomed to idleneſſe and 
pleaſure. Miniſters break themſel ves with labours, n 
waſt ihemſelves with watchings, and are therefore called labou- 


res 1, Tim. 5. 17. ſuch labouters as husbandmen, reaperum 


Souldyers, who weary themſelves. with working, For 
ſuch is the force of the Greek phrafs. 

The employment of the Miniflers of Chriſt is ſo laborious, 
that it attenuates and confumes.the body, impaires theftrength, 


haſteas old hairs to yaupg:heads-to-the grave. Our _ 
| riſt.: 


4 


ry 


4D. . ANG 'S Malnnnrexaance, 


the Goſpell ate as much Gods, as it is poſſible for one to be that 
ſtands only in Gods ſtead, for of them it is that God ſaith, He 
"that beareth you, beareth me, and be that deſpiſeth you deſpiſeth me, 
Luk, 20. 16. 

11. They are called V/atcbmen. If. 62. 6. Ter. 6. 17. Ezech. 3. 
17. and 33. 7. Hos. 9. 8. Heb. 13. 17. So called, becauſe they 
foreſee the future dangers, and warn the people ot them; as'a 
watchman ſeeth the enemy comming afarr off,) and by the gi. 
ving of a ſign warneth the inhabitants. The Miniſters of the 
Golpell watch over the ſouls of the people, that they be not 
led aſide by errors, nor periſh ĩn their fins. And this they doe by 
preaching, praying, re prov ing, and other exerciſes of their cal. 
li , * N 1120 
. They ate called Pans, or Shepheards, II. 63: tr. Ter. 
3.15. Ioh. 10. 2, 12. Nowy ina Shepheard there is rœqdited 
1. Diligence and induſtry, to feed the flock, to reduce the 
ſtraying, to heal the ſick, to preſerye the Whole. 2. Cut 
to detend the ſheep, and reſiſt the woven 3. Faithifgltneffe, 
to teſtore the ſheep to their Maſter, conteling fimielf: 2 {ery nr, 
and not the Maſter of the florc. 3. Wikdome and n 

whHih 


know whether to uſe his voyce or his ſtaffe. . Pititn 
hatdineſfe, to endure the winds;theſtorms, and tempeſts Hh 
he is expoſ d to, as Iaceb complains of himſelf, Gen. 31. 31,39, 
40. Thus the Miniſters of Chriſt; do feed theC 12 155 
of 'Chrilt, with the food of heavenly* doArine, ay them 
the poy ſdnous and rotting paſlures of hereticks, an . oor 
from them; and do allo govern-the ſheep committed 'tb/ tet 
withthe rod of diſcipline. - rae 
13. They are called builders of the Church. Eo. 4. 77, 
12, 1. Cor. 3. 10. For by their doctrine the people of God 
ate built up- aud do grow in fach and 'muraat] charity. The 
Chusth lo God is a building, the Maſter builder or Architects 
God, the inferiour woikmen are his Miniſters, whereof ſofne 
lay the foundation, others build upon it, that ſo we may be- 
come as a temple firfor God to dwell in. The propters of old 
were Gods maſons, Hof. 6. 5. T-bave hewt#them by the Hof herr. 
For as the Maſon cutts, hes and {quares the ſtones, ſo'bythe 
means of the law do the Miniſters of C hriſt, hew us, ſquare, & pre» 
pare us, that we may be fit materialls for the building up ofa ſpi- 
rituall houſe, Thus oughtthe Miniſters of Chriſt like wile _ 
D ers 


15 


. 


a Apotogy. for the liniſir) map. II. 
ders prepare every particular houſe committed to their charge: 
to be ſome partin this building, wherein let them uſe diſcreti- 
on according to the nature of their matetialls, breaking ſome. 
ſtones in pieces bꝛſore they can make good wW Oi of them, ſqua- 
ring and {mootaing others by gentler inſtruments, cuttting and 
hewing all by the law, and plaining. and placing and com- 
pacting and building up by the Goſpell, all that are fo: 
cut. 0 

14. They ate called Chrifts witneſſes. Toh. 15. 27. Act. 1. 
8. Rev. 2. 13+ 11. 3+ 22. 16. Now they wicneſle to Chriſt, 
both by their preaching, as by a verball, and their converſatians, 
as by a praRicall and reall teſtimony, For it every ordinary 
judge will look for faithlullneſſe and veracity, exact and per- 
{onall knowledg of tlie thing, and honeſty and integrity of con- 
verſation, in every one of his currant witueſſes, much more doth- 
Chriſt require at the hands of his Miniſters thoſe extraordinary 
witneſſes, that by life as well as language they do truly, freely, 
explicitely, ingenuoully and conſtantly, own and witneſſe to 
him and his truth; And that thoſe qualifications of every ſuſti- 
cient. wiꝛneſſe, be by, no meanes wanting in his witneſſes to 
make them ſuſticient. r No- n. 
15. They are called Servants of Teſus Cbriſt. Rom. 1. 1. 
Phil. 1. 1. lam. x. 1. Not ſet vants of men, of princes, but of 
that God, whois aboye all men, of that Monarch, who is the. 
King of Kings, and Lord of Lojgs.. Neither, ate they of Gods. 
ordinacy ſort of ſervants, as all ergatutes are his ſexvants by the 
right ef creation. P. 119. 91. Ot as all the Elect are his ſer- 
vants by the right of redemption, but his ſeryants by yertue of- 
their million, commiſſion and ambaſſage, after a more peculiar 
manger, They ate the ſervants ef Chriſt by way of Eminence, 
in that the doe him more, Eminent.ſervice then others, and in 
lo ſor ying him doe govern: his, which title yet doth enforce 
paint, as well as conferr-honour, for a ſervant is all his Maſters. 
For him be works, for him he wins, to him he lives and dyes: 
He doth. all things for his Maſters, profit, and according to his 
Maſters pleaſure. So they owe to Chriſt whatever they have, 
or ate, and therefore ought to lay out and expend whatever 
they have, or are, life, liberty, wit, wealih for his honour and 
24 5. and eſteem themſelves great gainers, in be ing profitable 
do nim: 


16. They 
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16. They are called fathers: 2. Kin. 2: 12? f: Cor. 4 
15. 1. Theſ. 2; 11. and frequently elſewhere, becauſe they 
are ſex viceable inthe hand of God by means of the word of God, 
to beget ſpirituall Children unto God. For although God be 
our father principally and properly, yet this hinders not, but 
that his-Minifters may be our ſpirituall fathers, organically and 
analogically, which title beſpeaks love and tevereiice; Which 
tributes God is pleaſed to allow parents. Exed: 20. 12. And 
it they have been fiuittull in this relation, it will be their jop 
and Cron of refoycing at the comming of leſus Chriſt. 1. Theſe 2. 19. 
Let us pray therefore, and let all that atealready begotten by 
any of us to Chriſt leſus pray, that fince God hath honoured us 
with the title of fathers, he would alſo honour us with the re- 
lation of ſons, that ſo we may not be fathers without Children, 
And let us all deſire to encreaſe the family of Chriſt with Rachel. 
4mportunity, (leaving out her impatience) Lord give us 
Children betore we dye? WES wy. 

17. They arecalled Seers and the eyes of the body: 1: Sam, 9: 
9, If, 30, 10, 1, Cor, 13. 17, They uſed to ſay in Iſrael, 
Come let usgo to the ſeer, for men prepheſyed by viſions andie - 
velations. Ezechiel ſaw viſions of God, Ezcch, 1+ 1, keing en · 
lighened by the ſpirit of God they ſaw things at a diſtar ce. Hab, 
1. I, 2. 1, And hence they are called ſeers, for the prophets 
and paſtors are that to the Church which the eyes are to the bo- 
dy: Let us pray therefore that God would enlighten our minds 
wich the Pfalmiſt, Pf, 119. 18, Open thou our eyes that 
we may behold the wondrous 'things out of thy Law, that 
ſo we may not be blind guides, and ſeers that fee no- 
thing. | 

15 They are called Chriſts Souldyers. 2, Tim, 2. 3. 4, Now 
a ſouldier has much to doe, and more to ſuffer; their action is 
fighting, . Tim, x, 18, Their ſuffering is, not only the vio- 
lence of their adverlaries. which they mult ſuſtain, but they are 
expoled to hunger, and thirſt, the heat of the day and the cold 
of the night, and many weariſome watchings. Hence the 
Apoſtle calls his tellow- Miniſters, fellow- Souldiers, Phil. 2, 25. 
Philem, 1. 2, For although every believer be a Souldier. Eph, 6, 
12, 13. Vet amongſt thoſe, the Miniſters obtain the firſt place, 
as they that lead the troops, and receive the firſt impreſſions 
of the enemyes fury. There are Souldiers that are no Miniſters 
D 2 (and 


19 


20 At Apology for the Mini iy Chap, II. 
and could happily with there were none) and there are Mini- 
ſters that do not a like touldyers, But let them all know 
that they are called to a warfate, that there is a combat pre- 
pared for them, and that theretore they muſt either fight 
for Gods cauſe, or dye for the eauſe ot not fighting. q 

19. They ate called Guides of the Church. 4d. 8. 3 1. Nom. 
2. 19. Heb; 13. 7, 17, 24. becauſe they lead othets in the 
ways of Salvation. They are the ezamples of ' believers, 
hom all befold for imitation, and do conform themſelves to, 
as to à living taw. 1. Tim. 4. 13. Some ſone has alluded to the 
Apoſtles words in verſe, n e Coo 


Paſtors ats the glaſſe, the ſthoole, the book ; 
VV Pere peoples eyes do learn, do read do look, 


Itis with an Emphaſis, that the Apoſtle calls them {o oſt the 
guides or the leaders, in that 13. Chap. to the Hebrews : Becauſe 
they either lead or ought to lead the people of God in the ways 
of Gd. For although it be proper to Gd onely to lead men, 
yet becauſe he leads them by his word, ke is pleaſed to 
communicate this honourable ticte to the preachers of this word. 

20. They are called the Charriot of Iſrael and the horſemen 
theredf, as it is in an expreſſe acknowledgment, 2. Kin. 2. 12. 
and 13. 14+ and by a faire conſequence from 1. Sam, 7, 12, 
14+ As long as Samael lived, the Fhiliſtines were fubdugd before 
Ifrael, And if Moſes let God alone, the people will be conſumed 
with his wrath, Fxod, 32. 10, Gods Miniſters are not only 
Souldiers and Captains, but they are all the army, they are the 
horſemen and the Charriots of the Church, they are for defence 
unto it. And if one Elijah carryed and protected the people, and 
defended them more by hir zeal, and prayers, then thouſands of 
Chatriots and horſemen; what ſtrength and might ſhall there 
be found in many Elijabi Theſe are the Churches walls, the 
bullwarks of the land, and the beſt fortifications for any City, 
They kill the enemyes of God with the ſword of Gods word, 
whereby they ſharply wound in reproving; and kill in threat- 
ning death: It furious Ieha ſhould chance to let any eſcape, the 
ſword of Elba hall be ſure te flay him, 1. Kin, 19, 17. And 
you may fee Elijab fitting upon a hill; and laying an hundred 
vf Abaztahs $ouldyers to death, and burning them up with the 

words 
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words of his mouth 2. Kin. 1, The ſame is the power of Gods 


witnsſſes, out of whoſe mouths fire doth proceed &deyour their 
enemyes, Rev. 11. 5. Let, Exgland.then take heed of pulling 
down, nay fo much as looſening. theſe pillars, leſt the 
— ſtructute ot Church and ſtate fall together with 
them. | 

21+ They are called Bisheps, A generall title, and given to all 
the Miniſters of the Goſpell, all whoſe itis to overlee the flock 
committed to their truſt, and to have a diligent care of it. 4d. 
20. 28. And therefore, whom the Apoſtle calls Elders. Tit. 1. 
.5, theſe he calls alſo Bishops. v. 7. Neither doth this title conferre 
dignity only, it infetrs duty alſo. The office of a Biſhop has em- 
ployment as well as preferment in it. It is a work in the Apo- 


ſtles judgment. x. Tim, 3. 1. He that defireth the office of a Bishop, - 


deſireth a good work, 
22. They are called Teachers, this being · the great buſineſſe 


. of Miniſters to preach and teach the word of God. This tirle 
primazily belongs to Chriſt, who is the teacher of his people, 
But ĩt is applyed ſecundarily to bis Miniſters, who are uſhers to 
him the Head- maſter. ,Epb. 4. Its 1. Tim. 2. 17. 

23- They are called Clouds, {pirictuall Clouds, watering, 
refrething,fruftitying the vineyard of the Lord with the former 
and the latter rain of ordinances. If. 5. 6. Hence they are 
ſayd to drop their doctrine upon men by a word fetcht 
from the Clouds. Deut. 32. 2. Exech. 21. 2. Am. 7. 16. But 

iqueganddeceivers, are empiy bottles, waterleſſe Clouds, 
toſſed to and fro with the winds, Iade. 12. They make an 


oſtentation and ſpecious preteuce of knowledg, when as indeed 


their ſounds are but the ſounds of empty bbst los, and they ate 


| ſpecious white Clouds, that ſeem to promile this earth a belly 


full of water, but when they ſhould come to diſtill it, they are 
gone wich a blaſt of wind, and ſo gull The thitſty expectallon: 
of the filly ſpectatots. _— 10 CS 

24+ They are called Xnrſee' 1. Theſe 2; 7+ For as 4 Nurſe, 
dandles and huſheth, and ſuckleth, - apd flattgerh cho little in- 
fant, ſo theMiniſters of the Goſpel mould even hugg in their bo- 
lomes, peak pleaſantly unto & feed witch the ſincete milk of the 


word, Chriſts new born- babes, accommodating their language, 
behaviour, and way of feeding to their infant ſtate; And as a 


nurſe 'with admirable patience doth digeſt the GP 
ings, 


T7” 
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lings, endurethe frowardneſles of her nutſeling, not grudging 


it het owa blood to feed upon; So a faithtull Miniſter ſhould 


W tplru. 


theſe hal 


be patient in his pains, indefatigable in his diligence, and not 
count his life dear unto him, it by it the Church of Cm iſt may 


be adyantaged, nor think much at his own detizugion, if by it 


his people may be edifyed. 5 | | 

25. They ate called tbe Miniſters of Chriſt." r. Cor. 4. 1. 
Which word ia the Greek beſp:aks ſorrow, and calls for pains, 
as the office of a rower doth requize, They fic at the oares, 
where if the wind of Gods ſpitit do not-exceedingly: help, 
they will find intolerable pains, and it-it do help, yet they muſt 
ufe an indefatigable diligence. And if they be the Miniſters of 
God (adminiſtting faithtully the word and fact-ments) they 
muſt be approved in much pattence, in affutions, in neceſſcyr h in 
diſtreſſes, & c. 2, Cor. 6 4. They are not prefer!'d ro 4lpbIiti- 


call and imperiall dignity, but an Eccleſiaſtical! Miniſtry, in 


which they may promile themſelves whatever pains, the mea- 
neſt of ſeryants, in rewing, tunning or what elſe, do find, and 
more. 4 | 
26. They axe called Starts, and that not wandring; but fixed, 
For Chriſt, who fits at the right hand of God holds them in his 
right hand, Rey. x. 20, (.) Statrs ſhine; ſo ought they by 
clearneſſe of docttine, and integrity of lite to ſhine before others, 
(2 ) Starrs ſhine in the night; ſo let a Miniſter of the Goſpell 
ſhine more glorionſly, and illuſtriouſly when the Church of 
Chriſt is beclouded with hereſyes, and benighted in perſecuti- 
ons, ( 3+) Starrs ſhine with a borrowed light; ſo the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, receive their calling, gifts and doctrine from him the 
Sun of _— Nay theyexcell either ſun ot ſtari 8s, for 
be turned into darkneſſe, the ſua ſhall be totally ec- 
lipſed, the ſtarrs fipk down into their ſockets, and be put out at 
the diſſolution of the world, but they ſhall ſhine for ever and 
ever. Dan. 12. 3. Oh that they were alſo as the ſtarrsof hea- 
ven for number, the Lord of the harveſt ſending out pleniy of 
labourers to reap his yet plentifull harveſt;zand more fixed in the 
Armament of our Church, then the: ſtars in heaven; that ſome- 
times tumble head-long? 4217 
27. They are called Angells of the Church. Rev. 1. 20. 14. 6. 
For x. like Angells they are meflengers ſent by God to de- 


clare his will to men. 2. They ought to imicate an Angelicall, 


furity, 
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purity, chaſtity, zeal and celerity, that they may be as Angells 
amonglt men, Maſters amongſt boyes, and ſhepheards amongſt 
ſheep. So that this name alſo brings duty with it, as well as 


dignity, Many would be content to be Angells to dwell in 


heaven, but loath to be Angells to doe Gods errands upon 
earth; but he that would enjoy the honour, mult firſt be im- 
ployedia the office, and execnte that office too with carefull- 
Pit. herefullnetſe and ſpeedineſſe, as the Angells doe, Now if 
Timur a being a man of God, muſt flee covetouſneſſe; how 
much rather ought he to doe it as being an Angell of God, And 
if the Angels of God by pride fell from the preſence and glory 
of God, it concerns theſe Angels that yet they be humble as 
men. What matters now though the world call us blind guides; 
God counts us ſtarrs, and will let us in heaven, when the ſtarrs 
themſelves ſhall be miſplaced.” What though the y call us de villa 
it is honour enough that God counts us Angels. Let us doe 
the work of Angels, and God will not ſtick roown us and ho- 
nour usas fuch, before all men and Angels. | 

28. They arecalled Presbiters and Elders,aname implying, not 
their age, but office and dignity, common' to all the;Miniſters of 
Chriſt, ſo. thatitis no ſoleſcime to ſay, the yongeſt of Chriſts 
faithful! Miniſters is an Elder, For the name is indifferently gi- 
ven to them all. Ad. 14. 23. 20. 17. 1. Tim. 5. 17. Tit. 1. 
5. 1. Pet. 5. 1. Socalled, becauſe they ought to excell others 
in an elderly wiſdome and diſcretion, ſhunning all youthfuli 
vanityes and levityes, and behaving themſelves with ſuch a 
gravity and piety, as may beget areverence for them amongſt 
the people, 

29. They are called Paranymphs or friends of the bride- groom, 
Toh. 3. 29. 2. Cor. 11. 2. Becauſe they bring che btide and eſ- 
poule her to Chriſt; They invite mes to the marriage of the Kings 
" ſon, Mat. 22. 3. and to the great feaſt, Luk. 14. 17. Oh fin- 
gular dignity, and [weet imployments. As the bridegroome 
makes uſe of his moſt faithfull and approved friends for Para- 


nymphs, to make up the match between him, and his beloved: 


So Chriſt Ieſus makes uſe of the paines of his Miniſters, to per- 
{wade poor finners into a marriage with their maker. Now the 
work of theſe friends of the bridegroom is manitold, For firſt 
they make up the match, ſecondly, after marriage they inſtru& 
them in theit con jugall du: ves,-and reach them faithfullneffe, 
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do cheſe things are ſure the confidents and approved friends of 
the bride-groom. Let us take heed therefore, that we play not 
rhe part ot thoſe uniaithfull tiuſtees, who havipg been putinto 
this office, and employed tor the bridegroome, in the conſum- 
mation of marriages, ſpeak one word-for him, and two for 
themſelves ; Let us wooe for Chriſt and not for our felves; Nis 
profit and credit, and not our oWn, for we are but the para- 
nymphs, he is the bride-groom, we are but the ambaſſadors, he 
the King. 3. 

39. They are called Legates, weſſengers, ambaſſadey; for Chriſt, 
Hag. 1. 13. 2» Cor. 5. 20. Eph. 6. 20, to be Ambaſfador 
from any prince is an honour, from a renowned” Monarch is 
more, but to be employed an Ambaſſador for Chriſt leſus is of 
all other honours melt honourable. And ſuch ambaſſadors are 
Chriſts Miniſters. And therefore, 1. as an Ambaſſador keeps 
himſelf within the limits of his commiſſion, and obſerves how 

is bounded by his Peinces commands, ſo let the Miniſters of 
Chriſt deliver their Maſters mind freely, and yettruly, with- 
out detraRing from, or adding any thing oike ſame, 2. As 
no Ambaſſadour aſſumes that province to himfe}f, nor puts 
himſelf into commiſſion. So let them expect their Maſters miſſi- 
on betore they fall a running: and 3. As Ambaſſadors are ſafe 
from any violence; ſo let theſe promiſe themſelves the pro- 
tection of their Maſter, and well they may, for they ſerve the 
beſt Maſter in the world, who not only ſends. them of his am- 
baſſage, but goes along with them allo. And let England take 
heed of doing violence or offering- abuſe rotheſe Ambaſſadors, 
for if David did revenge u HRavun the baſe 'uſage of his ſer- 
vants, and the Romans ſackt Carthage, for offering violence to 
their Ambaſſadors, ſurely Chriſt, that interprets defpites done to 
his Miniſters, to be done to himſelf, will ſharply and ſurely te- 
venge the quarrel] of his Ambaſſadors, and the difhonout done 
unto them. T 0 ect RR 

37. They ate called ſubers of men. Mat: 4. 19. Mar, 1. 17. 
Luk. 5. 10, Becauſe they dos as it were by the preaching of the 
word catch men, that wander up and down the wide world, as 
it were in a deep and vaſt Ocean. And under this Metaphor, a 

r | diligent 


ECT . WA e. | 
diligent and .unweary uyed. care and endeavour to gain many 
| — yin whiner to them. Fot fiſhers manytimes. catch at 
what they catch not, it 2 be, toy le- albthe : nighe and catch 
nothing, therefore -they had need et patience and conſtancy; 
they are ex pied to.tempeſts & ill weather, nay, havetheir lives 
«gltwayer in par y by reaſon. of the raging waves and un- 
| RT theiefoge had need of a greatthare-ofconrage 
& har dineffe, to ad vemture upon the one, aud endute the other. 
Oh that we Had peter ſueceſſe to catch many ſiſhes, or at leaſt Pe- 
| Ter indefarigablenelſe, patiently to endvretoylingalitbe night, 
«(6g 2v They recalled Hatbandmen. 1 Gor. 3.9. & therefore are 
Mere and waterersof Gods vineyard. 1. Cor: 346, The prima- 
ry and chief Husbandman is God, loh. 15.1. The: ſecunda- 
ty vr ſubordinate Husbandman is the, Miniſter of God. God 
tilla in vvurdly by his ſpitit, the Miniſter outwardly by his word 
& dodtrine. And as the field is plowed and ſowed to bring forth 
kruit to its owner, ſo is the Church plowed and ſowed to bring 
forth fruit to God, whoſe it in and Whoſe they ate that till ir. 
See here the neceſſity of a Miniſtry, without bread no life, wit h- 
out corm v bread, without Husbandry no corn, without 
Husbandmen no Husbandry, - why ſo without faith no 
Salyation, without heatiog no faith, without preaching no 
hearing, and how can there be preaching without preachers ? 
33. Theyare compar'd to Oæxtn, 1, C. 9. . 1, Tim. 5. 
18. under the name ot an Oxe, the indefatigable labour of a 
Minilteris typically and allegorically ſet forth. For the Oxe 
is a very laborious Creature, and very profitable by its labour, 
(Provi-x4-*4. Mach encreaſe is. by the frength of the Out) and 
that not to it ſelf but co its. Maſter, So let the Miniſtery of 
Chtiſt be laborious and induſtrious, and that for Chriſt, not 
for themſel ves. The Oxe is flow in work but ſure; If a Mi- 
niſter-be caſt upon hard ground, amongſt a dull and flow people 
ol anderſtanding, it matters not fox much haſt or geuteneſſe, 
Let him accommodate himſelf to their capacityes, rather ſtud 
to doe his work firmly then finely; Let him not think muc 
to explain, preſſe and inculcate the ſame things again and again. 
And as the Oxe content with grafle, hay or firaw is an Hiero- 
'glyphick of frugality, So let a Miniſter of Chriſt be ſober and 
trugall, minding more his work then his meat. As an @xe is a 
harmleſſe and innocuoꝑ: creature, by the verdict of the poet, 
1 11 B ; PV hat 
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let a prescher of. Gods l r b vel nth derting th fte of no 
mid, nor the frowhs of no fare Dotifingpyccwſobim? Let 
dior contmne che edhfe, n and 
ray tings Beebe, by hot erlag them at all. And as the 
Oxec laboürshardeſt in herdeſtweathet, more in Winter then in 
Summer. 80 let Miniſters approve themſelves in alflictions, in 
necelliryes, in diſtreſſes. 2. Cor. 6. 4. and ſtirre upthemſel ves 
to che greateſt diligence, when there is the. worſt weather 
in the Church.. As the Oxe. is profitable both in his life and 
deavh; fo let every Hichfult and able: Miniſter of Chriſt, be 
ſerviceable do the Churer of C heiſt nor only byHis preaching: 
 buralſo-weitings. Again'as the ground which the Oxe plows 
not, brings forth briers and; hne, bur that which is by him 
broken up and prepared preſents- the Husbandman with a 
welleome harveſtt- $o. the ſouls te whom the ſound of the 
Golpell preached doth not eme, that have no teaching prieſt, 
no mia iſteriail Ox to · breaſt up the falle w ground, ate over- 
with tbe weeds and rubbiſh of vices, but thoſe over 
whoſe ſouls the plow..of Gods word, held by the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, doth paſſe, are fruitfull in graces and vertues. And 
laſtly, as ievs. gt thatuhe Ox thoult feed of rhe harveſt which 
he ger in, and eat of the corn which he treads forth; So is it fit 
that he that ſer veth at the Altar ſhould Hve ofthe Altar, that he 
that preaches ſpirituall things ſhould receive of their temporalls 
to whom ho preaehe:ʒ which picce of equity the Apoſtle proves 
by arguments. 1. Cor, 9. I N 
34. They are called God's Trumpetters. Hes. . 9. and 9. 1. 
Becaule they muſt ery with a loud, ſhrill, and trumpet · like 
voyes to awaken the ſleepy ſinne rs. (v.) They blow the trum- 
pet of the law againſt finners, Zepb. 1. 14. 15, 16. Then the 
trurnpet of che Coſpell to the penitent ones, Iſ. 27. 13. (.) 
As thetrumpets of the Lovites were of ſolid and muſſy ſilver, 
Nam 10, „ 80 the Minitters of Chrifſt ought ro ee 
LONG _ natiall 
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ſabſtantiall a deadly: 
theic own 10820 Na fon. (3-) 
They are Gods 2 25 by 2s. 15 out 7 proclaim 
an everlaſting and irreconcilable combat againſt fin, 90 call 
out men to fight the devill and their o-] totruptions, there- 
fore idm 5 maydens do not whiſper, the Miniſtets of Gods word 
do not Ipeak coldly, bur boldly Prov. 9. 3. For apreacher 
is dot made lor 4 pipe to Joviee men to wattronridffe and fea- 
tting, but for a trumpet to call forth to warrs and fightings, to 
call men into the field againſt the black band of de villa and 
their own outragious luſts. And whilſt one of thefe enemye: 
abide the field, the Miniſter moſt call on to fight, as the trumpet 
ſounds, ſo long as the enemyes are in fight. , 

35. They are called the mouth of the Lord. Ter. 15. 19. I. 2. 

Luk. 10. 16. AQ. 10. 35. 1. Thief. 2. 13. Thoſe that 
epbrats the pretious from the vile, diſcern be cel the good 
and the bad, and reprove fin freely, ate as the Lords month, and 
thoſe.chat preach the Golp 2b PIE areas the lips of Chrift, 
for he ſpeiks in them, 2, Cor: Theſe God ownrs tor 
bis mouth, that is for bis true 15 4 takbfull thefſengets; whilft 
they ſprak his words ahd not their owh, in ſomuch that he 
that heareth them, is inte tpreted as heati God himfelf, And 
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37. They ate led eg ſavour. 2 Cor. 2. 15. B 
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dit Sende ynonbaderm ther thibed wg rhe Tuba 
with. Chrifi che ſan of bavriog Fei 
feet, that is; ths. cc ples upon at's rens things 45 Vain and 
worthleſſe; For the moon fi ignit yes things ſublugaric. She. 
has upon ber beqd. « Crown of twelve Rarrs, that is, ſhe doth not 
tread under her tcer the A poſtolicall doctors, and docttine, (as 
the manner of unmannerly England js at this day) but carryes 
them as herCrown ang royall ornament upon her head. She is. 
« 2dorneq with, the docttine of the twelve Apoliles, upon 
« which the is founded, | Chap. 21. 14. with excellent 
« Miniſters, as with a diacem, Chap. 1. 20. For her gloty is. 
t not a worgly Crown, but her Crowp. Is the. integrity of her. 
teach 

2 Bee called 1 2 Cor. $ 23, that is. 
by a Metonq mye of the effect, ſuc te and ilſuſtrare the. 
glory of Chriſt, A title that comprebends all dignity in it. For 
how can man be more glorious, Fu Y being made the glo- 
ry of Chriſt? Tbus the grace z dodine of the Goſpell is cal- 
led the glory of the 170 Lord, 1, Th light; is come, and the. 
17224 is*riſen upon 1 be! 50 et ys there! ore. preach, ſo. 
fe: :u+ live, that we may be 2 to Chriſt our Lord and 
Mr, and not a ſhame, fo ornament. not for, ignomi-. 


145 They are called Pia! jy Rom, 151 Obad. 21, v. 
Fim. 4, 16. For ſo it ru. Wd to the ſpirit of God, to ho- 
wn them whole Miniſtry ay ule of, by aſcribingits own 
work te their hands. And this 9 75 ſtron charge upon us, that 
through ignorance or idlenel ſuffer not thofe ſouls to pe- 
ich Whoſe Salvation God hath as it wereenttuſtedi into our 
7a, Neither is that ol ill, worth any thing.. that it is God 
ane that converts iy pn For we do not deny ite, 
ves, and ſo do we. ſaves abſolutely and principally, 

we only ſubſerviently and inſtrumentally, we endeayour the 
ſal vation of ſouls, Gods gives efficacy andiucceſle to out endea- 
rnd God and man gee Wie Jo, bring God and 8. 
gether, 
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ſuch a Miniſt ii the i hun,ide, that might be called out or- 
help, were all eneed ditt: 254 tng ting 207 102 ,‘ 
Now to what end-arealibieſe Titles and Elogies; but to teach 
Miniſters their Duty towards their people; and how to leck 
upon themſelves (as men created and devoted to labour 
and ſer vice) and to teach the people their debt ot love, honour, 
aud te verence to, and how to look ( with an eye of eſteem) 


upon their Miniſters, 
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.CHAP, III. 


Arguments and Reaſons evincing the Neteſſity, and efficacy * 
of 4... Goſpell- Miniſſiy. 


gt * Neceſſity of the Sacred Winiſtry doth appear by 
1 God's command given, Mark, 16. 15. Preach the Goſpet 0 
eren creature; that is, to all men: Man being the Maſter- piece of 
the Creation is exalted; the Creature, by way of Eminence as 
by our Saviour here, ſo by the Apoltle Paul, Col. 1.23. The 
like not onely Commiſſion , but command ye may finde, Matth. 
28.19; Ack 10.42. where you have Chriſt expreſly command- 
ing copreich to the people. And the Apcitle Faul. about to die, 
and fo to leave his Office, gives this as his laſt Charge to Ti- 
mothy ) to the obſervance of which he ſtrongly ad;ures him) 
that he preach the Word in every oppentuni:y, and with all 
importunity, 2 Tim 4. 1,2+ This task Chriſt impos d, or tather, 
this honour Chriſt conferr*d upon Peter, and in him upon all 
his Miniſters, that they ſhould fred, and feed, and again feed bis 
shdep, lobn 21. 15.16. It is not a humane Invention, but a 
Divine Inſtitution , and therefore not -atbi.rary z but 
Neceſſary. * : WA 
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2. A Miniſtry is not onely netefſay'by ere - 
the Precept, but allo by a necelÞty of tht ce 
as being ordained by God, but a3 being ardai nn 


nis ſ⸗Ivation: and it is ſo neceſſaiy in this regard s chat it 16 


called in ordinary Speech, the means, ot the means of grace. This 
is the ordinary way, the King's bigh- way to heaven, Rem, 10. 


14.15. 1 Cor. 1. 21. Ac. 11. 14. 1 Tim 4 16. By this'the Spirit 


is received, Gal.3.2. d 0. 44 This is the arm of the Lord. 
and the power of God to lalvaion, Rem. 1. 16. This was the 
employment which our bleſſed Saviour was diligent in, 
Matth. 4. 17. and 11.1. Zake 4-18, 19. and therefere God ſent 
Cornelis, not to an angel, but to Perer,, who ſhould tell him 
what he ought to do, 4d. 10.5. 6. and Paul, although ex;raore . 
dinarily called, yet for the honour of the Miniltry, was {ent to 
ſchool to Ananias, 42.9. 6,10. andthe Eunuth muſt have Philip 
to preachto him, 4d. 8.29. For ſo it ſeemed good to God, by 
men to reveal his will to men: This treaſure God hath com- 
mitted to earthen veſſels, that rhe exceleniy of the power may be of 
God, 2 Cor.4+7. God hath ordained it to be the primary mean 
of our Regeneration and Converkon' unta God, Ml. 4. 5, 6. 
Iames 1. 18. 1 Pet. 1. 23. 1 Cor. 45. And as the Word of God 
preacht is the ſeed whereofthe Chriftian'man is borne, ſo it is 
the food whereby the new born Chriſtian is nouriſhed, Hence 
itis compared to meat, lerem. 3. 15. to thewers, and dew; Deut. 
32,3. 1{4:55:30. to light, 4.26.18. Pſal 119. 105, to tha face. 
of Gad, Pſal. 27. 4 and 105. 4. Now without meat no lite, 
without ſhewers no increaſe, without light no comfort, with- 
out the face of God no joy: It is this Word ef God that en- 
-lighteus the eyes, Pſal. 19.8, cheareth the heart. Mic. 25 7+:36iſeth, np 
the dropiug, Iſa-y 7+ 19, comforts the ſad, Iſa. 40, 1, 2, : enbivens. the 
dead, lohn. 5. 25. beateth the cold like fire, breaketh the abſflinate, hike 
# hammer. lerew. 23. 29. and confers the ſpirit of adoption, wharehy 
we are ſealed unto' the day of Redemption, This is a fign of God's 
bleſſing, Exed.20.24. In whatſoever place the name l 
necorded, there he bleſſes the people, in hearing prayers, di- 
recting in doubts, and entiehing them with all internall and 
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ehen the things: Ane ſet, and: this ſeeiug com- 
ö N and ſo conſequontly, hearing has the bleſ- 
4 „ gi ( 
They mußt neceſſatily, and moſt deſervedly periſh then, that 
neglect and reject this ſpititual Food and Phyſick. Curſed be 
allo thoſe damnable Apoſtates that bring in Damnable Errors, 
whereby they drive the ſheep of Chrilt from his Folds, and 
drive; them into the mouthes of the Wolves, bewitching 
them with their Fancies and Dreams, and ſo at laſt dreaming 
them into hell; and curſed be the Preſumption of thoſe inſpired 
Spirits, who deſpiſing the ſacred Miniitry of the more ſacred 
word of God, pretend and profeſs Revelations, and Enthu- 
faſms, as falſe as ne y, and as dangerous as either. Theſe God 
ſufferz to fall into the temptations of pride, and into the ſnares of 
Sachan; having reſerved the blackneſs of everlaſting darkneſſe to 
be the - Concluſion. of their new Lights, 2 Pet. 2. 17. 
Iude 13. 0 

3. The Neceflity and Efficacy of the. Miniltry appear's by 

the ends for which it wh. ordained; which being many, the 
Apoſtle compriſes in few, but full phraſes, Epheſ 4 11. &c. 
r. Chriſt ordained a Miniſtry for the Reſtauration ot the Saints, 
t the ſetting of them, as of disjainted members in their proper 
places: There was a disjuncture made by the fall of our firſt 
parents, and hence it is that all ef us have variouſly erred and 

gone aſtray: Theretote God to reſtore us, hath given vas iety df 

ii to hi Miniſters, to knit us to Chriſt our head, and us all 
together, as fellow - members. And as for she Reſtauratĩon of 
the Saints, ſo 2. For their Edification, tHe hath given us 
Teachers, that we may be-buik up.in knowledy ; Preachers 
of the Word, that by them we may he buite up in our moſt holy 
Faith, which comes by hearing. 3. For the ſetiliag and eſtu- 
bliſhing us in the Truth, that we may arri ve at a ſtaid manhogd 
in Chriſtianity, aud nor like cl dren be toſſed too and fro vit 
every winde of Doctrine, not be draww aſide by the ſlei ght 
and, cunning cxaſtineſ of mea, whereby: they lye in wait to 
deceive: 4. For the conſervation of the Unity and Harmony * 
1 te 
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the. Church, in the; Worlbip,of;God, ihat e ma ſpesł the 
; cruth in love... oe % l. fr dete 
4 Ouc-lnfiiwites and Miſeries do ſuſſicientiyſpeai Ne- 
cellity of a Miaiſt y. We are all by natute ſick of anere di- 
cary; Diſeaſe, and uo therefore need a ſa v]ñ and inge in i- 
try, to keep us that we die not of this Sickuels, and to reſtore 
us gain io pe tet ſcundneſs. Nay, we are all by natwe 
diſtanced from the mercy of Go ate deſtiiute of all innate 
ſtrength, her by to he] p our ſeives: Nay, we are not onely 
ſick, and unable to veſtore our ſelves to healthy but even dead 
in ſin, Eph. 2. 1. and therefore be ſure unable to reſtore oui ſel ve 
to life; and, {o..weareobroxicus-togheiheauicfitvrath offt! 
Mlmighiy God. And dots not this ſad condition call for 
Amgtry of Reconcaliation $ by 1 $ Hel Ry nds | 
J. 1 be Neceſſity ot a. Miniſtiy appe ats hy xh ſad conditio 
of themthat are deſtitute ot the ꝑrraching oi ile Wordpusms) 
be exempliſied in the Ii ſometime wanting it, and theakita- 
then at this day; without a teaching Pritſt; and withobt the true 
God, are put together, 2:Cbronipt5. 3. Andithectiearhens that 
want this Miniſtty are without God inthe world, bent Chrift, 
without hope. Eph. 2. 12. When Moſes the les MinifteExuas: away 
but five or ſix weeks, the peoplepreſenilybecomeidblatrovs, 
Exod. 32. 1. After Paul's departure, Frieyous Wool ves are feen 
.entring in amongſt the people, ad. 20.29. where there:is no ion 
the people perish, ſaies Solomon, Prov. 29, 19. Where there is no 
Miniſtry of the Word, we may exſped whatever evill is ex- 
preſt or ſignified by the Hevrew-:word ( 372.) Which we 
tranſlate (pericb) 1. Denudatian..er. ſtripping off the ttue 
and ſaving knowledg of God, faith, love, with the whole 
Armour of God, as. alſo of Divine ſafeguard, and protection. 
2. Rebellion, viz. againſt God, and againſt men. 31 Oeſſa- 
tion from the Rudy of good learning, performance ogg 
duties, and practice of good works. 4. Separation, not onely 
ſtom God by Apoſtsſie, but one from another, by ctuel en- 
mities, and carnal Errots, as ſheep having no Shepherd, and 
(as when there was no King in Iſrael, ſo) if there ſhould be no 
Preacher in Iſrael, every one Would do what ſeemed good in his 
own yes, Nay, I doubt not to ſay, if Iſrael were nothing elſe 
but Kings, yet, if there were no Preacher, they would all 
We 


Haß. IV. . and it maintenance. 33 
We (foo me fron which Godis pleafed to hand over 
to us by the Miniſtry, ſome ſad fruits of the want of it, and 
ſome: arguments, Hiaciag the necellity and efficacy thereof: 
- Whatmemaias ;/ but that we maintain and ſtick to this Mini- 
ſry; love, and reverence the Miniſters, at leaſt for their 
Work ſake, | 


— 


CHAP. IV, 
The Doctrine is applyed in an V ſe of Information. 


TH e Corrolaryes iſſuing out of the bowells of this Docttine, 
thus explicated and demonſtrated , will ſerve tor Infor- 
mation, Inſtrudion, Conſolation, Reprebenfion, Ex- 
hortation. | 
1. For Information. There i then 4 Miniftry in the Church. 
To what purpoſe are all theſe Names, and honourable Titles, 
if there be no ſuch Order; as Miniſters, in the Church? 


ET T * I %S £þ& 


many, may, and da gnaſh their teeth agaioſt it, yet hall, 
a 8 F they © 


Ty 


An A. ! — nd 
rhiey not — — t "torr e evi wilt 0 his 
Church z and the gates of Hell iff no: rw + phe inſt > 
or its Mioiſtry. Neither did eur Savivut make 8b Promife 
wiily{ though chiefly ) to his f , but ro all his, Miniftets 
Mſo ia genefall, that either im ci pen have been, to he who 
now are, and to them that ſhall be alter us, even to the xnd 
of the world, 

3- The Offices of Miniſters, and the works of the Miniſtr 5 
ſhall be perpetuall, Therefore wall the Miniſtry it ſelt laſt alſo. 
The Preaching of the Nord, 'anditbe Adminiſtration of the 
Sacraments are Offices of Miniſters, and works ot the Migiſtry; | 


but theſe have a „ promite* of perpetuity, 
and 5 that they be per etuated. A Min iſtty was 
— ige, but ſor an, 8 Editipati 


r Eph 


— Fin 425 
. times, and laſt age of the Church 18. 
e 1 br ul. 6. Now len "the Office cominbes, 


needs contipfe thatexecpre it,, Where there is 
7 chere muſt be feme ſet apatr to maintain it. Red 
H he be a God, maſt have nd The fame me ey 


5 = a fittitious crew 


— aer ee 


r Wirte ut ti 6 
E as chery (a 


. by whole Men. | ; 
while ther re Gall 
reh? 
e fl an 


e. a {ther 8 be a mi- 
2h horth* milirant 
apo üb mon on en ure, 4.1 $346: 2 Marth, 16. 
AE 21. "It 4 "ied 
Wale be 


ere toll ever 

Ved ohtheteby; 

1 hes heetthiits, 
Whileſt 


_ 


While God ſhalt haye upon earth „ Cherreh to be built; a 
vine yard to be platted, afield to be tilled, 2 Floekto be fed, 
an harveſt to be reaped, and ſoules to be laved; ſo long will 
he have buitders; platters, tfllers, ſhepherds, reopersy Savicurs, 
and 4 Miniftry for the accompliſhing of theſe things; ; foo 
48, 19. 1017. 

6. It appears, in that it is ſaid to be the priviledg, and is 
rep:eſented as the Property of the New eruſalem, to have no 
Temple in it, Rey: 21. 21. The Church Tnumphant ig the 
Church, and the one ly Church, that needs nominifity; mint- 
ſters „ or ordinances; For God is alf this to them; - Inſtead: of 
the word of God, they read in the God of that Word inſtead 
of the reprefentation of Chriſt in Szeraments, they have the 
e him wirhout the help of ſnadow or * The 
ediate enjoy ment of God in thir hfe, with 
is ſure then a fan onely befeeming — — rather 
Brainleſs heads of Anabaprifts. Ix i: — en PI of 


ide Church ſerve God i . wit 7 
Temple or Ordinances; A them ir is ; 
tha fall, C. 1 But in the dende 
—— 75. 101. 19 
deere ear of the · A poſtler for thecojriny 
— rs\ and the perpetuation' of + 


in the Church. aul commands — to ordain Elders and 
and 


Bis 1 SD 5 
M 4 


city; deſcribex 
_ — — . 
ind camions 


—— — the commands rt this e 
the app Lord Feſtus Chriſt;  whitclt Injun Aion is 
net one | ory n owe erfon; but upon all 
the' Miniſh os of Ei wall be in telſion”ts | rend 


of the World. | 

8. It appeares by thak — ede and lebbilldon 
which, by vertue of the command, is due ti the Sucteſfoets 
of the Apoſtles, I Theſ. 5. 12, 13. Phil. 2. 29. Heb. 13. 17s Which 
things, ſo long as they are due, muſt needs have, and prove 
Minifters of the Goſpel to whom they ſhall be given. And 
if you take away them that are over you inthe Lord, your Meſſengers, 
them that have the rule over Jon, and that watch for fo Jour ſoules, 1 
pray you tell me, Where will * t 
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high eflimation 
and - 
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n Apology: jor the eHlinStry ap. IV. 
and love, the reputation, ebedience , and ſabmiſſion which the 
great Apoſtle commands to be given; ia the fore-quoted 
Texts. E . 

It appęars, by. that conſtant ptoviſiog that God has made 
for his Miniiters „ oſderidg them honourable ſtipands for their 
work, Gal. 6. 6. 1 Cor. 9. 13. 14. 1 Tim. 5. 1, 18. which provi- 
ſion is laid up in the ſtoxe · houſe of the Gaſpell; not önely 
for the Apoſſles ſake, but all theirs that ate Miniſters of. 
Chriſt in ſucceſſion, Now to what purpoſe ſbould theſe 
commands of God remain in the Bihle, if there ſhould not be 
a. remainger of Miniſters ſtill in the Church God neetled- 
not to have provided meat for his Miniſtets, ii he had been 
minded that men ſhould have ſewed up their mouth es. 

Away. with the dating, crew. of Anabapciſts then, that: 
deſpigog be Word of god, and Miniſtry of that Word, and. 
Miniſters of ;that, Miniltry , gape for the downkal of Revela-" 
tions into their. mouths, and ſtare after New Light.. N 
with them tothe Law, and the Prophets. Why ſtand ye garing 
up into heaven for ne diſcaveries? to- che Law, and to the 
eſtimony; If they be not ageording to this: Word, is becaaſe 
your new Lights have no light. in them. dſa. d. 20. God Hhath 
ee try, and forbids the - 
conſulting of, Diviners, Obſervers of times p«EBnchapntets;- 
Charmers, Witches, Wiairds,. Necromancers, Deur;a . 10 
11,13. No, nor muſt mens own Fancies lad. them, their own. 
inventions he ſet cup fo ge Orsclesg, Fut in afl dbabtfall 
eta, opiate, «Miniligns; of 50d eee benen 
no light in-the Word of God? or, whether are your eyes oat 
that 7e cannot cecgive it? Is that nothing but a deadtietter 
now,, Which in Fer eee 
42415 ſhexans, d, butria the flillyoice of 3 our ſpirituall 
kr — —— now adayes? ——— 
what yourpiric har ta ſaꝝ againſt our Chriſh,- who has bidden 
. ld hou and boptiſe, - Net ‚ 


Chap. V. ana it q maintenance. 
CHAP: v. 


The Cavillsand Fallxcies of tbe Anabaptiſts, Socinians, 
\Swendfeldians, aud Etithufiaſts are blown away; 


491 3 nis 


05. 1. FF He firſt hacbour of theſe Libertines Opinion in 


Lords, Iheretore (uch a thing as the Miniſtry of the Word 
is needleſt under the New Teſtament, emi in 
Anſ. 1. Words. ate not properly Scripture, , but the ſenſe; 


neither does the. Scripture properly conſiſt in the leaves” of: -- 


words; but in the root of realon; the Word of God is ner. 


to beten formally, as it is deſcribed by words and fyllables, 
but maierislly , as it declares to us the minde and counſell ol 


God.z Me muſt not ſtick in the bark, for that hath involved. 


the Papiſland Anabepriffs in many Etrours. 


2. Ik we muſt needs have ſo much regard to the letter 


of the Text, it rather takes away Private Inſtruction, then 
Publick Preaching; for God does not ſay, there ſhall he no 
publick Preachers, but They hall no: more trach every man bi 


neighbour ; and exery inan his brother. But neither can we diſcard + 


private i luſtructions under the Goſpell if S. Paul be 2 
Goſpall-man , who preſſeth this iduty y Cotof. 3, 16. 1 TW. 
$ ase £4 | « *. 494 Malt. 665, 199 
, 3+ The. Text is a. Promiſe 4, No. Promiſes; mult five 
fouldgr.qut ; nor;overthrow Precept; neither mult the ces n 
be taken away, becauſe the primary, caule-is laid down and: 
aſſertada, God. feeds. all, - does 5 Row N that 
tillage. is, ypacceflary , or bread neediels , lor by theſe means 
God feeds us. No ee does Ny ANTI i pee God 
reacheth , therefore the wipjtiey os bis word 3s unneceſſary, 
for God teacheth by the mipiſtry of his Word, ' 
4. The genuine ſcope, of the Text is to ſhew' us, that 
God teacheth his Elect, not onely externally, by the miniſtry 
of his Word, but interpally, by the miniſtry of his Holy 


Split, | Neither goes the Prophet ſpeak” ablolurely, Soply, 
8 enn © 


& is thing is pretended to be in Ierem.; 1.34 They 
Mall teach ne me every man his neigbbour, and every men bi: 
brother , Tem the Tord, for they thall all Kn me, 
from; g laaſl of them, even 10 the greateit of them, ſaub the 
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n Apology for the Mimftry Chap. V. 
and incluſively ; but comparatively , as the Holy Ghbſt 
frequently ſpeaks. ' Thing ſpoken negatively in Scripture, are 
oft times to be underſtood comparatively, and are not to be 
expounded fo much by (not) 24 by (net fo much,) which is 
plain in Nef 6. 6. Pdf. 30 Y. Fſal 5 2.16: Je 6.39; Tohn 7.16. 
and many other places: So that the ſum of the Prophets words 
will eafty be , "There challbe a fuller and cleater knowledg of 
God inthe times of the New Teſtament, tfſen rfere was in 


the times 6f che Old. 7. Jecauſe under the Od Te ett 


Chriſt 'was obſture ſy thadowed out in Types; bar unde the 

ew IRA Me wn openy j imomuch, that 
a'\ , well citchifed and inſtructect doth underſtand 
the Goſpeſl concerning Chriſt, beter then mapy* of the Prieſts 
of the Lew thi; which f the aceomplifiment of Hat Praiſe, 
Iſa. It. 5. Th rant ball bo filed with rhe kntwledgt if the Cord. 
1. Betaide there ate farre more tfrat are bleſſed with the ſaying 

1owlede of Hod in the times of ihe Ney Teſtamenr, than 
wert im tie times of the Old, rhe Preaching of the Word not 
being reſtrained to TIT now; as it was then; but 


common to all. 3. By reaſdn ef the more plentifulſ EHfuſions 
of the grace of God, there ſhalf not need ſo much pains and 
trouble to inſtruct the Elect now, as formerly there needed. 
tijs 38 płaĩn from verſ. 33. where ĩt itſaid, 1 9M write'my La 
in thei Ln not in their lips, not ĩn tables vf ſtone-, got on 
the ftinges of their garments (as it 'wis lometimes ãmong the 
Jews) but in their hearts, by givin them pions iffe&ions, and 
inclinations for the Law' of God. Thatof chm upon the 
place gives the ſubſtance of the Interpretation; god, whi had 
more darkly vepreſinted ws under the Tam, promiſetb 4 jwore 
glorious diſcavesy under the Gofpel!;' in fo wich, that the knowledy of. 
God bal be they, « it were; familiar, and dhe; Bir iti by an 
Hyperbole het be 2 this grace, when he (gies, that no ane 
all need any Maſter or Teacher, but eyery one jhall be ſu ent! 
ard; ether jr dll fl : that they ha N 
every one h 'neigbbour, but they +ball' not Teach e one bis neigbar 
ſaying , Kuen the Lord; f. e. there hl be ſuch 4 u ure | 
knowledg, that men a hall be no longer 4bectdarians: For this pbraſe 
(know. the Lord 1 pb porn! at the firſt beginning and rudi- 
ments of Religidn, The minde of the Piepber ia this place 
(Which we willingly yield) can be hothirg bur this, that 
| God 


ap. V. andit r maintenance. . 39, 
God will fend ont 2 greater light, and greater meaſures of 
knowledg in the times of the Golpell. and will deale more 
_ and familiarly..'with his people then, than former- 

Jo | tie = 

5. If haying | piyen thenaturall ſenſe, & genuine ſcope of the 
text, We may 


keg — and ap! t 


It, and they the perſons to whom it belo 


the cy | 8 
| This racher raiſeth up NN 
the word, of which there ſhall be need in 


pher ſeem ro be put in oppofitjon to the le vs, whoſe reachings 
under the old Teſtament were more externall then internal. 


efficacious by che 3 of the word, and that ir mall be 
more tree and libetalt in diftriburing its gitts and graces under 
a So that theſe two kinds ot teaching ate 
ratker united in ch tert than divided. To be tavght of Cod is 
not 


” 
* 
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n Apology for the Mnf Chap. V. 
and incluſively; but comparatively , as the Holy Ghbft 
frequently ſpeaks. 'T hingyſpoken negatively in Scripture, are 
oft times to be underſtood comparatively, and are notto be 
expounded fo much by (not) 24 by (ner fo mach, ) which is 
plain in Hof G. 6. fat. 30. F. 5 1.16: Tolm 6.39, Tohn 7.16. 
and many other places: So that the ſum of the Prophets words 
will eafiry be , There thalf be a folleraydclearerkiowledy of 
God inthe times of the New Teftament,'tfiew there was in 


the times 6f chte Old. 1. Fecauſe under the Oſd Teſtam et 


Chriſt was obſture ſy ſhadewed out in Types; bar wader the 
New IR and fie wn openty; imomuch, that 
a „Wrallrechffled and inffructect doth underſtand 
the Goſpeſl concerning Chriſt, beter then many of the Prieſts 
of the” 205 fs which iz the aceomptifhment of tflat Promiſe, 
Iſa. It. 9. 1 rank ball be fürd with rhe kntwledge bf the Tord. 
2. Betàuſt there are farre more'thar are bleſſed with the ſaying 
knovle $f Godin the times of ihe Ney Teſtamenr, than 
were im the times of the Old, the Preachmg of the Word not 
being reſtraibed to one Nation now. as it was then, but 
common to all. 3. By reafon of the more plentifull EHuſions 
of the grace of God, there ſhalf not need ſo much pains and 


trouble to inſtruct the Elect now, as formerly there needed. 


His I pfan from verſ 33. where it it ſaid, 1 v wre my Law 
in thei len not in theix lips, not ĩn tables of ſtone:, not. on 
the fringes of their garments (as it 'was flometimes among the 
Jews) but in their hearts, by givin ther pions affections, and 
inclinations for the Law of God, Thatof chm upon the 
place gives the ſubliance of the Interpretation; | Ged , whi had 


more darkly repreſented bim 5 under the Law , prothiſeth 4 jwore 
glorious diſcavesy under 15 © ell; in fo 8A the knowledy of, 
God shall be then, a it were, familiar, and cemmen: IA i by n 
Hyperbole that he commendeth this grace, when he ſaies, that no ane 
77 any Maſter or Teacher , but. eye ove. ball be ſuffcrentl 
inſffudes: Neither yet doe) be 
every one bu nei beur, but tbey +hall' not teach every one his negli 
Ging, Knem the Lord; i. e. there hall be ſuch 4 meaſtte of 
knowledg, that men_sball be no longer 4becedarians: For this phraſe 
( know. the 4. i porn! at the firſt beginning, and rudi- 
ments of Religion, The minde of the Prepher'jn this place 
(Which we willingly yield) can be othirg but this, that 
| ; God 


ſoy txatlly, that they hall yo tead 


. 
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God will fend ont à greater light, and greater meaſures of 


knowledy in the times of the Golpell. and will deale more 
N and familiarly with his people then, than former- 


= If having given thenaturall ſenſe, & genuine ſcope of the 


6 „ 1 4 


meaning, and apply the promiſe to our days, can make them- 


oe about ſaying. know the Lord. Certainly. it this be the mean- 
Aeg 1780 e, theſe be the times of t oe e 
Tty ang 


tx * 


of his ſpirits. God here promſteth that Nis ele ſhall be raughr, 
not only by che teachers of the Church from without, but by 
the Holy Spirit from within. Chriſtians in this text of the Pro- 
phet ſeem ro be put in oppoſitſon to the le vs, v hoſe teaching; 
under the old Teſtament were more externall then inter nall. 
An# is here promiſed that the ſpirĩt o God thall 5 
efficacious by the 3 of the word, and that ir all be 
more tree and liber alt in diftriburing its gitts and graces under 
the New Teſtament, So that theſe eve Ginile of caacdio $ re 
rarker united in chm text tan tivitted, To be tavght of Cod is 


not 
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not to be taught ot him immediately, but mediately by the 
preaching of the word, as appears from Lyk 10. 16. 4d 10. 33. 
But turrher if this text of the prophet be interpreted for the 
overthrow of the Miniſtry of the word, how will it agree with 
ler. 3+ 15. Mat. 28.20. Rom. 10. 14+? And agree it muſt, un- 
leſle you will have the ſpirit of truth to give himſelf the ye. 
Calyin ſpeaks appoſitely. Itizeyident hoy milerably they dote, 
who abuſe this text, for the overtbrow.of the miniſtry of the 
Word, ſo much tiled by, and uſefull ro the Church. They can- 
not be ownedfor the Children of. the Church, that te ject her 
education. Anditisin vain e gte velationt ot the ipiritz 
for the ſpirit teaches none, lays. thoſe who ſubmit themſelves 
to the miniſtiy of che Word. Account, we them therefore the 
brats ot the Deyill, not e e of God, Who re · 
ject this holy ordinance of his Nen dd For. we. ſee 
cee tyo, (che Children of the Church) and. (the, taught of 
God) are ſo much the ſame, that they cannot be the taught of 


God, who will get be taught in the Church. ._. ©... 
2+ If we may make an anſwer ad bominem, It little becomes 
the Anabaptifts to fecrye a Miniſtry, and fon bid propheſying 
who otherwiſe bid all to doit, plead the cauſe oethe gitte d 
bretbren ſo Os and give them à licence tor ,ptaphefying 
arthck pleaſuie, No wonder it the Waage Upiure to- 
get er by the ears, and make contradictions in them, whothem- 
ſelves do contradict themſelves, and hoſe lattet opinions do 

fall out and quazrell with their former. Na 
» Ohj. Is rounded upon I. Joh. 2» 20, 27. Te have an 
uncklen from the boly one, and Je nem all tbings;, And ye need, nut that 
47 man teach you, The Objection fram'd lor the purpoſe of our 
4 Libertines and New lights, will be ofthis form, who ever hath 
the ſpiric of God, undetſtandeth the Seriptures without a teach» 
er, But we have this ſpirit of. God. Thetefore we underſtand 
them Withon: any teacher. ad 
7 I» The Major propoſition is falſe. For whom the ſpi- 
rit of God teacheth, it teacheth by teachers, Eph, 4. 11. and 
not immediately, as Was made to appear .hefore. This anoin- 
ting teacheth you all things, that is, The ſpirit of God is effica- 
cious and powerfull by the preaching of the word, to enlighten 
the minds of the faithtull in all things neceſſary to Salvation. 
Theſe ele perſons knew all things, and ſo St. Paul could 7 

a 


| 
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all things 5 he ſayes and yet I dare fay there were many things, 


that the did not know, nor he cquld nt doe; whar ſhall we 


ſay then? Why not chat thelo ele perſons; ere 45 y Gods, 
Wai icfi.they” muſt buy. fe ey know all* lings. 100. 14. 1%. 
No dhe, *Payl wit Omiipotenr, not "that eis Were Omnilci- 
entz B Ut Pau, Omiliporente, ing their Omniſcience mult b: 
limited? The one could do all things belonging to his calling, 
the other knew all things neceſſary to Salvation, atleaſtia ſome 
ood. on they knew all things which might N the 
Gil overih of 808 70 and the woyding of his Inares, 
etl ere the fdbject of the Ne rote diſcotuſe,. Cancer- 
e things, of concerning the 1 * amentalls ot religion, 
nor that any man teach Jeu; ; Which words elſe ate ſpoken 
9acatively got abfolutel roy tp come ts this meaning. The 
ſp of God esche o plainly and powerfully, tkat no 
oe needs to 850% ich a to perſwade you concerning 
"heabenlytruths. The Major propoſition being pull'd down, the 
Minor (taggars, and the conclufion appears to be a mere 
detvfion; 

'e: I they that have the ſpirit of God and the Holy: anoin- 
"ting, * know all thing, and need not that any one teach them any 
thing, iu the ſenſe which our Enthuſiaſts would i inter pꝛete it, 
I wonder that the Apoſtle. lelm could fo farr forget himſelf, as 
to write an piſtle for the inſtruction, & edification of ſuch Om- 
niſcient perlons as theſe were. This ſenſe af the text, which our 
libertines will ſtitch to it, will not only render che Apoſtle 
contradictory to Chriſt leſus his Maſter, Mat. 9. 38. to the 

Apoſtle Paal 1. Tim. 3. 1. and Eph. 4. 17, 12 13." but to 
himſelf alſo. As though a man ſhould goe and reach another, 
that he need not be taught. So that ſurely, ye know all things, 
mult needs he meant but of ſome things, and qe need not that any 

one teach you, mult be limited ta ſome things only, wherein they 
were lo well verſt. 

4. Obj. God can ſave the Elect without any Miniſtry, there 
fore he will. 

Anſ, This 4oth not follow: An.argument'fromGodspower 
to his will is not concluding, God could have ſaved Noah 
without an Arke, but he would not. He could have inſtructed 
the lews without Levites, have propagated the Geſpel] with» 


out — but he would not. He could ſave us indeed 
G without 
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without means, but it has ple aſed him to make ule of means for - 
the regenerating of us, and to 'preſcribe thoſe means to us. 


Rom. 10. 14. Where the Apoſtle in an elegant gradation, ſhewerh 
us by what means; and in What order to faith and Salvation, 
we ate futed for gloty. 592 

5. Obj. Although che Miniſtry be uſeſull for regenerationg- 
yet it is uleleſſe tothe regenercateee. 


Anſ., Why do ye not lay alſo that meat us necefſary for Chil- - 
dren, but ſupes ſluus tand; hurtfall co-mes: of age; tor wwerare : 


ure that the word at God duet. The Taulappeetrs 
o þ: of another mind, Ep. 46 3237, Fhe/Miniſtsy'otthis word 
nuſt continue (not for aſpearerianage,netiill-we'betegehe- 


rate, not till we ha ve got a little ſttength, but) till we all come ö 


in the unity of the faith, and of the know ledg of the Sun oIGod, 


2nto a petfect man, uato the meaſute of the ſtature ofthe full- 


geſſe of C nriſt. Not only till we be united to Chriſt by faith, but 
ill all the elect come to a peifect knowledg in the beatificall 


viſion, and to che full ſtatate of. Chriſt. Ire. remain many 
ſcales yet to be ſtrueken of from the — 99 eyes in the - 


world, and ſomè cubits bich niayiſtill d to głs higpe 


ature in this world by the; vvord o Gd Fh wor of God - 


is not only tha feed, oi which. che: Chriſtian babe is born hut 
che toad alſo, by vrhichthe Ciniſtãan man i ed, 1. Pet. N- 
aud is not only the ĩuſtrument of regenet ation, but of ed dea - 
tionaiſa Act. 20 n= im. 5 16, 17. Fherchors the 
ewabld nor huver belie var to fonſale thi: efſemblivg of 
the mſelp11 wgother, b wayrok C hriſtiam oongie 
and hear Gods word. Heb. nov 8% The word: oft God 
preachty that principle of regeneration; is: alſo the peineiple of 
nuttition. d Was! regeneratey!. yet he eate the word 
of the. Eord; and it wat to bim ti j an ing of bis heats» 
Jer. cr. David was regenerate; yet the word et Sd, was 
mote ſwert to his taſte then the moſt clarifyed honey; mote de- 
ſitable to tiis yes then the molt roſined gold, PI. 19. 11. 


lob was regenerate, yet he hid, or rather hoarded up the Com- 


mandements at God axthe beſt treaſure, in bis heart, ai the beſt 
treaſury Nay he eſteemed the-words of Gods mouth more 

then his neceſſary food, Ibb. 23. 12. 
Nay, ſince the beſt ſaints upon earth are by natute flow, 
lacure, apt to looſen themſetyes from God, and obnoxious to 
- 2 many 


egatidns 40:handies 


1 
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many wandrings both in head, heart, and hand, { as is ſadly 
exemplifyed in Sampſow the ſtrongeſt of men, David the molt 
humbled of finners, Solomon the wiſeſt of Kings, Peter the bol- 
beſt of believers ) -fince blindneſſe in part happens even to the 
deit of Iſrael, and no man even was or will be upon earth, ei- 
ther ſo compleat in ktiowledgorgrace, bur that ſomething will 
remain to be added to him, Phill; 3. 12. 2 Pet. 3. uit. we 
have daily and heutly need for, and ute of the word ofGod, 
whereby our ignorante may be inſtructed, our falntings teſreſhꝰd 
our eakneſs engt med, our dullneſs quit knedy our wander» 
ings reduced, our wa verings re ſolved, and we buiit up ini grate 
and in the-knowledg of our Lord and Saviour ſeſh: Chr iſt 
10 77117100 4 Hees 121382 JU CO eye BIG JOU, 976 
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N JF Ence we may ſee the abſolute neceſſity ofa Golpe - 
T Miniftry: Take. w this ſalt, and-yon havelthe 
werldifticking in ſin preſentiy. The whole»worldinotonl y 
falleth into, but lyeth in] ichednaſſe, 1 Job. 5. 19. and chere 
would lye and tot; to all eternity, were t not ſor this als. Tale 
2way chis Miniſtry, and ye take the ſunne out of the ii mament. 
Fol what is the world wirhout the Miniſtry of Gods word. hut 
tho pl ctuve of heli nay very hell upon eth wherein wiki by 
nd order, and eternal horraur. That of ahe Conflantineps litant 
v loſt mote common then that it needs: tu: be repeated; I. 
wee bener that the ſun did net abma, than that Chryloftome ubonid not 
b, Ake away this Miniſtry, and you take away! all the 
true kV eg oH the true Gude heat of pictyis. extinguiſb- 
edi ba horilme entere th, and you ſhali prefenthyreap a large ar- 
veſt ot the Weed ot ali error and prophaneneſfſe There will 
be n-ith+r ſoveraigu nor ſubject, Miſtteſſe nor mayele but all 
things will preſently: be in a confuſion. which veryamiſet yes 
our ancefto* did ſadly experience in the dark night of peperpj=to 
their great  M Rion, And not only they in their Papiticall, but 
alſo we in part ſee in our Atheifticall days, whereinthe Miniſtry 


and Miniſters of the Goſpell being ſet ar naught, he hath broke 
G 2 looſe, 


$4 


A Apology for the ini Hr Chap. VI. 


looſe, and a pumberlefle crewy of Tocuſis have ſptung out of the 


bottomleſſe pit, aſſuming to themſebves the names of Arriam, 4r- 


Reg gus 
Comment. 
de ſlatu 

A ugliæ. 


misians. Sec inan, Antinomignsy anabaptifts, Familstts, Antiſcriptu- 
niſts, Antiſabbatgrian:. Anbtrinitariant, Libertines , Eraſtians, Te- 
yellers, Mortglifts, Mullen yes, Embuſbaſts,, Separatiſts, Semiſepara- 
tilts, and many, mare ot the ſame brood, upon all which 
and ehe preſaut errgogeous-liate of ourkoglith Church; a ftran- 


ges Hath lor a black Mark. Sila aid: he) ind o years, i: 


become ar and fin ot all arc and dethar e. d Coun. 
rey, tam cha. ſoundat ĩon ot rhe-wosld hath branghgtorth; nnd 
baun ht un. ſam ny mooſtraus bia bg: id ha dhe. h May, in 


2 d,, take Nhe Minikirys andi en tan aua faithin 


in. God, prayer to God, and Salvation: given by him. Rum," 
to » and tromthe power of Sathan ro God. kr. 2182. | 


Chak, ik 4. 16. By this men axe tut ned troum darm ole 


Luk, A 1617. By chu. Cuiſt haahypropagated, his Ciel, 
overthrawn the Kingdom of Sathan, aud che power of datk- 
neſle, N., page, ider tan and ignorauct 


Lak 10. 18,19. This ſtops the blaſphemous' mouths and cut 


out the very. ſougus: of that peſtilent gane ration ol leſultes , 


aud Romiſh agents: Therefera when: God: wilt Haften the 
downfall of 4nti Chr, he wilb not doaùt bygtetularporwer, 
but hy the ſpir it. of his mouth 
power of na Goſpell preachty by αiuiſle n not 


whes, it Was founded, and reſtored it hen it was fallen. 
vaſe he hath. given (that which: he hart danyet 20 | 
Monarchs of the world) the Keys .oftho/Kingdoarof 


* 


ith,» 23.2 boſe 4. U. that i, By/the 

| by 

whom alſo he bath founded true religion; kent ivupors in "4 
. 
ente ſu 


en 


Mat. 16. Nhe 23. So that, they bind onicavtly is j 


10 be baund in beeren; and bat ttry looſe, to be locſtuaſu. Ni c 


ſome one got amiſſe inferra that a Miniſter rightly d 
his office; bath: not only preheminence abtve all ochet pri 
petſom, hut oven Kings and Princes; to which! Oh hο 
gives his ſuſſrageʒ I hat the very Ange ili oi Gad in heaven in 
this may give place to the Angells of God, which are upon 
earth, who although they be themſel ves in heaven, yet have no 
Keys to open to others. Take away this alladum i. e. come 
who will, and take away our place, and nation. Behold the 


diſaſters and diſorders, and the omnifarious calamitouſneſle of 


thoſetimes, wherein Ira was without the knowlede of the true 


God, 
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God, without a tearbing prieſt, and without law, 2, Chron. T5. 3. 5. 

Take away this light, ye have nothing bur ſtumbling. leb. 1 1. 

10. Take away Paſtourz, and ye ha ve men, like ſheep wan- 

dringz Take away thele guides, and ye have all ditches every 

where filled, with the catcaffes of the blind, that are fallen 

there. Take away this light, aud let us ſte what ſolid comfort, 
innumerable gold, anjncertupted proſperity, and triendly ſo- 

ciety will affords Take away this Arbe, and then ſhew ine the 
glory of Iſtasl. 1 F e in the Gol- 

pell texture, Eb. 4. 18, and ther i bd A letter between Igno- 

rafits, and Covenant breakers, Non. x. 31. If ye Would find Ae 
eruelty, ſearch the dar x places of the earth, for they ate full of it, <w>ire: 
Pſu74+ 10. Come ſee and heare the wiſe man's whoremonget 
bevy r \at laſt, Prov. 5. 13, 14. I baye not obeyed 
ws = op Benhbld the root of bitterneſſ e/theToln- 
rai of tis itt), Ner inclined! Witte eurd to them that 3h ſtyuctril wit. 
Hine ihe fachrywe, cer ʒ the ground of the couplaint. Witeretbie 


the Lord/promiſerbfairhtull-paſtors as a great bleſſing, and fin- 
— ineſſe, II. 30 20, 21. The Lord will give you the bread 
of ane, and the warer of af ſuct on. Behold tit ſore ? Bit 1% 


tauuberrs bull not be! removed: int Corner an mere; thine'tys l 
thy uach Befrold the falve 2 the We ſuffer 5 | 
aui thitit. and ad verfiry; ſor tryalt and purgatĩon, yet If God 
wall be pruſent with us in out teathets, io may ſtrengthen the 
Wesk, cheare the ſad, retreſh the fainr; and reach us the Ways 
ofthe Lord, ovr/hunget will be a1 — plenty, our ad vet ſi- 
ty will ouc-bine- profperiry; bnd dur 9 oy oe the 
watersofibe Sanftuzty. And on the other hand; 45 Fiungerand 
thicftare bleſlings with the word; ſo is a famitie of the vd 
the greateſt curſe on this fide heli, though in themidſt of plenty 
and proſperity . ſo is ĩt repreſemed, am. 8. 1. H. 2925; Yo. 
what is the body toit ſaut no more cempatable 1 nue 
then tie eloaths areto the: body. And fs to ſtquenthy whit is 
the ſuſtentation; and nouriſhment! of th — 4 that ofthe 
loul? Wheat is but chaffe to the btead of fe; Wie is but 
water to the droppings of the SanRAuaty; Haney ie bat Waxe, 
nay, very bitternefſe to the werd of God; F.. 19. 10. And fo 
conſequently what is a famine of bread, or of water, to a fa- 
mine of the word of God, w hich is the moſt exce 1:nt food of the 
moſt excellent ſubſtance in this world, even our precious _ ! 
2. This 


* HQ 


2. This acquaints us with our miſerable condition, by nature. 
It gives us to underſtand, that we are altogether deſtitute of 


pore y jor E amirry ap VI. 


: the ſalt of Mortification and Repentance, It we-were ſound, 
and could ſo preſerve qut ſelves, what negded we this ſalt; what 
- unſayory, filthy, ſtinking, corrupt caicales arg men, till * 


be ſeaſoned with this heaygnly ſal: ! Let us therefore bleſs 


God for this Sealoner,  and-that he hath cauſed us to be 


brogght forth, and brought within the ſound of the glo- 


. rious Goſpel]; and pray with all earpeſtneſs. that, as God 


hath out of his mere goodgely ordained a Miniltry for us, 
that he wodld, preſerye it amongſt us zas he hath (er, it up, 
ſo that he would keep it ſtanding, whileſt-the world it ſelf 
ſhall Rand. | | | 

3+ This acquaints us with the dignity. and efficacy of the ſacred 
Miniſtry ; of, aj that ſerve and mimlter to Chriſt, his Am- 
baſſadouts are his chictelt ſer vans, and choiſeſt miniſters, 
Their iniſtcy.js molt excellent, becauſe, they miniſtes; 10 
God, Heb, 5. 1. and that, not in the things. pertaining to this 
life, but is the things that reſpect the Kingdome of God, and 
the. eyerLaſting Salyation of, men :. this, migiſtry is called a, 
thing not (mall, Namh,16.19,, Hay, ĩt is called an honpury Heb." 
$+4: nay the Prophet puts a beauty with an admiration, upen 
rhe, very feet af the Goſpell-miniſters, . 52. 7. Has beeuufol 
are the Jeet of ibem that bring, good dings of good., tha; publih ſei- 
vatian ho could the beauty of them be exprelt- more tally, 
than by ſuch an elegant particle of. admitation & and Jet, if. 
the heaut ot heit feet muſt have an admiration ber ba. 
expreſs.chem.,,, by What. hall, we.exprels the, beauty rtheit 
faces? Learn hence, what a glotious creaſu;e rhe, Golpell ib. 
whata glarious O ſice the Preaching of it is, what glorious 
and honourable ſervants the preachers, of it; they.bave been 
2 delight to the very Kings, of 0 £ath,, who, in tobanol. 
honguf aug reverence, haye calledghem fathers, a Kings 6, 15. 
nay, they, haye,not onely {pokey teve ent fh, hut iſo. 
comfor tably to them, 2 Chron. 30. 22+ and 35.24... wicked Saul 
himſelt. could not but revesence holy Samuely x Same15 aud 
ene could, not hut geſpeg che gracious Bypriſt, Merk,; 
6.20. zhe D af {a much x oh to a Gelaticn,:- 
that they received hiin 48 an Angel ef God, even as (lid e ſus (fe 


his Amballadour he was ) Gal. 4. 14. Behold Cern. lius the Cei 
turi⸗ 
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turion falling down before Peter the Apoſtle, and worſhipping 
him, Act. 10. 25, Oh ſtupendious humanity, and humility ! 
a Roman Captain, a Gentleman Souldier ſtooping to a poor 
Apoſtle, and offering him honour, not onely more than could 
be exſpeRed, but than durſt be accepted: Lo Alexander the 
grand Tenant of the Univerſe (whole ranging foul knew no 
confines, whoſe ſtately fpirit ſcorn'd to own any Monarch) 
ſtooping before, and doing reverence' unto laddus the leib 
High-prieft; leſephuf. Anriquit, I. Tr. c. 9. It is not much that 
4quilwand Pfiſti mould * — their lives to danger for Pau 
lake 'Row.1 8-3447 but yet it poke their great affection to, and 
eſtimation ot him. Obſerve the reverend carriage of the noble 
Obadiab, Governoui of the Kings houſhould, towards Elijah a 
podr paffecutet Prophet, 1 Kings 18.7. He fell on bit fate, 

anũ ſnd Art thow+het my Ber Ha? and not only him did he 
reverence; but maniteſted his great affeRtions toward an 
hundred of the Lords Prophets, even with the danger of his 
lite, ver. f 3. fuch was the honour ſometimes thought due to 
the men ot God. Miniſters are gitcs, not — — a 
but Ipirituall: they are part of Chriſts parchaſe, and a fingular- 
fruit of his aſcenſion, wo went up into heaven, that they 
might comedown- upon the earth, Eph, 3. 10, 11. Surely thet 
gift of the Sun and ſalt, are a mere nothing, it compared With 
this heavenly Largeſs. By this Miniſtry the glory of Goc is 
manifeſted, faith rs begotten and nouriſhed, charity 'kindled” 
and enflamed: by this the Ignotant are inſtructed, the idle 
ate provoked, the unconſtant are faſfened to the truth, as it 

were nile, Fcrlef 11 ft. the wicked ate convinced, the Wenk 
att conſitmed, the zoot of wickedneſs caſt up, and the 

branches cur off. This Goſpell- miniſtry; in the #poſtles” 
minde,” Farre out- goes the Miniſtry of the Law, 2 Cor. 307.9, 

9:%and Toby Baptiſt (who himfelf was ſcarce a Gofpel- preacher,” 
had yet;*Heeanſe of his more then ordinaty nearnefs thete- 
unto, his preheminence , not onely of the ſilken Courtiers in 


our Savioars account , but of all the'Prophers his p edeteſſors, 


Matth.11. 7,8,9,10. And yet the meaneſt of the taithfull Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt (in regard of the clearneſs of the Doctrine 
taught by him) is greater then he, The greatexcellency and 
dignity of the Sacred Miniſtry will eaſily appear, it we 


conſider, _ 
| ir» lhe 


47 


" porory for lhe MinStry - ap. VT, 
1. The 4. hour of it, not man, but God. The commen- 
dationot the Scriptures is, that they are G, 2 Tim 3-16, 
The commendation of Belieyers is, that they ate en 
Iſa:54.13+ The lame authotity commends the Miniſtry of the 
Word, Eph. 4+ 11. % Int Chriſt gave {ome Apoſtles; &c. 
He put; his Miniſters into Commiſſion, Matib. 28, 19, 20. 4nd 
Ieſus came and ſpake unto them , ſaxing, All power is given 6 


ms in beaven aud in earth ;, Gs Je therefore, and teach all 


Nations, baptizing them. And . S. Paul-magoifier his Miniltry 


hy this authority, 1 Cer. 1. 1. 2 Cor. 1. 1. and Gal t. 1. Paul an 


Apoſtle » not of men, wer by' man, but by leſus Chris, an 


- God the father, It is not mans appointment, but an Ordi- 


nance of God yz not a humane fiction, but a Diving. 

Inſtution. * F 
3. The Aniquly of it, which alſo commends the good- 

rels of a good thing. The Miniſtry of the Church isno new 


Iavention, but an ancient Ordination: for it had been 
even from the beginning, which the Churches of God ha ve 


not Wanted in any age, neither before, nor under, nor 


ſince the Law ; Before the Law were the Patriarchs, who 


inſtructed their Families in the Wotſhip of God, and pro- 
pagited Religion to their Poſterity: Under the Law God 
had his Prielts, and Levites, and Prophets, who bad their 
unctious, millions, and Commiſſions from him: And fince 


the Law iu, Chriſt hath given Apoſtles, Paſtors, 
Evangeliſts, Teachers. | 


i3+ The Minifters of it: the Patriarchs, the Prophets , Chrifl 


| himſelf , and his -Apeſtles. Iſaiab was of the blood royal, and 


ta Minifler of this miniſtry: King Solomon eommends 


himſelf to the Church of God under the name of Kabelesb: 


and amongſt other his Titles, ſeems to glory firſt;, and moſt 


in that of The Preacher, E ccleſ. 1. 1 The words of the Preacher, 


and then it follows, the ſon of David, King in teruſalem. Noah 
the Monarch of the whole world was 4 Preacher of righte- 


* ouſueſi, 2 Pets. 3. Nay ,: Chrift leſus himſelf, God bleſſed for 


evermore , came to minifter, Merk. 10. 45. and to; be the Maſter- 
preacher of the Goſpel, Beb.1,2. The Apeſtles and Teachers 
that have ſucceeded him, being ſet up by him (1 Cor, 12. 28.) 
are alſo honourable : For what greater honour can there 
be in Court, then to ſucceed in jthat place and employ- 


ment, 


71. k a1 NAINIENANCE 
ment, in which the King's ſon / himſelf deigned ſometime to be» 
4. The Objed about Which it is converfant : not the body, 
but the ſou]; not humane Laws; ſeciilar concernments, but 
ſpirituall things relating to the Wo hip, ſervice, and glory 
of God, and the fatyation of ſoules. Phyſicians” binde up 
bruiſed bodies, Lawyer pateh up broken Eſtates, whileit 
Chiſt Miniſters bind up broken hearts, and ſalve wounded 
conſciences. If therefore the body be unworthier then the 
loul, the eatth be content to be below the hexvyens,*externalls 
ive place to etetnalls; parity of teaſon will prefer this ſacred 
Pendlom before and ſet it above all others. * 1 
'5CThe' Supernatural Iffeds thereof, ſuch as the Converſion, 
Sanctification, and Salvatien of man; In all which the 
dignity of the ſacred Miniſtty does admirably appear, and in 
thedignity of the miniſtry doth alſo appear the dignity of the 
Miniſters, Neither ter any one fay , they are ſeryancs;” they 
a but :Miniſters, and therefore not to be honoured ; for 
that dexogates not awhir trom their honour: I they be 
ſety ant, they ate the ſervants of the: Church of God; If 
they — — infters of hngt, the Lord ot 
beay «ns eatthyand bell; They arc not the ſervants of Kingy 


da-gladly Miniſter y neither are they of the meaneſt of Chr 
fer ante, putin ſome low place et ſervice,” but they ſerve 
him in the diſt:ibution of the moſt — tresſure, e ven 
Goſpell-grace., 2 Cor. 4. 7. now to be the Tteaſuter vl the 
Le, is a greater: honour then to be Lord-Treaſtrer. And 
if ahere be honour in the meaneſt Office performed i 4, 
a wood aud drawing water for the SanQuiny 5 ind 
keeping the door of the honſe of God, ſol lg. id. firety the: 
higheſt: O Bites cannot he dine Alf the things that 
render any ſervied honourable ; do concurte to mate this 
great empſayment truly honourable 1. Nerve un bone 
— nes Teboyad {' the Monerch bf heaven and 
carth;!! +2; Ou ſervice i in it felf excellent and hondurable« 
3% Dur ges amd reward is the bightft of wil hey, viz; 4 Ciown 
of glory; Got does not onely kotfodr his faith nern 
that honour him, in this life; but he Has reſerved' a more 
exceeding weight of glory for them againſt the dme to eome. 
Oh what admirable honour _ be given of God t the — 

ay 
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day to bis taighſgll Miniſters! Then ſhall ſtand forth before 


. God and his Angels, and all men, Andre bringing, with 


him his Achat, Whom by his miniltry he gained to Chriſt; 
Joby with his Aſians + Themas with his Inde; Peter with his 
lews; Paul with his Gentiles; and all the pious and painfull 
Miniſters of Chriſt , with the children that God hath given 
them in their reſpective Ages and Generations, and theſe 
Mall be their. crown of glorying, in the preſence. of Jeſus 
Chriſt at his, coming. 1 The. 2.19. a 

What remains therefore, but that we give ſuch honour to 
our Teachers, as is due to the Ambaſladours and Miniſters of 
the molt high God, For although they be ſervants, yet are 
they his ſervants, whom to ſerve is to raign; Look not 
upon them as ſlaves, but as ſuch ſervants, to whom honour, 
xevetence, and obedience is due, even by the command of God 

1 Tim. 5. 1. Tit. a. 15. Heb. 13. 17. 1 Cor. 16.1 5, 16. The Apoſtle 
Paul deũres the Theſſaloni ans, 1 Thrſ-3. 12,13. not onely to know, 
but to acknowledg theic Teachers, nay, to love them With a 
high ſtrain of affection, even to an Hyperbole, to eſtcem 
them —— which Tranſlaion yer comes ſhort of the 
expreſlion, . ck imp i moe tre; dm Let us imitate the 
Galatians, Whoſe very eyes were net ſo deat in their heads, as 
the Apoſtle Paal was in their eyes, Gal 4.15. 

_ But here à double Caution. is needſull. 1. Let us take 
heed leſt theſe Eucomiums and commendations of the Miniſtry 
lay in us the grounds of ptide, leſt we be puffed up with the 
dignity of our Office. And to this purpoſe twill net be 
amiſs to conſider, that the op:ration and efficacy of our Mi- 
niſtry is not from our ſelves; but from God, 4d. 3. 12, 13. 
1 Cer. 3. J, 6, 1. We te onely, Miaiſtera, det Lords of mens 
faith, buc Miniſters ly em they belierr; Our planting and 
watering avail nothing unleſs God give. encreaſe. I he 
Preacher beats the ears, but God alone breaks the heart; The 
Preacher teacheth, but God gives koowledg the Preacher 
perſ wades, but God jinclines ; labs baptiſeth with water, but 
Chriſt onely with tbe Boly ban, and with fre, Maith. 3. 11. 2. 
Let us take heed of diſbonouting this honourable calling by 
unſuiceable lives, lives led in drunkenneſs, idleneſs, ignorance, 
proſaneneſs, hereſie, pride, covetouſneſs, uncleanneſs,\ ports 
a pale ier dr take deed of being unſayory (ale, of 

Nen | peaking , 
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ſpeaking ſilken words, and things to pleaſe mens fancies; 
and fo proving, zather honey then ſalt io ihe fingers, a3 
they wers Each. 13. 10, 13s They that are ſuch, teach 
others the things Which themlelves contemm; Ibey 
that Teproye others, had themſelves need to be itte pto- 
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VVho can abide the trait ron Gracchi, when 
They make complaints againſt ſeditiou men? 
Shall Clodius condemn Adulterie 

Or. Catiline Cethegus, worſe then bee? 


Certainly be mult needs ſtrike faintly upon the Conſciences 
of fianers, who has his own Conſcience polluted with groſs 
ſinnes; and how ſhall he inveigh againſt the vices of others, 
who tears ſhame for his own ? Het 1hall be teach well that lives 
ill . or ſeaſon others, who is. himſelf altogether unſayoury ? 
How can the covetous MiniRer preſs his people toheavenly 
mindednels; or, with what tace can the drunken Docter 
commend to another a ſober couiſe of life? Or, it he de, tis 
ſeldome with good ſucceſs; A wicked man may indeed preach 
againſt wickedneſs, but will hardly preach it down, except 
he preach in deed; He that attempts io take a-mote out of 
his brothers eyes, muſt either caſt the beam out of his own 
firſt, or elſe he will certainly be entertained with the Provetb, 
Phyſician beal thy ſelf. He 4 a Phariſaicall Teacher that ſaies, 
and does nothing, Mat. 23. 3. ſuch take away all authority from 
their Preachings, plucking down with their life what they 
build with their lavguagez; For, who will obey, when the 
Preachers teach dilobedience ? Of all creatures upon earth 
degenerate men ate the worſt; of all men, wicked Chri- 
ſtians; and of all Chtiſtians, wicked Miniſters; They are the 
ſhame of the Clergy , the worſt ef Varlets, net Paſtors but 
impoRtors, ne Dodlers bat Seducers, not Diſpenſers but Diſperſers, 
the increment and Inſtruments of Sathan, and the very 
picture of that wicked'one; they are like the Statue of Mercury. 
that ſhew others the way, which themſelves walk not; like 
bells that call men to hear the word and will of God, but them- 
ſelves want ears; like ſpunges, that cleanſe other things, but 
remain unclean themſel ves; 2 ks Inſtzumenc , that 
* 13 . x 2 Creates 
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creates delight to others, but it ſelt ĩs ſenſleſs of any; or like 
the Shipwiights that made an Ark to fave Noab and his Family 
in, but themſelves were drowned. No wonder (ſaies a learned 
Authout) if that polity be made a prey, aad brought to naught, 
whoſe VVatchmen are blinde , whoſe Preachers dumb, whoſe Chum- 
Cleman. bent lame, whoſe Phyſicians ſick, whoje Teachers untaught z and 
giis, Exil. whoſe Guides are ignorant of the way, Hence [prings-the ruine 
75-233, of the Chureh, the corruption ot manners; a tink of ſinne, 
* "@ deluge of Prophaneneſs, the ſterving of Charity, the ha- 
zarding of Faith, the debaſement of Religion , the poyſon 
of peſtilent Schiſms, the contempt of the Miniſtry; and all 
Eccleſiaſticall Orders, and Ordinances. Hence it is that the 
p:ople are fo wicked , for how ſhould there chooſe but be 
whoredome in Ephraim, and defilement in Iſrael, when 
the Prieſts-commit lewdneſs , Heſ. 6. 9,10+ The actions of 
publick perſons are influentiall; and this gave occafion to 
that witty conjeture of Charles the fifth, who -guelt at the 
Kate of a City, or Commonwealth, by three things, by con- 
fdcring their Paſter. their Pedegogue, their Preter: The Church 
depends upon the Paſtor, the School upon the Maſter, the 
Court upon the Pretor, who are the ſalt of their teſpective 
iplaccs; Such therefore a5 ĩs the Preacher , is the Church; as is 
dhe Pedagogue, ſo are the children; as is the Pretor, ſo are the 
citizens. Good reaſon therefore why God requires ho- 
Jineſs in thoſe eſpecially, that come thus- nigh unto him, 

Lov: 10. 2, 3+ x 
Neither does it mitigate to {ay ,. that theſe Miniſters are 
Jearned, but rather aggravate. Learning dwells ill in an e vill 
man :. bt is like wine in a poyſoned cup, or a ſword in a mad 
mans hand. Dextericy of wit, the liberall Arts, the know- 
ledge of the-Tongues , and humane Learning are indeed ex- 
cellent gifts. from God; but they are all miſerably: prophaned 
in ſuch a man. A Religious dunce is better then he: And 
it comes to:paſs by the juſt ludgment of God, that the devyill 
works more powerfully in none, then in wicked and Apoſtate 
| Miniſters; inſomuch that they are called-Devills, Iebn 6.7 0, 
21. the worſt name in the world: Such do not onely invite, 
but even compell, by their example: The examples of Mi- 
niſters are cogent, Gal. 2. 14. Chriſt therefore threatens theſe 
ugſayoury ſalis with ſad Judgment, Zate 34-34, 15. Which 
8 : ps ps udgment 
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Judgment that we may the better underſtand, let us confider ir 
in theſe following particulars. 

1. Vnſayoury ſalt hath this inconvenience, that its lef# nature 
cannot berepayred, There it no further (alt wherewith this un(a- 
* youry ſalt can be ſeaſoned. The urhappinelle of it is theretore 
very unhappy» Thebeft things in their corruption become the 
worſt, The beſt nouriſti nent becomes the worſt excrement, 
the beſt wine is corrupte4{into the ſharpeſt vinegar. Degene- 
rate Miniſters are hardly cured ; for what remains with 
which they miy bs reſtored and ſeaſoned? If the people be 
unſayoryy God hath given Miniſtzrs to ſeaſon them ; Bat 
it themſelves be corrupt and! unſayory, what cure ſhall 

we find for them, Theſe vines if chey be fruitfull, are 
the beſt trees in Gods garden, and the worſt, if barren, 
rech. 15. 

2. — 4 ſalt is unprofitable. It is not ſit fox the earth, for 
it will nor ſuffer it to be fruifull, not for the dunghill, for it will 
not ſuffer it to fructity, So unprofitable ate ry, f Miniſters, 


3 


who are therefore depofed from their Miniſtry, and diſcarded 
by the Churches cenſure : other things in their corrupe ſtate are 
good for ſomething, as degenerate wine generates vinegar, and 
the excrement of nouriſhment, noutiſhes land. Nut infatuated 
ſalt is ſounprofitable, as that it is alſo hurtful; ſo hurtfull as 
that it makes the very dunghills themſelves unptoſitable. Such 
vile, unproficable hurtfulſ creatures are Apoſtate Miniſters and 
corrupt; to whom God therefore threatneth, rejection, depoſition, 
and contempt. Hos. 4. 6. Mall. 2. 8, 9 Exr. 2. 62. 

3. Vnſavoury ſalt is troden under foot of men, which is the height 
of Incoming and ſhame, So Eceboliys the apoſtate cryed our, 
tread npon me unſavory ſalt. The juſt judgment of God cauſes 
their Miniſtry to be contemned, whoſe lives are contaminated. 
Thus the ſacrifices of the Lord were abhorred, becauſe of the 
vileneſſe of the lactificers. 1. Sam. 2. 17. Nay, as though the 
treadings under ſeet of men were not enough+miſerable, the 

verb hath layd prophaned Miniſters lawer then the earth, 
which ſayth, that Hell # payed with the belmets of princes, and he 
abaving of priefls., Woe be to that Paſtor, that is not true, but 
treacherous, not lively and diligent, but dult and ſloathfull, 
who is rather the counterfeit of a Paſtor than indeed ſuch, who 
feeds not his people, bur his purſe, and his paunch; woro _ 
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their mu eye, their aim {hall be clean eyed up. 2 


right eye utterly darkned. Zach. 11. 27. Gad : will wea- 
ken their ſtrength, and irtatuate their judgments. Suchare the 
puniſhments of theſe wicked, unlayeur yzupprofitableMipiſters. 


2. Another ſat of &3ſavory ſalt, and gifted Brethren (as they 
call themſehves) though bow batten ty good gf » all may 
ſee. Theſelike the Partridiges Chickens, un Müh the ſhells 
upon their heads, Thus the little ducklings fall a ſwimming 
az ſoon asthey are well hatcht, and the Lyons whelps teate 
their own. paſlage into the World: But ſuch haſty births ate 
lightly blind. There is an incurable iich of teaching, which 


poſſeſſes many wild heads in theſe days, who think they know 


that which indeed they ate ignorant of, nay, ate ignorant of 
their ignorance. In all other arts and ſciences, men uſe fizſt to 
learn and after to teach. But in divipity we have many that 
teach what they never learn'd, and become the Maſters of 
fools, betore they have been the Schollars of wiſe men. And 
hence it ĩs that this waxen divinity, of theirs receives any im- 
preſſion, and they themſelves are metamorphoſed into many 


ſhapes. Theſedo noi ſeaſon ſouls, but poyſon them, not ediiye, 


but deſtroy them, not communicate initruction, but convey in- 
feRtion, Theſe are plants without ſap, wells without water, 
ſtarrs without light, bubbles broken with a-blaſt, and waves 
of the ſea, foming out their own ſhame, quoram prophetia non i 
i ſed rwnin- theſe prophets are fools, theſe ſpirituall men are 
mad. This liberty of propheſying, this root ot maniſold bere- 
{yes is to be rooted out, as that which hath eaten as a Gangrene, 
and infected many. Oh that ſome Hercales will oppoſe himſelf 
to this many headed Monſter ? many complain of this e vill, 


but few put to their hand ſor the reforming of it: So that it 


may juſtly be feared, that whilſt the inſectors are ſpared, more 


will be infected. The true ſhepheards are an abomination to 


thefe Egyptians. Egyptians * Nay they are worſe then Egyptians: 
For the Egyptians tempered their clay with ſtraw to make bricke 
of, But theſe have neither ſtraw nor Rubble, neither wit vor 
learning, nor any other materialls to build with, but da w be 
with untempered mortar. Theſe like Jerelaam, one of the worſt 
men in the World, make priefts of ibe meaneſt of the people. Nay, as 
Caligala made his horſe Cenſul;to theſe make iheir aſſes preach- 

es, 
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ers, whoifthey can. do nothing elſc, yet like Balaums afe, can 
reprove the madneſſe of the prophets. Thele are the men that 
give mouldy bread inſtead of Ambroſia, vinegar inſtead of Nectar, 
and poyſons inſtead of preſervatives they mixe tares with 
their wheat, and dregs with their wine, preach without pains, 
andare heard without profit, They dream dreams, and then 
tell them, they. cauſe the people to erre by their 1yes and by 
their lightnefle, when God ſent them not, nor commanded 
them, therefore they doe not proſit the people at all. ler, 63. 
386. Away ye unſayory crew of ſenſeleſſe, ſapleſſe, ſaltleſſe 
dunces, Anabaptiſts, Collpers, Saltmersbes, Haggard. &c. 


Is all this tribe, this crewy hat will you calbt; 
There is not to be found one corn of ſalt. 


This brood of vipers have come forth in a numerous multi - 
tude, in this decrepit old age of the world, doting upon opini-- 
ons, and under the ptetext of piety, going about to overthrow, 
Scriptures. Sacraments, univerſityes, all order andordinancesy 
to confound heaven and hell, with more than a Gigantick con- 
fidence, and whoriſh impudence. Let the heayens tremble 
and the earth be amazed, and both be aſnamed, that this our 
Rrittain ſhould bring forth, and bring up ſuch monſiets. Are 
theſe the returas of ſo many incomes from above? Ate theſe the 
fcuits of ſo much patience and love? Do we thus requite the 
Lord, a people fooliſh and unwiſe? There hath been a famous 
Church, and a renowned Miniſtry in theſe parts of the world. 
Nay, and there is ſtill a Chureh and 2 Miniſtry, although it ap- 
pear to be clouded, or rather can not appear, becaute it is 
clouded. But let us lift up our hearts, and eyes to Chiiſt Ieſus, 
whole Miniltry it is, for although it bs clouded, yet he will 
at length cauſe;thoſe clouds to yaniſh, although it lye in the duſt 
for the preſent, yet he will not Jet it be choakt there. But to 
the purpoſe. They that are ſenſible of the weightineſſe of the 
miniſteriall calling, will not run upon their own heads, nay 
they will abide thruſting, Mat. 9. 37. Moſes undertook the 
charge of Gods people with reluctancy, and Jeremiah after 
many excuſes, and ſo do they that know they ate about a work 
of continuall pains, inevitable danger, and implacable hatred, 
And thereſote we have Moſes ſent byGod, Exod; 3, 10. Haren 
| ſeparated 4 
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: ſeparated that be iboald ſanctify the moi? holy things, 1. Chr. 23. 13. 
The propbers called, the Apoſtles choſen. I oh. 6. 70. In a word, 
allMiniſtess are ſent. Rom. 16. 15. Her shall they preach ex- 
cept they be ſent? That is, they cannot lawfully preach, For al- 
though it be evident that many doe preach that ate norſent, yet 
by what right, by what authority, with what good conſcience 
can they preach, except they be ſent? No one can undertake 
and exerciſe the publick employment of the Miniſtry, except 
| hecanſay with the Apoltle, that he is made 4 Minifter of the Goſ- 
poll. Eph. 3. 7. he mult ſtay for a call, leſt that be charged 
upon us. ler. 23. 21+ 1 bare not ſent them, yet they ranne, 
Which is yet further plain from the practiſe ot all in old, and 
New Teſtament times; who diligently expeRted and obſerved 
a miſſion or call to this ſacred employment. No man of them 
took this honout to himſelf (that is, rightly, and ſafely) Heb. 
5. 4. That of Lather therefore deſerves goldemletters, Sir ſtill 
till God call; Nay, although tbou wert wiſer than Solomon or Daniel, 
yet if thou be not called;fize the office, as bell it ſelf; and ſpeak not aword. 
If God need thee. he will call bee; if be call thee not, thy knewledg will 
not burſt thee &c. For God doth never proſper the labours of ibem, 
whom be never called to labour; For although they may preach things in 
themſelyes wholſome ; get they do not beat, things in themſelves profitable, 
yet they de not profit the people. But on the contrary, great bath been the ſuc« 
ceſſe of thoſe that have gene at Ged's ſending, and preacht at Gods bidding. 
Away with the unfixed Anebeptiits then, who determine 2 
ſelf- ordeiner of what condition and calling ſoever, to the pulpit 
promiſcuouſly without any proofe of a lawfull call; and by this 
means have brought in a kind of barbarous diſorder, and baby- 
loniſh contuſion into the Church of Chriſt: which confxfion God 
abhorrs, as appears by his reiterated complaints, ler. 14 14. 
and 23. 21, 32. and 27. 15. Chiiſt reproves the Angell of 
Thyatirs for ſuffering lex abel, who called ber ſelf a propbatefſe, (but 
was none) to teach and to ſeduce many, Rev. 2. 20. God hath alfo 
puniſhed ſuch uſurpers with exemplary judgments, witneſſe, 
ALA. 1 Saw. 6. 6, 7: Uzxiahthe King. 2. Chro. 26. 16, 
17. Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, who, for offering to arrogate 
to themſelves the prieſthood, were fwallowed up alive, into 
a grave made without hands. Numb. 16. 10, 32. 
4 Inference follows, If there be 4 Minifiry, then there maſt be 
Schools of learning, and Kniverſityes. If the end be allowed, the 
means 
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means conducing' to that end muſt not he denied. Ii is now 
neceſſary, that they, that are intended for the ſacred Miniſtry, 
be inſtructed and principled in the Sthools, rhoſe Nurleries lor 
the Church: As an Orehai d, though it be excellently prunꝰd, 
manur'd, and managed, and ſet with the choiceſt and fruitfulleſt 
trees in the world, wil decay, and at length come to nothing, ex- 
cept there be a Nutſery ot young plants, which may be placed 
and ſucceed, in the roome ot the barren and dead ttees: So the 
ſacred Miniſtry cannot long endure fale and fixme, except there 
be ſome formed, educated, inſttucted in the Schools; and 
fitted to ſucceed in the employment; For Miniſteriall gitts are 
not now adayes inſpired into men immediately and miracu- 
louſly, but mediately gotten by reading, meditation, ſtudy, 
and diligent pains , as appeares 1 Tim. 4. 13, 15. Hence it hath 
been the care of pious Princes, to found, endow, and maintain 
Schools and Univerſities, in which young Students might be 
ſeaſoned with, and educared in piety and good Learning, 
who might afterwards be Champions to defend the truth, and 
put to flight Errors aud Herefies, And therefore let it be the 
care of all who have power in their hands, ſtrongly to defend, 
and diligently to preſerve the Revenues, and Priviledges ot 
Schools and Univerſities, that the glory of our Church may 
not fade, but be ſtill more and more glorious, : unleſs you 
will be worſe than the uncircumciſed Philiſtines, who 
are obſerved to have ſpared the Colledge of the Prophets, 
Iſa. 10. 5. 
Away then with Famil:ſte, Anabaptifls, VVeigelians, & c. wb 
rail againſt Learning, and Learned men at this tate, They ate 
unfit for the Miniſtry who are trained in Schools, and taught of men; 
There u no knowledge of Chriſt in Wnivtrſuties, They are the Nuiſeries 
of wickedneſs, the Plague of the Common-mwealth. Oh the 
Agyptian darkneſs that hath overſpread the mindes of men! Ox 
Impudence, like that of Pope Paul the ſecond! who condemned 
them all for Hereticks, not onely that were Students, but 
( whoſe hatredof Learning was fo deadly) tha! be pronounced 


all them Hereticks, that either in carneſt or in jeſt chould name an 


Univerſity ; who therefore commanded the Romans not to 
ſuffer their children to conveiſe in Books, or to ſtudy lor 
Learning, ſaying, it were enough, if they could write and 
read, Theſe men are not mote like this Paul the Pope, __ 
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fumed; made better, and not unmade. . Let cormptien be 
drained; abuſes be taken away, and ibs, ülg ot them 
remain. eos greater”. ae DO 
5. It appears hence, that that is a ſound and e ih Ly 
which bites and pietceth the conſciences of the hearers, I te 
Maſſe indeed is toothleſſe, and cannot bite, but Salt is ofa biting, 
and ſharp nature. Nothing torments a ſinnet like the free and 
fiacere Preaching of the Word, Hence it comes to paſs, that the 
fincere and ſavoury Preachers do purchaſe.to themſelves all 
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' contempt, reproach and hatred; which gave occaſion to Luther 


(who knew well enough what ſalt preaching was) to define 
preaching thus, It i a deriving of the batred of the whole world . 
upon ones ſelf. Hence it was, that the wotld hated and peiſe- 
cured Chriſt and his Diſciples, becauſe they teſtified of ic, that 
the works thereof were evill, lohn7. 7. and 15. 19. The 


| Golſpell, becauſe of its ſharpneſs, has alwayes been the ſcorn 
and detifion of the ſtinking world, requiring the Mortification 


of the fleſh, ſelf-deniall, and other things uvpleaſant to corrupt 
nature. And although theſe ſharp Corroſi ves, thele bitter 
Pills do heal andpurge, yet ſuch is the tenderneſs and ſoftneſs 
ot the moſt, that they had rather rot in their ſinnes, than to be 
ſharply reproved , although that be for ſalvation. But this is 
an infallible Argument of a wicked man, and a heart full of 
putrifying ſores, not to be able to abide the ſalt of ſound Reproof, 
witneſs Ahab, 1 Kings 18. 4. Awatziab, 4mos 7. 10. and Felix, 
AAs 24. 25. No wonder then if they have filthy hearts, and 
ſinking lives, who ſtudiouſly put away from them this (alt, 
withdraw themſelves from this Miniſtry. 

As for us, Brethren in the miniſtry, let us net faint, but go 
on with chear and courage, thanking God that we are worthy 
to be hated of the world, for it is a good proof of our ſincerity 
to be ſo entreated. And if this be to be vile, to ſeaſon the 
corrupt world with the ſayoury Word of Cod, Oh that we 
might be yet more vile! let us love ſtudy, preach ſound doctrin. 
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which although it be ſharp, yet its ſavoury, although it wound 
the conſcience,yet it will heal, although it be bitter in the mouth 
yet in the Concluſion will prove tweeter than the honey and 
the honey- comb. Although the Ploughthare of the Goſpell 
touch upon our very ſoules, yet let it be welcome, it by this 
means our ſpitituall weeds and thiſtles may be rooted out. 
Chriſts Spoule is a Dove, Cant. 5. 2. Now Doves love 
ſalt exceedingly. Oh then ye Chriſtians, fly to the 
Congregations, Where this Salt is to be had, as doves to the 
Windows. 


* 


CHAP. VII. 
More Corrolaries iſſuing from the Docłrine. 


'T He Third ſe is for Conſolation. It is clear, that Salham 

does perſecute the ſound and ſincere Miniſters ot the 
Goſpell with all might and main, knowing them to be the 
main enemies of his kingdome , that feek by all means to 
deltroy it, according to what was propheſied of them, Lake 
10. 18. them therefore he aſſails with reproaches, perſecution, 
perdition, fire, ſword, baniſhment, hunger, thirſt, and death ir 
ſelf. He encourageth his Agents againſt them, as the King of 
Syria did his Captains, 1 Kings 22. 31, Fight neither agatnſt great nor 
ſmall , ſave onely againit the King of Iſrael. For the King 


being conquered , the ſouldiers flie: the Shepherd being 


ſmitten, the ſheep are ſcattered. Let not us dream of better 
uſage from him and his than Chriſt and his diſciples found 
from them. The Apoſiles were counted by the world, as 
the filth of the world, the off- ſcouring of all things, 1 Cor, 4. 12. 
men unworthy of the ſociety of men, worthy to be extermi- 
nated the world, and to be troden under foor, Paul is counted 
a babler Acts 17.18, a peſtilent fellow , nay, if we tranſlate the 
word properly, the Plague it (elf, 4.24.5. 4 man unfit to live, 
AR, 22. 22. Chiilt himfelf was every where entertained 
with ſcoffs, beaten with whips, aſſeulted with ſtones, and 
at laſt put to an ignominious death. But let us quietly 
endure all theſe Alflictions, and patiently undergo all that 

"EY men 
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x Apology for the Alemſiry Chap VIE. 
men or devills.can load. vs with, in hep A; rhe glory that it 
he Jet, mali  plulc, 164, e 
world wher it's teeth zt us, th de vill ſme: his hands at us. 
Chriſt leſu: hajdeth ear 0 bis right hand, and willceta - 
tainly maintain and bat em. Far. he: . 
thor, hut alſo the ptote ti of lie Mioi raw bes \ promiſed. 
ſatety to the perſoris, and ſucteſſe to the pains ol his Miniſters. 
ler. 1 5. 20% Luk. 21. 15. This is hadowed. out by ©hriff?:,cc. 
rige hand. Fot the right hand denotes love, Hence, I 
his yongeſt ſonne Benjamin or the ſon of bis right band. Gen. g 
38,-Becauſe he was as dear to him as a mans right hand uſes to 
be te hint. tt alſo denotes and promiſes protection and the grea- 
reſt care, Pf. 17. 7. - The Miniſters of Chriſt are his en baſſa- 
dors. No embaſſadors ate inviolable by the law of all Nati- 
ons; and injuryes and indignityes done to them uſe to find a 
ſharprevenge. If David ſo ſeverely revenged the injury offered 
to his Embaſſadors by the 4mmonites, . who thayed their beards, 
and cut their garments by the haltes, with. how much ſorer 
vengeance ſhall Chriſt repay the greater reproaches and indig- 
nityes with which wicked men entreat bis Miniſters ? Y be 
ever curſeth Father or Mother shall dye the death. Lev. 20. 9. 
Chriſt's Miniſters are ſpirituall fathers to regenerate men, as has 
been already proved, and ſpiritual] Mothers, travailing in birth 
till Chriſt be formed in their people, Gal. 4+.19+ Nay it is evident 
by palpable demonſtrations, . that God hath reyenged the 
quarrellot his violated embaſſadors. He hath broken prelati- 


© Eall powers, and hereticall Councells proclaiming warre againſt 


his Miniſters. He hath reproved, Kings for their ſakes, ſaying, Do 
my proptets no harm. Pſ. 105. 14. 15. He will ſmite thorough 
the loins of all that riſe up againſt them, and hate them, that they 
rile not again. Dent. 33. 11. Witneſſe Gads dealing with 
Paibur, ho perſecuted the prophet leremiab. ler. 20. 3, 4. the 
Children that mackt the prophet Blisha, 2, Kin. 2. 23, 24 
King Saul who had flain many of the Lord's prophets, himſelf 
was miſerably ſlain at Mount Gilboa. Korah, Dathan, and Abiram 
pay'ddearly tor their conſpiracy againſt Meſes and Aaron, Numb. 
16., Leraboamꝰs hand which he ſtretched out againſt the man of 
God, dryed up. 1. Kin. 13. 4. 4ſ« impriſoned Hanani the 
Lord's ſeer, and he dyes of the gowte, notwithſtanding all his 
Phylicians. 2+ Chro, 16. 10, 22, load commanded his ſer- 
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vantotoflene Zhebdfighthefoh of ſabo ada the prieſt, and forthe 
blood ot the ſame Zetharieh,”-did his Fery ants Bill him upon. his 


©» 


bed 2. Chro. 24. Hymthr withitood' 2 4 he is ſtr 
blind vpon it. 2 . ee e keln ol — 
lem that had Kifted'the Prophet ns ſtoned God's Miniſters; 
and what befell the whole EA o.the Tewith people who kil- 
led the Laruof lite, aud evitl encreared his Apoſtles, any body 
enn tell. It is done unto tem according to the ſentence Which 
themſel ves paſt pon fuch offenders. Mat. 421. 4, Now if 
Godfpart#not#rufaltin becauſe of the injury dous io bis Mi- + 
niſtets. (2 CH. t 115 How ſhall he ſpare. the 
hare## ind deſpilers both of His Miniſters and Miniſtry ? Shall 
not the like cauſes produce the like efeR? Is not God allwayes 
like himſelf? And it the man that refuſed to hearken unto the 
prieſt ſtanding to miniſter before the Lord, was ſentenced to 
dye by God's law; (Deut. 17. 12.) what more heavy doome 
ſhall they undeigoe, that ſcorn, contemn, reproach the Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt? When God would expreflea people given up 
to all wickedneſſe, he ſays of them that they are like to them that 
rive with the prieft. Af. 4. 4. you may read the greatneſſe of 
the ſinne, and the proportionableneſſe of the judgment. ler. 
20. 11. 1 Theſ, 2. 16. Whoſoever ſhall negle or deſpiſe the 
ſacred miniſtry, or the faithfull Miniſters thereof, let him know 
that he deſpiſes Chriſt himſelf, who gives both the gift of the 
Miniltry, and gifts to the Miniſters, The contempt that is caſt 
upon Chriſt's Ambaſſadors lights upon Chriſt himſelf, Luk 10. 
16. If, 7. 13+ Let no plots, devices, injuryes, conſpiracyes, 
then weaken our courages, or dant our hearts: For Chiiſt 
Jeſus ſhall be with us, not a few days, but to the end of the 
world by his power and ſpirit. Mat. 28. 29. He whoſename 
is Immanuel, will not, cannot be farre from us. The world 
ſhall ſooner ceaſe to be, than Chriſt ceaſe to be with us. He 
wil protect us in dangers, comfort us in temptations, help us 
in undercakings, direct us in doubts, and upon all occaſions 
ſtand by us. Let us therefore be of good courage, diſcharg our 
calling, going on it checrfully. What though we may tremble 
at the ſenſe of our own infirmities; yet we may be bold and 
* adyenturous in the ſtrength of Chriſt. He will not deſertus in 
the work that is his own, but will either give fredome trom 
fufferiog, or patience, courage, and conſtancy a to 
uffer. 


In Apology for Ile Mm 8p. VI. 
ſuffer. Throygh the wonderfull pravidence of God, all things 
mall work rogethet tor good unto us. He can make to js 
meſlengers medicines out of this poyſon, eauſe roſes toſpring' up 
to them from amidibrhefe prickles, and make fi gs to be the huit 
of theſe thiſtles Let herericall men gnaſh their teeth; ſharpen 
th:ir ſwords, ſpit their venome at us; their end ſhall be to be 
deſtroyed. Let them aſfociate themſelyes, they ſhall be broken 
in pieces; Let them das themſelyes they ſhall be broken in 
pieces. Let them take Counſell, it ſhall be in vain. Let 
them ſpeak the word, it hall not ſtand, becauſe God is with us: 
If. 8. 9, 10. Let our adverſaryes write whole volumes of 
ſatyres againſt us, and fill every page and line with ſome new 
ſcandall or reproachfull title ; we will bind themas Crowns 


upon our heads. They do the beſt to me, (quoth Luther) who 


- ſpeak the worſt of te: Luther feeds upon opprobries, The 
Minifters of Chriſt are in this, like Philip King of Macedon, who 
uſed to thank the Athenian Orators for rayling him into the 
better; for he was reſolved that his upright converſation ſhould 
contute, and give the lye to all their foul-mouthed declamations: 
They think with Seneca that no name is better, than an ill 
name well got. 

In a word let us comfort our ſelves againſt the ingratitude of 


the ſhamelefſe world, by the ſerious review of Gods gracious 


promiſes. Do wretched and godleſſe men deprive and defraud 
us of temporall rewards? It is God who hath promiſed eternall 
ones. Fer the beſt wages of Chriſts Miniſters are reſerved in 
heaven for them, where they ſhall inherit an eminency (if not 
a ſingularity) of eternall glory and brightneſſe. Day. 12. 3. 
Mat. 5. 12. Mat. 24. 45, 46, 47. 1 Cor, 3. 8, 9. 1. Pet. 5. 
4, This Crown the Apoſtle Paul ſtill bad in his cye. 1. Tim. 
4. 8. Rom. 8. 18. Suffering for a time, triumphang to eternity : 
The work ſhall have an end, but ſo ſhall not the wages. The 
people ſhallaeceive each man a reward for his good wol ks, but 
the paſtor (hall receive a reward for the good works of them all; 
For his own he ſhall receive a Crown, tor each of theirs a coro- 
net, as Chry{of ome acutely notes. 

Nay evenin this life they ſhall be ſure of ſome reward, as 

1. Exereaſe of their gifts. This augmentation is, ſure ,, they 
have Goo's own expreſle order for it, Mat. 13. 12, To him 
that bath shall mars be giveu. 
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8 The he rats Ae a e which. inthe (addeſt andetibeſ 
ednvitroh a panies, cet faichtul Mihilter ol Chtiſt, 
who#'eys 5 the . bo Goch he Salvation of his Hearers, 

nnd « 6 Got: T>. 92 5 Chap. 6. 10. 
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CA tech Jerein he ſh Il tejoycez 
FAY iin 155 N. Ne 1 


l 1. Ty ays this cable ſpread lor him. 
1 ? Tote of dine of * Wham God calls to O jubet 
employment, them he will a fi protect and aſſiſt, and give en ia. 

in ſtem füpplyes of new eſtrength for the; diſcharg e of the lame. vat. 
A:. 8“, Fbave called thee, 1 will held thes ly, r 
Iren Fhus will God ſhew himlelt a father, and a Protector to 
them, Nay, tie will not only ſave them, but clothe them with 
Salvation. P[. 132. 16. 

A fourth corollary may be this. Let us then udy to pre- 
ſerve mutuall peace and concord among our ſelves. God 
joyned ſalt and peace together, Mark, 9. 50. Have ſalt d 
ſelyes, and have peace one with another. Now what; things God 
hath joyned let no one parc aſunder. Becaiiſe ſalt by its acxi- 
many biteth, therefore our Saviour preſently adviſes fo wilely 
to temper it, that peace may be preſerved inviolable. The 4 
of out brother muſt correct the falt of correction, and the ſalt of 
juſtice mult ſeaſon the love of our brother. And ſo thall we be 
inluperable, by being inſeparable, and ſhall gain many to Chri 
As lighted torches, if they be ſeparated cauſe a ſmoake, bu i 
they be united do encreaſe the flame. All wiſdome' is folly and 
madneſſe except it be ſeaſoned with peace and charity. As 
ſacritices muſt be without honey, ſo neither doth any ſervice 
or ſacrifice pleaſe God that iſſues from an heart ſtuffed with 
anger, envy, animoſity, and bitterneſſe. Let us not forget that 
there are mavy Canaanites and Perizzites in the land that are 
offended at our differences, and from them ſeek occaſion to op- 
preſſe and deyoure us. Let us by mutuall and univerſall con- 
cord therefore grow into one body, into one ſoule, thinking 
with our ſelves what an incongruous thing it is, that the meſſen- 
gert of peace ſhould fall into mutuall jarts; and how unſeaſo- 
nable it is at this time, hen (the adverſary is laying ſnares for 
us) our ſtrength had more need be united by-peace, than broken 
and enfeebled by divifions. There is a ficter object of our an- 
ger than one anothers throats, And he ſeems to be mad but 
o e much, Who precally bimſelt a ſtanding; in the 3 


and ber and are ready tn dye ane 
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of the. Church. Ir it an egg ee aaa ion: wich ir gi. 
ven to Wend y Wend) Author. He lived with — 
legues wa and Went; 57 5 — 
peace anc : concord... FE have Un) Nes Man ile) 
: We have we lll. Neffe eg | Ne babe {oughty:wec 
 haveconquered moſt We N 204 undiyidedlys Ohubat 


ſome ſuch. bleſſed fire of love, and pesge ere.kiidled in uur 
frozen breaſts, That the Character ſometimes propadtę ihapti- 
mitive Church might be commoy.tg ys all, Seqbewwbertoxragpe 
Jon 4uother., In the dnye tn 
the, Hiſtorian, Af. 4, 32, Belie veis, nay the Wholeangbetude 
of believers were ot one heart and of one ſonl, there A d- 


rall oneneſſe though not aphy ſicall one, tor they did ſo agree 
in minds and mangerz, as it they had indeed had but one chert 
and the Tame ſout amongſt, them all. On happy age vtayc 
N comparatively to ouys wherein men 2 f 
4 


all equall number! Oh memorable wich of that famoim prench- 
er Dr. Stoughton! Sy that brotherly unity may be.preſeryed;"quorh 
be, Let me below even in the duſt, rather than exalted in a tryumphart 
Chariot by a Cadmean conque t. Let others affect the great title of Pto- 
lomzus. I am more pleaſed with the pleaſaut name of lrenæus. This 
peaceable frame concerns all, but more eſpecially the Miniſters 
of Chriſt, who are ſent to preach to, and to pray, for, not to prey 
upon others, to build up the Church of Chriſt, not to demolith 
it, to worke and not to wrangle. The harmony and joynt con- 
ſent pt the builders promotes the building, Neb. g. 1 6. Solomons, 
temple was built without noyſe, x King, 67» Which by a pi oſua- 
ble type doth ſhadow out the peaceablenels of the buiidess and 
Tan Chtiſt's Church, in which the noyſe of contenions 
ſchiſmes ought not to be heard. The buildeis of the Chutchof 
Chriſt mould not be divided as Nehemiab's ſervants, were, halte 
to the worke and halſe to the warte, neither muſt thoſe fpirigus)l 
builders have ſwords girded upon their ſides When they build 
as his builders bad, Neb. 4, 18. If we will revenge our ſelves 
upon the bitterneſſe and malice of baſe ſpitics, the beſt way of 
revenging is by forgetting, and the onely way to vex them is to 
be more zralous and fervent in the ſtudy, practiſe ang puiſuit 
of oppeſed Godlineſſe: If we wiliicontend with their mur- 
mutings and malice, let it be by faith aud patience and mec k- 
neſſe ot ſpirir,as knowing it better to neglect them than to ſtand 
do 


Dp. VIII. and it j maintenance. 
to confute them, to paſs them by in ſilence than tu tale notice of 


Neither do we want mati ves to this peaceablenefs. (1.) Our 
God u the God of peace, Rom. 15. 33. 2 Cor. 23.11. (2.) Chriſt 
Ielus is the Prince of Pease, Iſa. 9.6. ( 3.) The fons of God are the 
ſons of Peace, Luke 10.6. (4.) The Golpel which we preach is 
the Goſpel of peace, Eph:6-15., In a werd, we are called unto 
peace, 1 Cor.7,15. Therefore follow peace, purſue it with the 
greateſt vehemency, nay,althcagh it flye from you, and men 
will gat ſuffer themſelves to be reconciled, yet purſue it with in · 
defatigable pains, Pſal.34.15. Heb. 12.14. love Truth & Peace. 
Zach. B. 19. for otherwiſe, Truth is better with Diſcord, than a 
ſintull Concord : But if it be posfible as much as in us lyes, let us fol · 
- low face with all men, Rom. 12.18. For we are one body, we are 
governed by one Spirit, we have one bepe, one Lond, one Faith, 
one Baptiſm, Eph. 4. 2, 3. 4,5, 6. Moreover, this is juſt, honeſt, 
good, pleaſant, as Sibelius out of Pſ. 133. 1. Tem. I, pag. 576. 
ptoves by many ſtrong and ſavory Arguments. 


CHAP. VIII. 
4feris and vindicates the Maintenance of Ninifters, 


Fifth uſe is for the reprehenſion and correction of Analup · 
tifts, Levellers, & c. who deny thoſe ſtipends to the Minis 
ſters of Chriſt, which are duẽ by a right both divine and hu- 
mane, by the Law both of heaven and earth, for, grant « Mi- 
viſtry, and you wait nerds grant flipends, by which it may be main- 
tained. This is almoſt as cleaf as a Demonſtration can make it. 
For,VVhogoeth towarre at bis n charges? even the Law of Ns- 
ture dictates this, that the workman s worthy of his wages, Hence 
Moſer gave unto the Levites by divine appointment the Tent! e 
the firſt- Fruits, rhe beſt of the Satrifices, the yearly penſion of 
2 the kel, the meny fot the redemprion of the firſt> born, the mo · 
ny for vows, as appears FY 3 4.2 f. Lev. 27.3. Oc. Numb. 19, 
In that untverſal famine in Zgyps, When leſeßh the Kings Stew- 
ard bought all the Land for Phayaeb, he bought not the Prieſts 
land, but allowed them Corn out of the Kings Granaiies, Gen. 
47:22. Even Pharaoh himiſelt, although an Idetater, had yer'a 
K fingulzs 


An Apology y for the /Hinityhry U lap. VIII. 
ſingular care of the wortfip of SD,, and maistide d then 
Prieſts at bis own proper colt atid charges; And, if * Phy zo 
was {b careful for Nis Prien * m them lortthe tte 
and deſttuction of time} and bixpeople,' cht Hie ig, nor be 
thought to be wicked and urigeatefall to His feigned Derties d 
What an ingratitude, vat a * $40 that che ttue MATTE'S 
{ters ot the true God thould be neglected by Princes and Pow - 
ecs that call themtel yes Chriſtians, whoſeipains chey now ro 
be of Gods approbationgand ter their fatvarion; Br2chkich the 
Father of the Prietts; bid not only-pive# good putt of his oWIi 
ſubſtance to them, but. commanded the pedple to maintain:the 
Prieſts and Levites; that being freed ſrom ſeculat cares, they 
might wholly: give themſelves rp the Law of the Dod, and 
lay out themſelves in their Iacted function, in theſerviceat the 
Temple, 2 Cbron. 31. 4. 2. G l... $027 uẽ 


- . * 


It was not the leaſt (was it not the greateſt } of Aler ante: 
Commendations, that he loved and honoured Learning and 
l-racd men; which made his ti mes be io fruittull of great wits; 
and witty Inventions. He ſo well know how to eſteem Learn- 
ing, and to treat the learned, that it afterwards became a Pro- 
verb, If thou bad? lived in Alexander's time} be would have given 
the 4 Cyprus or 4 Phenice for every Verſe. For as a good refined 
diſpoſition ofche ayr begets plenty of fruits, ſo the benign and 
ingenious diſpoſition and conſtitution of Kings and Powers 
pigdluces a great eneteaſe of Arts and. Ingenuities. But om the 
contraty, the envy, ignorance and bafegeſ2of Prinees blaſts the 
fruit, and makes the birth of the brain abortive. Therefore, wo 
haye Nehemiab contending even with the Rulers, becauſe they 
had deny ed the Levites their tytkes and ſalaties, Nah c 3. 10, 17, 
12. and he accounts this contentiap.a ſubject fir for div ine Re- 
membrance ver. 1144. 2 

1 0 hen let all Chriſtian Magiſtrates take care that thte Mini- 
ſters of the Church (who are ignorant of manual employ ments) 
bg not driven to wteſtle with want and hunger, and by/this 
meanes be turned aſide from the diligent execution af their 
weighty calling, to the, care of · providing inece ſſities for na- 
tute, All know chat the Miniſky is a very -Wtighty Calling, 
great enough tor the oulders of Angels, ard ſich as thay juft- 
lyxteke up and challenge the vyhole man. neither ean the Prea- 
hereof the Goſpel (nog ought ihey) to exercife any manual 

n N Art, 


At; whereby to pre ide. ſufficient ſupplics or, maintenance for 
themſelves aud their, WhO muſt either therefore live upon 
the it peopley qt dye amengit them fat want of a lively hood. 
2. Lerthectake head ee or ſuffex te be 
diminitht. or N] gh bejd the gils.givento God by pious Auce- 
ſtors. Fot God is the tevenger of all luch, Who will ſend up- 
on the unthankſull world a tamine ot his Word, for the fami- 
ſhing of his Meſſengers, but rather let them imitate. Conſt an- 
une the Greet, who took care that the Clergy. ſhould receive 
liberall and honourable ſtipe nds, and can fit it by; a Law., 
Ex ſeb. de Para Conſtant lib. 2+ cap · 21. 36,39. .Sozemen, Hill, I 
L,2« cap. B. l. 2. cap :4+ HE (40 MORA Saf Sib 
3. Let them take heed leſt the Levellers do alſo levell the 
meal publike, and convert it into prevate-aealthy tor. after the 
contempt of Moſes, follows the iniurrection ot the people, 
Namb,z6. Nay tor this, amongtt othet cauſess dotheſe men de- 
cty Miniſters, becauſe they ate the pillars, ei the Magi» 
ſtracy. | voc 5:55 05. 
855 that I may handle theſe things the more exadly. I will 
diſcuſs this poſition, | | 
There ave certain and fixed ftipends due ta the: Minifters:of Gods 
FVerd,by-a.dryne Tight, from their people, that they may be faced from 
the ſecular cares and wordly incumbrances,, and gi ye. up them ipbele 
ſelyes to the work of the Miniſi xx. ih 2 
All the Churches of God are Patrons of this Trutb, the Op- 
ponents and Adverſatĩes are the Anabaptiſtical party , and other 


* 


lectaries. / — 2 
But chat the thing maybe the ratherclear; and evidenx, I 
will.z. Confirm ihe. poſition by the Teſtimony ef the Sacred 
Sctiptute. 2. E vince the ſame by Arguments. 3. Briefly: an- 
{wer the wranglings, and break the Forces of the Truihs Ad- 
verſaries. FN 
ie The Truth ĩs cotrfirmed by the mouth of Liuthicfelf,exen 
Chriſt leſus, Whole words arc cuppa ton it. M. 10:10. ale 
10. 11. The Labourer (ſpeaking watothem that were to AH. in 
the mord) is worthy of hit hire. Chriſty Miniſters ſhall not Want 
maintenance, for the promiſe leans upan.the juſtice ( G0. 
which will not deceive hem. A1jat para phra ſa oſcbe Nd ĩs 
this, that, the. people ought by-3igbt to. maintzivchoſe that 
preach the Goſpel to them. * ought by right $00.5 
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gie untg,them double honour, that ih, honour thech- lully 
andfreely? maintain them cheerfully, pay them ſtiponds re. di- 


ly, and azjt is meet, ſpeak reverently and hangurably af em; 
Heuce K appears out the maintenance of Miniſters oughtap/he 
ſafficieat, quourable, certain. won ale * . sst 
1. .It-ought to be ſufficient ta relieve their. heteſſiy es. uh 
is .4 ſacrifice well pleaſing to God, an odour f A ſweet (well, Phil, 4. 
x8, Ihaye receved all things, aud abaund, am. fall, Lnat is, ye 
haye not onely ſupplyed my heceſliyes, bathavealſa maderme 
to aboUtd, hot unta Juſt and luzwy, but for necvſſity and wt. 
Thetefore the Holy Ghoſt expreſſes a ſtipend or a Jirelyhotd; 
by falt, becaule it is as necoſſary as ſalt. To have maintenance 
from the Kings Pallace, in the Cbaldee Is expreſt 0 by bein ſalied 
with the ſalt of the.pallace, Extra 4. 14. Even Chriſt himſell recei- 
ved ſubſiſte nce ot the woman that follawed him, Lukg G. g. 
and had a common bag and moderate expencet; lebuũ 4. 8. 
1. 13. 6. | oted\:. = © T * 2781 . — $9141 
ow ht io bean honourable Ripend, Publick work ought 
to be fruittull and gaintullco the workmen. Great rewards are 
great encouragements toa diligence as great as either, Nay, it 


you toad tom the fire, Proy..2 6:20, 19bee;prwoods there rhe fire 
det h out. 
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Sapa VIII. a rr nuinkenanct!? 71 
n 2 eonſeauthtty mere Ronstitpbfe to give" than te fer 
Salve; 4 35, And yet (3788) in many places the Mini- 
ſterrvf Ohr it Rye nocithe wighs bf Gentlemans Horſ-riders 
Tn hey my fur fit themfelyes With book; Philoſo- 
tall. Hitsmeat ee Potcmicall, Practicall, Cri- 
cicall, &. We mült give diligence toreading , bur how ſhaH De juftir. 
wetcid withbiit books? Some have therefore dbterniin'd je. l. 
5901, ſome bol. requiſice for the purchaſe of a Library, Lefe ** . 
fiufpeaks well and to the purpoſe. They (meaning Miniſters ) 
bad ub A gyrat dedl of Fearming”, the procuring of which requires 
great charges; aud as for other wayes of advantages , as Metchandize: 
and mechanical Arts they are 1gnorats of them, netther-doth i 
beconit them to deal therein; © © rn 
. That they may cheerfully go through with the Lord's 
work; being freed trom worldly cares and encembrances.” Not 
that they may beidle and laxurious, but that they may cheers 
ſally, fatthtully, and ſolely give up themſelves to the Law of 
God; 2 Tim. 2. 4. * F e 
„.I the Le viticall Prieſts had an honourable ſtipend; then 
ſoch oughethe Miniſters of the Goſpel to have (for they dre 
obaoxious to grestex labours, and expences than the Tribe of 
Lori was). But the Antrcedemt is true, as ſhall be made tg appear 
heteafter. T herefore ought Chriſtian Magiſttates to Fake care 
thar there be a libetrall and honourable allowance fer thee Mi- 
niſters- ot Chriſt. cherer tern 
3. It 6ught to be a ſeiled int enance, a certain ſtipend; not the be. 
nevolente oſ the peopte,nor a ſpontaneous arb rarygift,not an 
alms:for honour and alms do not well agtee to the ſame petfon. 
But bet it he ſixe di certain. eſtabliſhedꝭ ratityed and ſetled bythe 
Laws of the Land; leſt the L aban of this world change good 
lacod's wages ten times or oftner, Our Btethten of London, com- 
monlyx<atled (diſſenting), did therefore: tale care that their ſti- 
pendsſhould be ſetled to them. to rhe value of ido 200, 300. 
aum. Experience witneſſes that the men of the waild are 
hardly draven or driven to pay che ſtipends and ſalatyeꝶ, dos i 
Gods labourer ; nay even thoſe allowance: „ which by the 
bounty of pious Princesand Anceſtorꝭ fave been give to the 
Miniſters of Chriſt. are hardly wripg our of the band ot Hegg 
Marpyes, notwithſtanding the favour and aſſiſtanct of theJaw, 
How much more deceitful ly and us juſtly Nowld We be. Wi 4 
Dits With, 


An Apology fer tbe Ninix) ap. V 
wich, if the Law did not befriend us then. This ſtipend, we 
conteſs, is net the ultimate ead which a Miniſter ought to pro- 


pound to himlelt, yet it is a rewatd allowed by God to labou · 


reis, not to drones : and although theſe temporall things are 


not our chiefeſt good, yet they ate concomitants thereof, they 


are encour⸗gemeuts and ornaments of Vertue, adding ſome- 
thing to ĩis iplender and glory, Ecel . 11. VViſdom à good with 
an Inheritance. And hence it is that God ptomiſeth theſe things 
as a te ward of Piety, Deu. 28. 1. 2, 3. &c. 

Deſervedly then are the Anabaptiſtt condemn'd, who deny 
ſetled ſtipends to the · Miniſters of the Golpel. I his is a deluſi- 
on and ſuggeſtian of the Devils, to gefraud faithfull Mi- 
niſters of their livelyhood , to the intent that the Church 
may be made deſticute of ſuch, & himſelf might delude,deceiye, 
de vour without controul, And ſuch is the ingratitude, inhuma- 
Bity and ſordid covetouſneſſe of the-world, that it is not very 
thoughtiull how to maintain the Miniſters of the Goſpel - and 
the Devil uſes this ſtratagem to rob the Church of the Dectrine 
of the Gaſpel, by want and the fear of poverty to afright the 
moſt from undertaking ſuch a task, as you may ſee, Neb. 1 3. 10 
11. The tythes are injurisuſiy detained, and the heuſe of God is pre- 
ſenily ferſaksn. This wretched covetoulneſs of the ingratetuH 
world doth put a ſtop to many forward ſpirits:for we are men, 
and lo are affected, encouraged or diſcouraged by the conſidera- 
tion of temporall things, as appears by the examples of zealous 
Elijah, and good Teremiah, 1 King. 19. 4· ler.20.9, Men know 
what a heavy aillition poverty is, Proy. 30.8. Lam.4.9, We 
maſt therefore a little conſider humane weakneſſe, and encou- 
rage great and gracious ingenuities with generous rewards; 


Fer who will follow ve rtuom Fudyes, when 
Condig ne 16wards shall ceaſe from vertuous men? 


Do net the mote noble and generous wits decline the ſun- 
ction of the Miniſtry, ſeeing Miniſters and their 'Widows and 
children (to the great ſhame of Chriſtian Religion) frequently 
expoſed to poverty and want? Hath not the poverty of Cler- 
gy-men begotten ignorance, and ignorance brought forth con- 
tempt ! Do not poor meant make poor Miniſters ? This Inlias 
the Apoſl ate knew well enough, therefore he enterpriz'd the ex · 

tir pation 


oY 16 1 - 41060 kWG KTM SS9 
tirpatio of Chriſtian — not by violence, but by 
Fpoiltiig/the*Olergy Ef all th efiPriviſetges; Nipends,''imint- 
#69; ind allowances, Wiek che y dad from the publick: irnĩ- 
ertirz che Hrrüthgem of Sbuldiers, Wo, when they cannot 
"Herve ighn ts Cig/*or Ghrtifor by'down-riphroppeſitien, 
And vidichr — — it dit Nn. fang nd Rraitfiepe, 
A weaken it by extteam filinger; even unte Refignatiott ; 
Take away Al allowances and maintemance,' and yon cur the 
very threst of Religion; For, who will learn Arts and 
Languages at his owrt coſt? Who will teach them for 
N rl — Wo wilt betake himfelf to a naked and beggarly 


dS 


. We argue from 1 Cor. 9. 6. to the 19, Lo s Text big 
with irtefragable invincible Arguments; For the Apoſtle 
Joreſaw, that the wicked world would be very ſordid and 
- wipgatdly in maintaining the Miniſters of the Goſpel, although 
{protule and prodiget in vain and idle expences. It u wa? 
:jadowent of God, that they who will not give a bit of head to the 
: Miniſters of Chi, the Meſſengers of Salvation , +hould' be given up 
48 tin am away whole Kingdomes, and Provinces upon the Minifrers of 
Saban; and tbe Meſſengers of death; 28 Duther ſpeaks ttuely and 

-raundiy, | A. e N 
Ahe a poſtle proves, that he had right, and power to receive 
mal /e of the Church; to lead about a wife; He ſhould 
allo be aaintsined at a publick Charge, that poſterity might 
knew this to be lawful; ve, 4,6. and, to fhew Hate ꝝ clear 
right of his oven he denied for the Cormmhiuns fake, that by this 
means he might win them to CM, and promote theft 9a l- 

:yation:;'' He confirms this, 20 *: „ ener in 
1. By an Argument dvawon from three Similitudes , to it, 
From the right of Souldiers, of Husbandmen , and of 
Shepberds. VF ho geeth a warfare a bis oneherges? 8c, that is, 
as it is right and tit that Souldiers ſhontd live upon their pay, 
the Planter of a vineyard feed upon the ſruit of his vines, and a 
Shepherd upon the milk of his flock ;. fo #4 - fit, that the 
Miniſters of che Goſpel ſhould live ot che: Goſpell, of their own 
vine, that is, he Church; of the milł of their own flack , that 
is, of the: pos of their own peepte;. Let thoſe: Souldiers 
rhardecry T ythes, and the ferthed ftipends of Miniſters, eonſide r 
then owncale, and anſwer the — poſt les Argument 0 if 
they 


they cad, be will ge to war at bis own charges? The Inter- 
rogatian is a vehement Negation, No one will ſouldier it upon 
ſuch tet ms. Fot indeed, it is an un juſt, aud unreaſonable thing. 
that a Souldier ſhould. Rand in jeopardy daily, fight for the 
common ſafety againſt the common enemy, and offer his very 
life as a ſacrifice for the lives of the commonalty, and not be 
maintained at a common charge. He receiyeth therefore wages 
from his General by a natural and civil right. And is it rea- 
ſonable,or juſt, that the Miniſters of Gods word ſhould undergo 
the care of the Churches, the great burden of the Miniſtry, 
and yet live ot theit own ? For their pains, and labours, and 
ſufferings , and dangers exceed thoſe of the Souldiety. T heſe 
fight againſt fleſn and blood, but theyagainſtthe world, the 
Meth, and the devil, 2 Cor. 10.4. 1 Ti. 1. 18. 2 Tim. 2,3. This 
then is the Apoſtles Argument, Souldiers do not war at their 
own charges, The Miniſters of the Goſpel are Souldiers, 
Therefore ought not they to war at their own charges. 

2. The Apoſtle having put to flight: the ſouldiers that de- 
clame and rayle againſt the ſetled and honourable maintenance 
of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, he comes to ſtop the murmu · 
ring mouths of Huzbhandmen, lowers, plowers, threſhers, ſhep- 
herds and men of chat mold. Againſt theſe he argues thus: 
They that plant and dreſs a Vine. it is tit that they ſhould taſt of 
the grapes thereofs (as it is ſaid) that Nodb planted 4 Vineyard and 
drank, of the wine of it; and Prov. 27. 18. PVhbeſo kgepetb the fig tree 
shall eat of the fruit thereof.) But the Miniſters of Chriſt plant, 
and dreſs Chriſts Vineyard , therefore ig is fit that they ſhould 
live of the ſtuit thereof. So alſo jt may be argued from Shep- 
beards, teeding upon the milk of their flocks. As muchas if the 
Apotlile had ſaidg. look but bnto. humane equity and common 
cuſtoms of men, in things of farre leſſer and lighter moment, 
and conclude how: juſt it is that the Miniſters. of the Goſpel 
ſhould live of the Goſpel. | 

3. The: Apoſtle ſets upon theſe ſacrilegious perſons with 
ſtronger Arguments, Arguments fetch'd from Divine Authori- 
ty. For, although the cauſe which he pleads be a moſt juſt cauſe, 
yet he knew how ſubtil and crafty worldly wit is to reply, 
eſpecially in a money- matter; therefore, by a Prolepfis, he meets 
an Objectton, yer.8. where he proves, that he doth not onely 
confirm. his Poſition by humane Arguments and — 


Chap. VIII. and it's maintenance 


but by the Law of God alſo; Say I theſe as 4 man ? Do 
I fortifie my. cauſe with humane reaſon and examples 
onely ? Or, ſaith not the law the ſame alſo? Yes, Deut. 
25+4+ Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth cf the ox, when be treadeth 
out the corne. He ules an Argument from the leſs to the greater, 
It it were not lawfull to deny maintenance to an unrea- 
ſonable creature,much leſs to a man; it not to an Oxe treading, 
then not to a Miniſter toyling. For Gods chief care in this Law 


was not for oxen; he look*d ata further end, even at us, WhO 


75 


are typical oxen, toyling in the Lords field, treading in his 


barnes : Therefore convenient maintenance muſt not be de- 
nied us, leſt we faint in the work. | 
4- He argues from the leſs to the greater again; From the 
example of Plozwmen, and Threshers, ver. 10. If the Plower 
ploweth, and the Threſher threſheth in hope, to wit, of his 
Wages, and that he ſhall partake of his crop, and of his 
threſhing, then a Miniſter of the Goſpell may exſpect a Salary, 
fruit of his labours, ot which he and his may live comfortably. 
But the Antecedent is true (ſaies the Apoſtle) therefore the 
Conſequent is true alſo, x | 
5. The Apoſtle argues verſ. 11. from natural right, and com- 
mutative Juſtice, hich commands to give like tor like, much 


more then, ſmall things for great. Now, who doubts, but that 


ſpiritual things do much excel] carnall, heavenly things excell 
earthly, eternal things excell fading, flitting, periſhing, tran- 
ſitory vanities? For, by how much the ſoul excells the body, 
by ſo much does the Word, the food of this ſoul, outgoe corporal 
maintenance, Oh ingratetull wreyg then, whoever grudges 
to adminiſter to him carnal things, who preaches unto him the 
eternal Goſpel, and is an inſttument to con vey unto him ie 
fruits of the ſame Goſpel preacht, to wit, Faith, Regeneration, 
and Life Eternal ! Now theſe things ({faith the le) 
we have ſowed, therefore it is meet We ſhould reap, 
For, — (PD - 7 « 
Whoſoever do ſow unto us ſpirĩtual good things, to them 
we ought cheartully to adminiſter of our temporalls, Rom. 15 27. 
But the Miniſters of the Goſpell ſow ſpiritual things; 
Therefore eught we cheerfully to adminiſter unto them of 
our temporalls. f 22 10 2572 5 Nel: 
6. The Apoſtle argues from Example, ver. 12. It the true 
L 2 Apoſtles 


56: An Apology for the Alaniftry Chap. VIII. 
Apaſtles tecei va maintenance of you, why ſhould not I and 
Barnabas , who haye preached the Goſpell to you as well as 
they. 2+ It the falſe Apoſtles end Seducers,who deyour you, 
receive things neceflary, then, why may not we who propa- 
gate the Goſpel of Chriſt ? If ſtipends be given to the bad, 
why not much rather to the good? ö | 

7. He arguss verſe 13. from the Teſtimony of the Law, from 
the Example at the Levites under the Old Teſtament; and from 
the Ordination of God under the New. Theſe things are not 
Atichrifiian dey ices { as the doting Anaboptiſts dream) but 
Divine Deczees. and Qrdivations, as will appear, if we trame 
an Argument thus. | 
Ik rhe Miniſters of God under the Old Teſtament were 

” miintaingd of tbe publick , then are they ſo to be 

- "majntained under the New; But Miniſters under the 

Old Teſtament were maintained of the publick, There» 
fore ought: the Miniſters under the New. to be ſo 
maintained, 
The, 4utecedevt appears, Namb.18.3, ta 13. Deut.r2.6. 14.22. 
18.1. Ley.2+ 3.10. 5.13+ 7. 718,9, 10, 14, 32. 10.13. 27+ 30, 
21 Numb.3,48.' 5. 9, 10. 35.2 · Exed. 29. 26. 22-29. 10h, 
13.14. 21.2. _2Chron. 31. 44 Neh. 10.3 2, to the end. 12.44. 
13. J. Kc. Ee. 430. 45-4- NHeb. y. 5,9 . By all which places 
it evidegtly. appears, that God did appoint, not a looſe, and 
uncertain, and arbitrary, bot 2 ſettled, ftanding, full, and 
honourable maintenance for his Miniſters out of Tythes, 
Sacrifices, Oblations, Firſt»fruits, oyl, wine, honey, fleeces of 
ſheep, and ſuch like. Gay) alſo commanded to give unto the 
Levites 48. Cities, with their Suburbs, for them and their cattel. 
Therefore God is called their Inheritance, - becauſe he gave 
them his part, to wit, the Tithes, Firſt- fruits, & c. Numb. 18. 
34. In 2 word, a ſpecial care was to be had of them; For, 
God commanded-that they ſhould not forſake a Levite all his 
dapes, Deut. 13. 14. and 14.27, They muſt not be forſaken, as 
to. maintenance , protection, or encouragement; becauſe they 
were the Lords feryants, and Embaſſadours. All theſe things 
were aſügned and eſtabliſhed by God to the Prieſts and 
Levitet, Wo then to thoſe wretched fellowes, who envy 
the. leaſt conveniencies, or accommodations to faithfull Mi- 
_ niſters, that would not give them a farthing ( did not the 
1 | Law 2 


hap. VIII. and it q maintenance. 


Law conſtrain them) but rather defraud them of what is 
given them. l 
The Confequent appears by the Apoſtles own words . Even 

ſo hath the Lord ordained , that they that preach the Goſpell should 
liye of the Goſpell, This then is his Argument, 

That which Chriſt hath ordained is to be obſerved: 

Bur Chriſt hath ordained that the Charches ſhould give a 

full and honourable maiatenance to their Miniſters ; 
Therefore ought the Churches, &c. 


Leſt. any ſhould object, that theſe are Moſaical rites, and 


nothing tothe purpoſe, the Apoſtle brings Chriſts own Au- 
thorky for this, That they that preach the Goſpel Should live of the 
Goſpel, Luke 10. 7. Toe labourer u worthy of bis bire, In which 
words our Saviour doth both authorize his Miniſters to take, 
and oblige the Church to give Salaries. T his thing is an uni- 
verſal right, belonging not to the Apoſtles enely, but to all 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel, in all places, at all times. They 
who preach the Goſpel sbould live of the Goſpel: They that wait at the 
Altar, are partaker: with the Altar, The Propoſition is indefinite, 
and that is as large as an univerſal one, abeuld live, but how? 
1. As men, not wanting any thing that is for necellity or 
honeſt delight. 2. As. Believers, having a care of their 
Wives, children, and Families; for, hs that provideth not for his 
own, bath denied the faith, and is worſe than an whidel, 1 Tim. . B. 
2 Cor,12-14. And 3. Let them live as the EMmbaſſadours of 
Chriſt, that they may by works of piety and charity adorne 
their calling, 


Objectien, Then they muſt haye the Firſt fruits , - Obla- 


tions, c. 

Anſw. 1. That does not follow. For, although thoſe Ce- 
remonies be taken away by Chriſt, yet a way of maintaining 
the Worſhip of God in generall is not taken away; the way of 


maintaining it being one and the ſame generically, though not 


ſpecifically , and both in quantity, proportion, ſufficiency, and 
certaiaty: Otherwiſe the Apoſtles Argument could not hold 
water, who ſaies with an Emphaſis «br» , even ſo, ſince the 
Miniſters of the Goſpell- do ſucceed the Levtical Prieſts and 


Miniſters, let them be maintained by ſome ſuch like way; 


let them that preach the Goſpell,-live of the Goſpell, even ſo, 
that is , ſo liberally, ſo plentifully, ſo certainly as the Leviticall 
Clergy 


* 


"Fn Apology for the Hf) Chap. VIII. 
Clergy lived under the Law. For ſo hath God, not mab, nay- 
God- man ordained, Even fo bath the Lord ordained. The due. 
maintenance then of the Miniſtry is not man's deyice, but 
Gods Decree z; not a humane order, but a Divine Qt#di- 
nation, Which who'oev:=r denies, teſiſteth the Ordinance 
of God, and procureth condemnation to himſelt. 

2+ Thoſe Lawes concerningFiiſt- fruits, Tithes and Offer- 
ings may be conſidered, either as to their ſubAance , ot as to 
their circumſtances; as to their Subſtance, they belong alſo 
untous; for the end of thoſe Lawes was, that the people by 
thoſe Offerings ſhould teſtifie their thankfulneſs to God, tothe 
ad vantage of the Church, the Miniſtry, the poor; to which 
things even the Law of nature doth bind. And if our Ma- 
giſtrates ſhall at this day enact Lawes for the maintenance ot 
Miniſters, we ought to obey them carefully and cheerfully, 
eſpecially in thoſe things which neither contradict the Moral 
Law, nor the Law ot Nature. It followes therefore that 
as the Iſraelĩites were to communicate of their goods to the Le- 
vites, as unto them that adminiſtred their holy things, ſo ought 
Chriſtians at this day freely to communicate of their ſubſtance 
to their Miniſters: And the rather, becauſe the Miniſtry of 
the Goſpell is more glorious, laborious, coſtly, than the Mi- 
piſtry of the Law was, To ſay nothing ( ſajes Bellarmine ) of 
the dignity of the Goſpell-Mimſt1y , which i farre greater than that 
of Aaron's Miniſtry , the Chriſtian Clergie i expoſed to greater pains 
and coſt than the Tribe of Levi was. It concerns new that Miniflers 
be learned , and conſequently, that they ſpend much of their eſtates 
upon their ſtudies, who therefore ought, according to their condition, 
to be maintained honeſtly and fyeely by the geeds of the Church. 

5 Weargue, ab util, from the Profit of it, That which 
will certainly bring a bleſſing upon the doers of ir, is ro be done, 
But an honeſt and liberal maintaining of Miniſters brings 
with it a Bleſſing, as you may read Deut. 14. 22,23, 28, 29. 
26. 12413,14,15+ 2 Chron. 31, 10. Prov. 3. 9 10. Mal. 3. 10,11, 
12. Temporall good things beſtewed upon Gods Miniſters 
are not caſt away, but are as ſeed caſt into the ground, which 
bringeth forth a plentiful] crop: Tithes ( fay the Ribbines) are 
the wall of riches, . becauſe the payment of the Tenth part 
defended the other nine: Hence ĩt was their familiar Proverb, 
Pay Tyihes and be rich. Auſtine obſeryes, that our Ance ſtours 

were 
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were rich, and abounded wich temporal bleſſings, beeauſe ; 
they gave tenth ſo faithtully rs God, Be liberall ro God and 

his Miniſters, and you ſhall finde God more liberall to 

you; for he will not ſuffer his creatures to out · doe him in 

liberality. 

Again, That which takes away many occafions of fin is 
very profitable and neceſſary; But a convenient, ſettled, and 
and ratified Salary, cuts off many occaſions of fin; Therefore 
a certain and ſettled Salary is neceſſary. The Major is an un- 
deniable truth; The Minor may be proved in many particulars. 
1. A certain and ſetiled Salary takes away temprations to 
flattety; were a ſtated maiatenance taken away from Miniſters, 

a fad temptation to make marchandize of ſouls would follo 
upon it. Men will be inelinable to comply with thoſe that 
they hope to get any thing by. The Itinerary Levite, in aug: 
17. Who was fain to accept of what Micab would gi ve him 
( which was but 25 8. a year) complyed with him in hu Ido 
latry , as you may read, verſ. 11. And ſo conſequently the 
Goſpell would be preached with more boldneſs and freedom of 
ſpeech. For, ho almoſt would be ſo bold, as to tax the uicetz or 
te prove the corrupt manners of theſe , from whom they te- 
ceived dayly gratuities ? But where there is a ſeuled and 
ſtated maintenance: there all ſorts of men are freely! and irs © 
differently dealt withall. 2. By this means Miniſters:thall 
not need to be condemned for taking or hay ing more than they 
will confeſs : which although no good men will deſerve to be 
condemned of, yet malignant and corrupt men are apt to 
load them with ſuch ſlanders. 3. Otherwiſe, whaticontribu« 
tion might miniſters exſpect from the wicked world, who 
being reproved, would rather ſuffer them to ſtetve with _ 
hunger, then relieve them. They would be badatrworks ok 
arbitrary charity , who are ſo baſe at works of: neceſſary * 
juſtice z and they who will not ſuffer Miniſtets: td enjoy, 
their own maintenance quietly , will not eaſily give of their 
own to maintain them. 4. By this means pride #ndatrogancy 
is prevented, a fin very familiar to free Contributions g; pride; 
not conſcience, would ſoon principle men 19: Liberality. 
5. By this means Miniſters ſhall be fred from ſeculat cares, : 
and worldly encumbrances, and ſhall not be _ 9 
meat and drink, when they ſhould be ſtudying the Law of God. 

| ; 6, We 
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- Nance; whereby it comei to pals, thatthey, ſins 10 
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| 6, We acpus Adamo, loom thedafſe and danger which fol- 


lowes upon the c- cl Hat which is cuaſed by God. is go 


be avoided; But che. d ing of his Miniſſers i stu⁰,E 


of. Sd, Thesafore j1 15.20 By axdided. IA wewr pecgs not 


to be proved, the minor is proved ufhiciently by hg-Feftionen y 


of the: $pitit ol God. Mali2-8,9, YH 4 man fob G gan pe 


. have robbed. me in fitbes and offerings. I bercfer 78 a16541{cd-with a 
curſa-. A man robs God, When he l Gods 
ITY 


AMiniltexs Tithes, and otherabiogs neceſſary tor their mainte- 
d 


| to avoid 
poverty, ate forced to deſert, Gods ſet vice in publik Admi- 
niſtrations. Therefore! ye ae cunſed wu 4 cutſe; that it, With 
Famine, poveriy, and barrenneſs of the eaith; Fo, 14.44 « 


ſuare to ibe man who deveureth that which # holy, Prov, a5. 


that is , it.is a dangerous thing; ſot, a ſnate caicheth ſoon, 
holdeth lure, * ſuddenly, ; Auſting, — 
de decimis ſpeaks ſharpely, Thon bait loft nine paris, brcanſe, thou 
woenldſt not gipe the tenth z For thi # the juſt procet ding of Cod bat 


thou, who wouldſt not give 4 tenth part, thy. [elf be reduced to 


4 tenub part. | | % 32081 
7. Crying ſinnes are to be avoided; But the Scripture 
reckens'the defrauding of God's Miniſters amaygh crying 
ſianes, Dent. 24. 14,15. Lerem. 22.13. James F. 4. This cry is the 
foulneſs aud grievouſneſs of the ſinne, Which can neitber 
be concealed nor excuſed , but beats Gods ears Conthtualy, 
and provokes him to vengeance, School-men obſerye;four 
Crying fnnes in Scripture , which they compretiend in a 

Diſich thus, 7 * 
The vente ef Blood- ed, and of Sodomy, 
Oppteſſion, end Fraud, aloud do ey. * 
Now if the defrauding the Reaper that reaps down our corn, 
be fo abominable a finne to God; how muck more #ho- 
minable is che defrauding of bis uiniſſers, Who Yeap à crop 

of ſoules for God himſelf? ; th* $39 
8. If we ought to maittain' the Fathers of dur Mah, [rom 
whom ( organically ) we have our naturall being, ahd that 
both by the Law of Gecd, and of Natute; then much rather 
our Spirituall Fathers, from whom (inſtrumentally) We have 


Our 
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our well- being. 1. Maintenance is due tothe Fathers of our 


fleſh from us, Gen. 45. 9, 10%, 11. 2+ Love, and that not onely 
whilelt chey live, but to be expreſt to them even when they 
are dead, Gen. 25. 9. Gen. 50. 2. 3. Reverence, expreſt by 
mouth, heart, and hand, Exed.20,12. 1 Tim. 3. 4. 4 Obe- 
dience, lerem. 35. 18. Col. 3.20. The conſequence is clear from 

x Cor. 4· 1 5. Gal. 4. 19. Philem. ver 19. 1 Theſ. 5. 12, 13. | 
9. They that give diligence to Reading, Exhortation, and 
Doctrine, that minde theſe things, and give up themſelyes 
wholly to them, and ought not to engage their heads or 
hands in the cates of this world, muſt neceſſarily receive a 
ſtated Maintenance of the Church; but ſuch is the duty of 
Goſpell-miniſters, 4d. 6.4. 1 Tim. 4. 13, 15, 16. 2 Tim. 2. 4. 
Therefore had their types the Le vites no part ia the diviſion of 
Canaan, that they ſhould not be engaged in Secul:r affairs, 
and worldly bufineſs, but might be wholly for the Lord, and 
for the Temple; but the Lord was their inheritance, that is, the 
Tithes and otterings due to God, of which the Levites did live, 
and were not ſollicitous concerning any other way of mainte- 

uance, which otherwiſe they would neceſſarily have been. 
ro It Idolaters& Heathens have been/even prodigal toward 
Baals Prieſts and ſeducets, then it doth not become Chriſtians to 
be illiberal and covetous to the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, But 
ſo prodigal have they been, witneſs Jex abel, who maintaind a- 
bove 800. Prielts of Baal at her owne coſts and charges, 
1 Kings 18. 19. whileſt an hundred of the Lords Prophets were 
hid in caves and onely relieyed with bread and water v. 13. ſe 
prodigal were the [dolaters in the Prophet Iſaiabs time, who la- 
yished ſilver out of the bags for their Idols, Iſaiah 46. 6. It grieved 
not Pharaob to maintaine all the Egyptian Prieffs with his owne 
bread . In a generall famine he was ſo farte from making mo- 
ney of the Prieſts lands in the firſt place, that he continued to 
them their inheritances , and gave them their diet ſeverall 
years befides . The Heathens thought not much to offerthe 
renth of theic ſpoyls ro their Gods . And ifthe Papiſts with a 
prodigal liberaliry be willng to ſpend a{lmoſt all upon their fit 
Prieſtlings, and greedy Ieſaites , notorious dcceivers; ſure 
then the faithfull Miniſters of Chriſt may juſtly expect an ho- 
neſt maintenance from their people. Ahab the King of Indab, 
who ſaught to reduce the ——_ of the Lord unto a is 
there- 
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n Aporogy. ar.the *. N ap. VIII. 
therefore: branded winlt big mark 3 T Ha King Abu. 
2 Chron. a8. ee XE, wr legt, yors nod yy mo: 

r1-; AllSacriledgis to be a voice d. bus ta dei aud the Miniſſer 
of. Chili of their ſtipends is g ocriledg iq harghpra &. A he meier 
is plain ol it ſelf, The m Co himialipiayen Mel. v1 
have robbed.m in Tythes ani Offerings. God complains here chat thia 
injury and ftaud was bot o much: done io men a5; ihimielt. 
Sacriledge is not a ſimple theft, but Realing of ſacted thingsy 
which, is the higheſt degree of Tei New that js dW 
is given to holy-uls,.cithet by the ex pre i command of Cod. or 
by the voluntary devotion of: mea: whether it be given 
(ſaick learned Mrz Cartwright upon Prov., 2025.9 torithe 
and ſake of Gods Worſhip, lor the maintaining ef Schodles 
Vniverſities „ or fer the reliefe of the poor, and, if it be a 
wiekedaneſſe and a bart after vowes to require again, that js- 
to call back, or withhold any thing given or yowed to God 
uſe}, Frey. 20. 25, then What notorious impiety ſhall; they 
be guilty of, who having not given any thing . themſelyes, 
ſhall. yet go about to diminiſh and deſtaud us of the gifts ol 
othets: when asajmans laſt will or Teſtament is not changed 
or diſpoſed ef otherwiſe, than as the Teſtator did ordainc, 
Gals C159 . f l y ETTECTITT: 
| 1 Governours of the Common- Welch then take 
ſpecial heed that theyWdo not; engtoſs any Church»revepues 
to themſelves, convert thoſe things, or any of thoſe things unto 


_ private uſes, which are dedicated to facred uſes, and ſo de- 


yolye upon their heads the heavy doome of ſactilegious per- 
ſons, robbers of God, | | 


For who can think that God will let ſuch ſcape, | 
Tbat ds on ſacred thivgs commit a tapr. 


The Eagle burning her neſt and her young ones by a coal 
fetched wih a piece of fleſh from the, Altar doth weth pro- 
pheſie aud. paefigure the raine of thoſe Harpyes and: Vultures, 
and their-paſtetity., who make © bold wich the Churches 
revenues? Ot if ſfuchadeom; be pot praſigured thy the Eagle, 
I am ſure it is prayed for by the Plalmik, Pf. 83, % 2, 
make their Nobles like Oreb and like Zeb, yea all ibein Princes os 
Zebah and Zalmunna, who ſaid, Let us abe to eur ſep 10 

onſes 
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bouſth of God Th poſſeſſion, & Nay and eerraintythe/ time will 

come when they ſhall not onely dilgorge Aike cones what 

wey hiye drunk ddwne Hke Oxen,: dur hen it ſnall repent 

them chadthey he f Huch d tedehec te Inheritance of the 

Lord. Suti Lævellets chat fow'Sacriledye hal rung A fuarr, 2 ln: 
Prov. a0 2. They tee away that whictvis devoted te Goch hne. 
atid God himſelf Will devote them to deſtiuction. Such re- & fiunc 
venue wilt certainly prove as unhappy to their unjuſt de- %, 
tainem, ay C. - Seiu tis hotſe proved to him, afterwards re | 
DolabtHa, to Of, to Antonin, and t a many as had him: N. fre 
and Will create ſdoner or later as many vexations; as the lib. 3 640. 9. 
gold which Q, Cepio found in Tholofane , atowne in France, 

in the Churches thereof, did create to all that did lay but a 
thieviſh hand upon it: Witneſle Belshazzat , Antiochis ; Pome 

prick Thann, Clandius, Fulyiu , Fyrrbs, | &c. whoſe doom 

any Ine tray read in Latent; lib, 2. cp. 4. 7. And no Wons 

der, tor Sacriledge is worſe than Idolatry, for it argue th a 
contempt of all Deity. Rom. 2. 22. Thou that abbofreſt Idols, 
eemmitteſt thou Sucriledge? Thou that abhorreſt falſe Gods, 
doeſt' thou rob the true one, which is worſe? In a word, 

ſuch muſt needs pay dearly for their injuſtice, ho detain: 

that which is anothers; to which iniuſtice there is yet ad- 

ded a ſacrilegious kind of malignity, becauſe Tythes are due 

to God, not onely as an expreſſion of thankfullneſſe ; but 

25 a means to preſerve, and to maintaine his ſacred wor- 

ſhip. | 7 
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CHAP. IX. 


The Anabaptiſts Objefions ate anſwered 
and their Arguments refelled. 


oT Hey object and ſay, true, Tythes were commanded 
1 oftett in the old Teſtament, but this doth not bind 

us under the new, becauſe there is no expreſſe command. 
Miſc The ſame Argument will hold againſt the Lords day, 
againſt the Baptiſme of Infams, againſt all Taxes and ducs, 
becauſe they are not expreſly and by name commanded in 


w Teſtament. | | Ip 
mm M 2 2. Thoſe 
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1 Apology far the Nini firy Chap. IN 
2 Thoſe Tythes which were commanded under the old 
Teltament, are. contioued ſtill voder the new as to theit 
ſpirituall and moral uſe; and ithat upon a $hxcefeld getount. 
1. Vpon the the account of piety! becauſg they ate given to 
God and his Service. 2. Vpon the agequnt ghthanktulinefs; 
For Tythes are a Sacrifice ol praiſe to God ſot his: metcies £04 
wards us, and for the good things which he. beſta ws on us, 
Gen. 18. 22. 3. Vpon the zecount of commutativa juſtice; 
tor. if we have cowell unte them gur ſpititnall thing; it as 
no great matter if we reap their carnal things. Now thee: al- 
though Tithes be not expreſly and explicitly enjoy ned in the 
new Teſtament, yet we are as expreſſy engaged to piety, 
thankfallnefle, and juſtice now as ever. 2 217 9% 4 
Neither doth Chriſt in the new Teſtament expreſly a> 
boliſh the payment of Tythes, when the Phaziſees boaſted 
of their care in paying e ven their ſmalleſt Tythes, he it fo 
farce from reproving them for it, that he commends and doth 
countenance it, Lak, 11. 42. Mat. 23. 25. Theſe onght yo 
10 have done, and not to leave the other undone. He gives no 
commiſſion to neglect the payment of Tythes. Te 092bt- net 
to leave that undone. | Is 46 
Tythes therefore or fixed ſtipends are due to the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel. by a trebble right. Firſt-by a [divine morali 
right, not ceremoniall or judicial: For it is fit and juſt that 
a Miniſter, who feeds the peoples ſouls , ſhould be fed 
the people, that he that preaches, the Goſpel, ſhould live of 
the Galpell,. The old Law concerning the Sabbath and toncern« 
ing Tytbes, at leaft chews thus much ( ſaith Grotius de jure bel- 
Ii lib. 2. cap. 1+) that-Chriſtians. are bound to ſet apart no lef 
than the ſeventh part of time, and is give no leß than the tenth part 
of their excrea{e. to Gods Miniters . It ſhe ws at leaſt thus much, 
tha however they, be maintained, Whether out of Lanes, 
ouſes ,Moneys, Ty thes, &c, yet that they ought to be main 
tained honeſtly and liberally, not ſordidly ard ſparingly, 
Iſtia ſpeaks clearly and learnedly. That which the Law of Grd 
and Nature command. in the gexcrall, that doth the ecclefiaſticall 
Law determine ſpecifically, wholſt it appointeth ſome certain Hipena 
10 be given by tbe. people to their Minifters, 4s Fythes of the bb 
Tythes therefore are not preciſely commanded in of ablo- 
lutely neceſſary under the new Teſtament, neither are they 


unjuſt 
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unjuſt,. whore they are eſtzblifhed by the Magiſtracy, whoſe duty 
it i to take the moſt convenient way for maintaining the 
Miniftry / as may *befti confiſt with the edification di rhe 
Church, and dignity el the faered function. Secondly, They 
are due by a naturaſſ right; Even the very Heathens gave rhe 
tenth part to their Gods, as the GSrertans, the Carthagini - 
ant, the Romans, & c. who gave the Tythe of the ſpoyl to 
Iapiter. And if the Tythe of fuch things, how much rather 
the Tythes of more certain re venue: ; Thirdly, By the'Law of 
nations; amd by the poſitive Law of din nation, Tythes wote 
given by Offs the Saxon king in the year 79. iftethwards 
enceeaſed and confirmed by Etbelwolf in the year 855. who 
gave the tenth part of his owne revenues and of the king- 
dome to God: binding them with this ptayer, VVhoever ball 
adde to thu our gift, let almighty God adde to bis \life many prof- 
perotu dayi y and if any one ball preſume to change or dininith them, 
let him know that he muſt give an account before the tribiinal of 
Cbrif, After him King Athelflone confirmed them in the year 
930. Ina word they have been confirmed; together With 
maguas charta, thirty times by Parliament. 0 207 

By all which it is plain, that the Preachers ot rhe Goſpel 
havs a better title to their tythes than any Nobleman, Knight, 
or Gentleman to their proper Inheritances, For 1. Phe 
were given by our Anceſtors to God and his ſer vice, and cberel 
tore cannot be taken away without ſacriledge; but theEftates 
of Noblemen may be taken from them without faetnedze. 
2. God hath commanded that a fufffcient. hopourable, 
fixed maintenance be given to his Miniſters, 1 'hath been l. 
ready proved. But ſuch aſpecial command hath he not gtyen 
concerning any other men. Therefore tyrhes and things which 
ate ſo God's, are twice God's. 1. Bya divine — — 2 
2. By a humane right ſecundarily, as being dedicat 
and his worthip, 84 

Oh 2. But the people cry out and rayl, ſaying, Tythes 
are burdenſome, they ate Antichriſtian, Icisb &t. 

Anſw. 1. So do the people cry out of taxes, excize, cuſloms 
cc. that they are burdens: therefore hall we ſay, Away with 


taxes, cuſtoms, excile. All things are common amongſt friends? 


2. It little matters what the many headed multitude ſay , 
Seneca could ſay, argumentum peiſimum eſſe turbam, that the com · 


mon 


ed to Hin 
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agu u Ane 2192 
3+ . is not Me gi of Lt e unde ſt. and beſt of 
the people, they do not declame againſt Tythes. 4 
4. Neitker ate Tythes Jewiſh: For firſt, before the Law 
iven by Moſes, Abraham gave Tythes te Melchiſedech of all 
1 he had, Gen. 14. 20, Heb, Fs . lacob alſo vowel: 16 
God the Tythe of all that be bad, Gen, 28. 22. Andiſecondly:; 
they are not payed to the Miniſters ot Chriſt by à ceremo- 
nial tight, but a moral tight, and by a poſitive Law of the 
Nation, as Was proved before, See Repper. de lege Moſis l. 
i 66 10. ' i 
1 5. Neither are they Antichriſtian as many vain men object, 
who Whilſt they are hearers, decry Tythes roſavetheir money; 
but turning preachers take T ythes, diſpute for them and cot - 
tend for additions to be made to them. Tythes are not Anti- 
chriſtian, that are by the Law of nature, by the moral Law. 
by the poſitive Law of the nation, and not by any canonical 
or pontifical Law . How can they be popiſh, Which were 
paid thouſands of years before any. ſuch. beaſt as a Pope did 
ſpring up? | 
6 If Tythes be unjuſt, burdenſome, wicked things, then is 
God the authour of injuſtice, oppreiſion, wickedne(s (which 
were blaſphemy to conceive) for he gave the Tythes to his 
Levites under the Law by a ſpecial command for theit ſub- 


. fiſtence. Neither doth the Goſpel, as I ſaid before; abrogate 


or aboliſh Tythes in general, but rather eſtablich and confirm 
them ſpecifically, as may appear, Mat. 23. 23. Luk, 11. 42: 
Gal. 6.6.1 Cor. 9. 13, 14+ Heb. 7.1.5, 6, 8. And if the Wile 
God thought this way the beſt to maintain his Miniſters, 
who ſhall reprove him? 

7. They are not burthenſome impofitions , becauſe they 
were freely given to the Church by pious and well affected 
Princes, They are not, the peoples burden, for they ate none of 
theirs; Neither they nor their pro parents ever purchaſe d 


them, and why ſhould they repine to part with that which 
is none of theirs. | 12 


8. Let there be ſound out a more 


ſurhcient and certain and 


+ Honourable maintenance, and who will contend forTythes 2 


Bur 


( is - and it matnlenauce 
But ſince it appeats to all wiſe men, that a more juſt and 
trated maintenance cannot be J6hnd bur, why Hou the im- 
portumny of Wildt and unteafonable Wa that this 
epidemicall giſeaſe may be chred, thete ſeems to remain this 
andthisjonly temedy. Let Tythes de göt our of the hands of 
thoſe that have engt oſt them to pl ate uſes: I mean thoſe 
Tyikes which the Lawyen call impropriate, more truly 
improper amd indeed to many unptoſperous, as the holy' 
coalro the Eagli neſt. Of fuch Harpyes Lather ſadly complains, 
huibeſe und many other Conntryes there are's company of Hanpyes,. 
Cn preſed and Que flors, whe have devoured the liberalities of 
Princes given for the maintenance of the Miniſters of the Church, and 
ſach i their envy and malignity , © that it can hardly ꝶ wrung out 
of their clutches, And indeed this is a hard ke, Weir it Is A 
Pringely; à Natliamentary — And I doubt not but 
all⸗godly men will do all they can to bring to paſs ſo gra- 
cious an enterptize. It commended the excellent and Wor- 
thy ſpitits of ſome Londoners, that bought impropriate Tythey, 
and reſtored them to the Churches. Many know by whoſe 
fault this good work was hindered, and what becamg of thehi 
that hindeted it. | MFC Abd 
obj. 3. They argue from Mic. 37 11; the Prieſts teach for hire 
and the Prophets divine for money. ks 
Anf It is one thing to receive hire, and another to be an 
hireling; one thing to be hircd to teach, another to teach 
tor hire. Ihe true Prophets received a reward of their pains 
and that by Chriſts allowance, Mat, 10, 10, but the falſe 
Prophets whom God here reproves, propheſied falſe things, 
and that for hire onely, and pteached pleaſing things onely, 
that they might have a more liberall reward. The Miniſters 
of the Goſpel' do receive Salaries, not as a reward of their 
Miniſtry:, but that they may provide the neceſſaries of life, 
and may perfilt in their ſacred function. LP 
/ 4+ obj. Theis great argument is fathered upon (for I can» 
not ſay gathered from) Mat. 10. 8, 9, 10. Freely ye bays res 
ceived; freely give, Provide 'niither Gold Wor S,, nor braſſe in 
in your purſes. & ci "THE 1 O F 24 — 7 5 2 : 
Aue The Anab:piiky ate dFceived in this late figment of 
theirs. For Chriſt himſelf unties the knot, v. io. The wok 
vas n aportby. of bu met, and appteved it by his owny ex- 


ample, 


* 
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*. 


* 
% 
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Moe jor we finn. ap. IX. 
ample, taking ſomething of the ſubſtance of his rich follovy- 
ers, Luke 8. 3. loby 12, 6. and 13. 29..Neither did the Apo- 
ſtles ordinarily refuſe.Salaries from the Churches, x Cor. 3 
4. 5 6. Phil. 4. 13. WY | 
2: Chriſt here ſpeaketh concerning working of miracles, 

as appears v. 8. and he forbids his Apottles to ſel their micacu- 
lous cares for mony, becaule that gilt was freely:given them by 
God. & they oughttherefore to uſe it freely, As. Elubs refuſed the 
rewardoffered him by 2 the Syrians 2 King 5. ig. 16. 
Theſe words (e have ſreely received ) doth not ſo much re- 
ſpe& the work of preaching , as the working of miracles, 
which is not ſo laborious as the other. | 

3. This command ol, Chriſt to his Apoſtles was onely tempo- 
rat y, a precept ſot thepreſent time, not a moral commandmear; 
neithex can it or ought to be made a perpetual Law. It one - 
ly related to that firſt Embaſſy of theirs to the lewyi, which, 
yas. to be diſpatched with all ſpeed, and they were to avoid 
whatever would retard them in their journey. This is ;plain 

rom our Saviours owne words, Lukes 23. 35. where ſpeak- 
zag of this firſt miſſion of theirs, and the charge he gave them 
then; He ſays; Before I ſent you without purſe, &c. bat now be 
that bath 4. purſe, let him take it & c. As much ay to ſay, the 
former precept that I gave you is valid, Now I give you 2 
new charge. 

4. It is plain that the Apoſtles afterwards lived of the Goſpel 
44 4 J. chat. The primitive Believers offered them all 
their goods, they fold lands and goods for the Apoftels uſe, 


Heu quanium dilamw-«< ill, 
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but now we had rather take the Apoſtles lands and goods 
for our one uſe , or at leaſt are ſo farxe from ſelling all for 
them, that we grudge. miſerably to give unto: thema tenth 
Part. „nner | 

5+ This, precept r as to the ſubſtance of it doch ſtil l bind. 
It engageth us to have hearts free from covetouſneſs, to be 
a pattetn of holinefle, of the contompt of tiches, and of no- 
ble and heavenly minds. | 
6. The Apoſtles wers ſent to heal all manner of diſeaſes; 
TOTS Now 


Derr — — 
Chaps IX. and iti maintenunte. 
/ var Sa Mour förefee ing that ten Would be teady to 

hs 5 thin for Freclth, korb to mike a private gam 
of the gifts} ci roy bug to have trade of 
4957 — d. the — 

8 e the undbitssle Ex- 
beef Pal} £9 1920 19 — 8. Paul got his lving 
o *Hahde Lb; 2355 all the Mmilters 
5 2 bat OT 
Af. t. Nedees nor Helle. xx rticular and fe unf Action 
doe wer make un uni verſal rule. Neither does the Apoſtle here 
ge about to te ay from Chriſts Miniſters that which 
elſewhere he doth allow them. Now he allowes them à right to 
de maintained ot᷑ the Publick, in many —.— 1 Cer. 9. 14. Gal. 
erz. He approves of them that lived of che ae 
OD 5. 6. Nay himſelf received maintenance of ot 
surches, PNA. 18. 2 Cor. 11. f. 

2 Suppodle the Caſe be now as it was then, ceteris paribus fa 
we: will:allo allow the Apoſtle Pauls example to be binding. 
1 H the Preacher be furniſh'd with Extraordinary Gifts, that 
he can perform his work without ſtudy and meditation; fo 
coulu the Apoſtle, 2. If Miniſters can live other wife, and it be 
veceſſary by reaſon of the Churches poverty; in ſuch a cafe of 
neteſſiry the Miniſter ought to deny his right, that he prefadite 
not the Goſpel, and be a burden to the Churclt, 1 Theſ 2:9. 
2 Theſ.3-8,9, But the caſe is not fo now, neither reſpective to 
the Miniſters of the Church, nor reſpective to the Church. For 
r. Miniſters have not that extraordinary and ſupernatural Gift, 
2. The Church enjoys, through the bounty of pious Princes, 
and . Progenirers,' Church. Revenues, dedicated to the mainte · 
nance of its Miniſtry, that they need not be butthenſome to the 
Church, Moreover in the Apoſtles time there was a Commu» 
«ity of Goods, which did abundantly make up the want of 
tythes. We muſt therefore diſtinguiſh of a Church. x. Thete 
55a Charck to be conſtitute d, or in conſtituting which: forthe 
moſt part, is made up of poot and inferiour members, not head - 
ed by powerfull Princes, or tich Magiſtrates, in whoſe hand it 
might be to appoint ſettſed fipends.” Such Was the feſtate of the 
Church in the Apoſtles dime: and here we muſt decline our 
own tight. Moreover, the Apoſties preact*d to Heathens, Who 


knew not the wosth of the Goſpell, nor the neceſſity of a 
N Miniſtry, 
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n Apology for the Miniviry, Chap. IX. 
Miniſtry. 2. There is a Church conſtituted, adorned with 
Magiſtrates, and Lawes, and endued with certain Reyenues and 
Immunities appointed by thoſe Magiſtrates for the Minilters ; 
theſe Revenues are by Divine Right due to theſe Miniſters ; 
therefore Paul acknowledged, that he did receive things neceſ- 
ſary of ſome Churches, as from the Church at Philipp: , Phil. 4. 
16. and others, 2 Cor. 11.8. though he did not of the Church of 
Corinth, nor Theſſalonica. In a word, Stipends are different ac- 
cording to time and place; doubtleſs theſricher Congregations 
bath. may and ought to maintain their Paſtors more liberally 
than the poorer; neither ĩs ĩt equall, that the Stipends of all Mi- 
niſters ſhould ba equal, becauſe of their different Gifts, different 
Labors, different Families, and different quality of their people. 

objecl. G. Many Miniſtecs are rich, and are ſingle men, there» 
fore they aught to preach freely, and live of their own, 

Anſ..1, That does not follow ; For our Saviours Propoſition 
is univerſal, Luke 10. 14. The Labourer is worthy of his hire, that is, 
Every Labourer, be he rich or poor, ſingle or double, or what 


elſe. Melebizedech was a rich King, and yet Abraham payes him 


tythes, Gen. 14. 20. Thou ſbalt not muzzle the mouth of the oxe 
that treadeth out the corne, be he fat, or be he lean. Moreover, if 
a rĩch Miniſter receive nothing of his people, he will expole his 
pooxer brethren to the envy and malice of their people: and 
not onely.ſo, but be a means to ſtat ve his Succeſſour; whetre- 
fore let him receive his due Stipend, and let him give to the 
poor, and convert much to publick uſes. Our Saviour Chriſt 
could eafily have maintained himſelf, and the family of his 
Apoſtles, after a miraculous way ; his Godhead could eaſily have 
provided for his manhood, yet he received of thoſe things 
which were brought him, Tak 8. 3.to inſtruct us by his example. 
The Lord hath not ordained, that they that preach the Goſpel 
ſhould live of their own private Eſtates, that I know of; but he 
has ordained, that they ſhould live of the Goſpel, x Cor. 9 14. 

2. Would this be a good Argument, Many Souldiers are 
rich, therefore let them fight freely, ſpend and be ſpent, 
without exſpeRation or acceptation of pay, and live of their 
own: Thericher men grow, the leſs commonly they care for 
fighting , ( leſt they ſhould loſe their rich lives) much leſs 
would they tight for nothing; For VV bo geil, ſaith the A poſtle, 
io war, at bis own charges. 
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4 fixt Corollary from the Doctrine. 


they be not Unſavouiy Salt. Chriſt hath put upon us the 

Name, oh that Chriſt would put into us the Nature of Salt. 
Now the right and conſcienſcious manner of ſalting and 
feeding is tento!d , Exemplarily, Miniſterially, Diligently, Boldly, 
Loyingly, Zealonſly, Purely, Plainly, Fully, and Since rely. 

1. Let a Minilter teach by ea ample and life, let him leatn to do 
byfore he teach others to learn; for the life of a Preacher hath 
in it the greateſt Argument to Holineſs of life; and will inſtruct 
better, and przvaii more than a thouſand elegant Sermons. 
Men are more drawn by Example than by Precepts; Wherefore 
let us ſew ourſei ves examples of piety, and good works, and 
as patterns which they may follow. Timothy muſt be an example 
of believers in word and Conyerſation, in Charity, in ſpirit , in 
faith, and purity y 1 Tim. 4. 12. and fo muſt Tits, Tit. 3. 7. 
and ſo mult all the Miniſters of the ' Goſpel, 1 Per. 5. 3. 
The tongue indeed teacheth, but the liſe commendeth; for the 
voice of the hand is more powerfull then that of tlie tente 
and gives eſnicacy to it; whiteſt we ſpeak Oracles; let us live 
like Deities. The beſt way of moving the affeRions is one's 
ſelf firſt to be moved, Hethat is firft himſelf perfwaded; (ball 
beiter perſwade others; and no one can preſctibe ſo good Ne- 
madies, auhe that by euperienee knower w Hat is Hurtftrfl. Tr is 
the part of a faithful Paſtor to weep Wirf himſelf befbte he 
call for the tears ot other aud to grieve more inwardly, than 
in an expreſſion. dg ne 


T: the laſt place then, let all Chriſts Miniſters take heed 


He that would have my ke ret. 
Muit weep himſelf y or elſe #le think he Jeers, 


That voyce pierceth the heutt of the Hearets moſt effectually, 
which the lite of the Prescher commands; Fot;-that Preacher 
loles his Authority, whoſe words are not interpreted by his 
Works; Nay, as Auſtine well obſer ves, 4 life anſuitible to the 
Dockrine i of 4 ſoul-kglling, murtherow nature. VVhat 4 monſtrous 
prodigious ſigbt ( ſaies Bernard to I lib, 3. de — 
- 4 
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high degree, and 4 low ſpirit; 4 ſacred Profeſſion aud an execrable 
practice; 4 laborious tongue, and alaty hand; much leaves and no 
fruit, a grave countenance and & light carriage, great authority and 
no ſtability, to look, like a man and ſptak liłę achildef againſt ſuch 
the Apcitle thundere, Rom, 2. 1 21. 7 heu-that teacheſt another, 
teac beſt thou not thy ſelf, & c. Such derogate from the weight of 
their Doctrine, tpey deitroy with their works What they build 
with their words, they dedicate their tongues to God, and 
de vote their ſoules to the Devil. V hat & profound Science good 
for (ſaies Dr. Staughton ig, Fœlicit. ult.ſæculi, p 91,9 2,93. ) with- 
out 4 pure conſcieuce; an Oratouts tongue without an Angels life; but 
1a Meke up 4 Statue like unto Nebuchadnezzat's, whoſe golden haad 
ended in earthen feet; 4s thaugh it were for the preſent to be crowned, 
and shortly ts he broken in pieces; or atoad with 4 jewel, perhaps in the 
bead , but certainly peyſonous all over the body; which is more batefull 
for the one, than precious for the other? let Eloquence therefore fit in the 
lips, but let grace alſo give ſtrength to Bloquence. 
et us therefore imicate our Maſter, who was mighty in deed 
and word, Lake 24. 19, who began firſt te do, and then to teach, 
Act. 1. 1. Himſelt was firſt meek, and pure, aud peaceable, and 
then he began to teach, Bleßed are the poor in heart, the pure in 
heart, the peaceable, Matth. 5. As Iehn the Baptiſi was all voice, ſo 
the all of a Miniſter ought to preach; his eating. drinking, tra- 
vailing, entertaining, clothing, life, and language ſhould all 
breathe out holineſs; whatever he does or ſaies ſhould inſtru 
his flock. Ezra the ſervant of the Lord was indeed 4 Scribe in- 
ftruited unto the king dome of beaven, tor he firſt prepared bis heart 
to ſeek the Lam of the Lord, and ts do it, and then to teach in Iſrael 
Patutes and judgements, Ezia 7.10, Lo, the right way to attain 
to an excellent faculty of teaching. 1. Prepare not the head 
onely, but the heart alſo, 2. Seek with all care and diligence, 
vix. by hearing, reading, learning, meditating, praying. 
3. What muſt be ſought ; not Civil Lawes, not humane Sta- 
tutes, not ſcholaſtical niceties, but ſeck the Law of the Lord, 
converſe in this, meditate of it, peruſe it day and night. He 
that will be a good Preacher mult labour to be a good Textuiſt; 
for Scripture is the beit Interpreter of Scripture, 4. For what 
end? firſt, that we may do it, then that we may teach it. Let 
us labour to be as Glaſſes, in which the repreſentations of all 
xertue and grace may appear; Yea, if we do and teach, we 5hak 
be 
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be called (that is, We 5hall be) great in the kingdome ef beaven, Mat. 
5. 19. Such an one was holy Bafil, whoſe words were thunder, 
and his works lightening. He preaches (laies Nazianzen) with 
a lively voyce, who preacheth with life and voice, making 
good his Doctrine and his Lite, the one by the other. One, 
and the ſame Apoſtle tells us, that Miniſters ſhould not onely 
% dere divide, and rightly diſtribute the word of truth, 
2 Tim. 2.15. butallo 2», walk uprigbtly according to the truth 
of the Goſpel, Gal. 2. 14. All our Nazarites ſhould be purer than 
ſnow , whiter than milk, Lam.4.7. like unto Abſalom, ina more 
ſpiritual beauty, in whom, trom the crown of the head to the 
{ole of his foot was no blemilh, 1 Sz. 14.25. For if thoſe that 
had any blemiſh upon them were forbidden the Prieſts Office, 
under the Law, Lev. 2 1. 17. &c, how ſhall they, whoſe mouthes, 
hearts, hands, are full of fin and filthineſs, be admitted, or ac- 
cepted under the Goſpel ? Wherefore let every Preacher teach 
by words, and works, by lite and Language. It is an eaſie 
thing to ſpeak, but a hard to performe; eaſie to teach in words, 
but preaching with the life, is the life of Preaching ; for, words 
make not ſuch an impreſſion upon the ſoul, as works do; A 
fighting Captain encourages his ſouldiers more then a prating 
coward. The Apoſtle therefore will that Biſhops be blameleſs, 
Tit.1,7. unreproveable, without ſcandall, not without ſinne, 
As were Samuel, Ieremiab, Daniel, Paul, Zachary,1 Sam. 1 2. 3. Ierem. 
15-10. Da. 6. 5. Add. 20. 23. Lukes 1. 6. ſuch were Bucer, Bradford, 
Latimer, d ooper, & c. ſuch ought we to be, that evil men may be 
able to ſpeak no evil of us without lying, Tit. 2. 8. For he may 
truly be {aid to be unblameable, not who is never blamed, but 
who is not blame worthy. Neither does the Apoſtle call for 
men devoid of all tailings, ſuch are not men bur Angels, ſuch 
are members of the Church Triumphant,not the Militant. Many 
men (as Auine well obſerves) live without complaint or ſcan- 
dall, but none without fin. 

2. Let a Paſtor feed his people miniſterialy,by voice and ſound 
Doctrine. The bare Reading of the Scriptures ſeldom conduces 
much co Converſion; the word preached by an Applicatory 
Voice hath ſome kinde of ſecret energy in it, and being ſent 
from the Minifter, as from the mouth of God himſelf, into the 
ears of the Auditots, it carries a great authority with it, and 


faſtens better upon their ſouls, It is requiſite, that a Miuiſter 
of 
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of the Goſpel carry upon hiz breaſt both the &rim and the 
Thummin , have both the light of Doctrine, and Integrity of 
life. The leryant of the Lord thould be apt to teach, 2 Tim. 2.24. 
which apticude denotes both a proneneſs and a fitneſs:he ſhould 
have both a will to communicate, and a faculty of communi- 
cateing that which he knowes : This(ſayes even the Councell of 
Trent)is the primary office of a Bithop;theretore Paul, being now 
| at the door of death, adjures Tuneily to preach the Goſpel in 

every opportuaicy; With all imporiunity, 2 Tim. 4. 152. to in- 
ſtruct firſt himſelf, and then others, 1 Tim. 4. 3 &c. Take hred 
fo thy ſelf, that thou compoſe thy behaviour according to the 
holy rule, and to thy Doctrine, that thou teach others, Blinde 
Watchmen, and dumb dog: are the worſt of creatures, Iſs, 5 6 
10, If a dog, whoſe office it is to watch, to bark, to affrighe 
thieves,be dumb, either by nature, or by ſome diſeaſe,or through 
a birbe, be is altogether uſeleſs, A covetous, proud, idle, luxurious 
Miniſter, hath his mouth Ropp'd by the guilt of that very fin 
which he eught toreprovein others; for, how ſhall he bark 
againſt coverouſneſs, who is himſelf worldly-minded ? The 
ſound of Aarons bells mult be heard, when he went into the 
holy Place to miniſter, upon pain of death, Exed.28.3 :434, 35+ 
A ſadder complaint could not be made, than what a pious and 
learned man of this Nation makes, That this Church has lain 
under theſe 2 fore. plagues, formerly many Miniſters that were 
not Preachers, and now, many Preachers that are not Miniſters. 
3+ Let a Paſtor feed his Flock diligentiy and induſtriouſiy: 
From us, my Brethren, from us, does our mother the Church 
exſpect relief; let us endeavour tothe urmoſt of our power to 
adminiſter the help ſhe exſpects, to remove ſcandals, to heal 
diviſions, to confute Hereſies, to beat down wickedneſs, and to 
demoliſh the ſtrong holds of Sathan. Let us be inſtant 
wies in ſeaſon, when any fair opportunity offers it fell, and 
nee, ont of ſeaſon, when inconvenienciesand dangers do ſeem 
to fleſh and blood to block up the way: Diligence, as it is very 
conducible to many other ends, (for it makes rich, Prov. 10.4. ĩt 
inbrings to Preterment, Prev. 22. 29.) ſo, more eſpecially, is it 
neceſſary the Miniſtry, in the Government and management of 
louls, which is. an Art beyond all other Arts, and requires 
the greateſt accompliſhments, exercitation, union, diſcre- 
tion, &c. For ſome are bruitith and unteachable, ſome 


weak, 
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weak, ſome dull, ſome perverſe, and many ungratefull. 

Let us therefore watch and be hardy: let him that under» 
takes this Miniſterial task, at once furniſh bimſelt with an He- 
. roick and invincible ſpirit, for he ſhall be ſure not to want ex- 
erciſes enough ot his yalour ; For, there are none whom Sathan 
otcner tempteth. ſharplyer aſlaulteth; there are none that ſuffer 
more of forer ſhocks and tempeſts, than the holy and faithtull 
Captains of the Church, whom God hath deſigned to priſons, 
not Pallaces; to hatred and reproach in the world, not to the 
pleaſures and delights of the world; according to that, Rom. 8. 
36. For thy ſake we are killed all the day long; And (which may 
the rather quicken us unto diligence ) behold the indefatigable 
induſtry of Sathan, and his agents, In this decrepit age of the 
world, in theſe laſt and perillous times, they are hurried on with 
a deſperate rage, the Devills ſeem poſſeſſed with ſome worſe 
ſpirit than themſelves, they turn every ſtone, improve the very 
dregs of their malice, and the height of their might, it by any 
means, by ſecret perſwaſions, or hoſtile invaſions, they may 
drag any ſoul to hell with themſelves ; What weeds of Hexeſie 
do they plant? what ſeeds of diſcord do they ſowe? what 
ſtones of ſtumbling do they lay? They compaſs (ea and land to 
gain one Proſelyte. Let us learn diligence of that great Peri» 
patetick, the Devill, who compaſſeth the earth to enſnare ſouls. 
Therefore ſaies Latimer, exhorting the Biſhops to diligence, if 
they will not follow the example of the Saints, the Prophets, 
the Apoſtles, of Chriſt Ieſus himſelt, yet let them be provoked 
by the diligence of the Devil. whoſpates no pains, but carefully 
viſics, inſtructs, and inciteth his ſervants and diſciples. Nayghe 
Seait ſelf is reſtleſs, the Heavens are turned about with an un- 
interrupted motion, and the Sun returns with its unwearied 
light, from the ſame to the ſame goals continually: And do 
ſenſleſs bodies perſect ſo many motions ſo conſlantly, and ſhall 
the great lights of the Church lurk within their ſockets, ruſt 
with idleneſs and dulneſs? Idleneſs is hatefull to God in eve 
Calling, but eſpecially inthe Miniſtry. Curſed be he that dot 
this work of the Lord negligently. 

It thou be a Miniſter of Chriſt, hoc age, minde this thing 
onely, be intent upon it, diligent in it. The life of a Miniſter 
is not an idle life, a delicate eaſie life; we are appointed to 
work in the Lords Vineyard, Namb. 8. 24. and not to play. It 

| unbecomes 
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unbecomes the Miniſters of Chriſt then to bs Carders, dicers, 
hunters, Merchants, Souldiers, Husbandmen. & c. For. if ic 
be unfit that they mould leave the preaching of the Word 
to letve tables, ict. 6. 2. much more uafit is it for them 10 
negle& that work, to employ themſe)ves ia things quite ct 
a different nature. There is hire due, but it is to the Labourers; 
there are ſome worthy of double honour, but it is they that 
labour ſtill: This office which we have, is not an eafie, but a 
laborious Task, which alwayes hath been accompanied with 
more care than credir, whoſe {weat is greater than its crop. 
Know ( ſaith Auſline) that the name of a Bishop #s not a name of 
worth ſo much as work , of dignity ſo much 4s duty ; and that thoſe 
are Bishops, who had rather convert their pecple then command them. 
And therefore our Miniſtry is called ig — not an honour, 
an employment not enjoyment, a labour not a loytering, 1 Tim. 
3. T. 2 Tim. 4. 5. 4d. 15. 38. 1 Cor 3.13. EP. 4. 12. Phil. 1. 22. 
1 Theſ. 5. 13. 2. Neither is it an eaſie, but a laborious paigfull 
work, not , an ordinary labour, but »ime, a working even 
. unto-wearinets, I. hn 4. 38. 1 Cor. 3.8. 2 Cor. 10. 15. G41. 4. 11. 
x Theſſu z. 5. and 5.12. 1 Tim 5-17, z. It is called , that is, 
fuch a labour as hath much difficulty in it, 2 Cor 11.27. 1 Theſ. 
2.9. 2 Theſ. 3,8. 4. It is calledo»+9;, a care, and vehement 
ſtudy, 2 Cor, 7,12. 5. 4s, a dilirafting cate, 2 Cor. 1x. 28. 
Phil. 2.20. 1 Tim. 3. 5. 6. It is ſuch a work as requires the 
whole man; therefore we are commanded to give up our ſelves 
wholly to theſe things, and to continue in them, 1 Tim,4. 15,16. 
that is, Let theſe things be thy ſtudy thy care, thy employment. 
thy practice, thy whole buſineſs. Therefore we are command- 
ed to wait on our Miniſtry, Rom.12. 7. and to give our ſelves con- 
tinually to it, AR. 6.4. and to fulfill it, Col.4. 17. And hence we 
are called Shepbeards, Souldiers, L abourers, as I ſaid before, 
Neither are we without examples of this diligence. Moſes 
was faithfull in all Gods Houſe, Heb. 3.2. He was taithfull in 
delivering to the people the Commands of God, and governing 
them according to the minde and will of God. Samuel cealed 
not to exhoit the people, and to pray for them, 1 Sam. 12. 23. 
Chriſt himſelt was not ſometimes but dayly in the Synagogue, 
teaching, and in the Temple, Mat.26.55. Luke 19.47. It was 
his cuſtome ſo to do, Luke 4.16. He ſpent the day in preaching. 
and the night in prayer, Luke 21.37. See the indefatigable 
diligence 


4 
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diligence of the Apoſtle Paul, 2 Cor. 11. 23. ta the 30. He was 


unweariedin his deing, and inyiacible in his ſuffeting: How 
many Cities and Countreys did he enlighten with the Golpel? 


Jeruſalem , Illyricum , Damaſcis , Antiach , 4rabia, Seleuciay Cyprus, 


P amphylia, P:fidia, Lyxdonis, Syria, Cilicia, Phrygia, Calatia, Myſia, 


roa Adhaia, Epyrus, and many others. It is reported of Farellw, 


that, being hindred by no difficulties, threatnings, reproaches, 


frighted with no perſecutions, he gained to Chriſt the Mompei- 


gardenſes the Aguilenſes, the Lonſannenſes, the Genevyizes, the No- 
vocomenſes. T hat which is reported of Calvin is diligence almoſt 
to a miracle; that he preach'd yearly Two hundred Eighty 
and fix Sermons, read an hundred eighty and fix Lectures, 
beſides a multitude of Epiſtles which he wrote concerning 


"ſundry points in Divinity. Hew often do we meet with 4. 


x; nicer , Yeſterday and to day in Chryſoitame: although yeiterday 
1 (poke to you of this thing, yet L will not forget it to day 
(ſaid he) nos will I fail to preach the ſame to morrow, and 
heaceforth, The Ancient Fathers gave themſelves wholly to 
their ſtudy; the leaſt part of their lite was ſpent in fleep, little 
in eating and drinking,and none at all in idleneſs, Origen lolt no 
time in his life from his ſtudies, Let us therefore bring under 
our bodies by watching, faiting, praying, pains-taking, mortifi- 
cation of the fleſh, ſuſtaining all perſecutions, abltaining trom 
all carnal pleaſures, incentives to fin; There is eminent danger 


in indulging the fleſh, x Cor. 9. 29. The time is ſhory, the work 


reat the reward greateſt of all. Contemplate of the Crown. 
And that we may be the better enabled to carry on the work, 
let us love; for nothing is ĩmpoſſible to love, irrunns, it flies, 
it overcomes all difficulties, cant. 8. 6. 7. 2 Cr. 5 4. Cen. 29. 20. 
The Peter that loves Chriſt will feed, feed, feed; Jobs 21.1511 6. 


feed by preaching, feed by practiſing, feed by printing. Zachary, 


when he could not ſpeak, wrate: the voice of the pen is 
louder than the voice of the tongue: By this we can ſpeak 
to _ that are at adiſtance ; nay; hy this, being dead we yet 
ſpe . 14 Lb. I Wa 0 8 
4. Let a Paſtor feed his people bel!y, and freely, Let us 
undertake, undergae, and accomplich our Miniſtty, with 2 
confidence full of courage, with a courage devoid ot ear. Let 
us commit our ſhip to the windes; It is neceſlary to {43}, not 
ſo tolive, as Ceſar {aid heroicatly. They that fear the hatrad, 
Q Or 
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or reproaches of the world, will{pon faint, and flagge? There 
is therefore requĩſite a boldneſs, and confidence of Spirit to con- 
temn the contempt of the World. It is a prime vertue id a Minis 
ſter io oontemn, and to be a be contemued. Az ir becomes a 
Commander to dye ſtanding, fo it behoves a Miniſter of Chriſt 
to die ſuſfering and doing ſuſta ĩaing aud abſtsining, preaching 
and praying, and chearfully to undergoe all that cin be laid 
upon him for the love ot Chriſt, This is indeed to eadure 
hardibipy 2 Tim. 2. 3. to ſuſtaĩu croſſes, toentertain injuries, and 
do retain a heatt hardened againſt all the affronts of an enraged 
world; Like Chriſt, who let his face as a flint, becauſe the 
Lord was his helper, I/a. 50. 7. And therefore he ſtood un- 
moved in the greateſt ſtorms, uncor quered by the greateſt rage; 
Hke à roche againſt which the roaring waves do daſh them- 
ſelves, and go into foam; or like an Adamant, which breaks 
in pieces the ſtones and hammers which would break it. Let 
others feat and fly, let us contend and continue even unto 
death, Take Bi for an example, who being circumvented 
by lpbicratet the 4ibenian Captain, anſwered his Souldiers that 
asd him what they ſhould do, VVhat should ye de, but con ſalt 
your own ſafety, and for my part ] will dye fighting. Chriſt letus 


- ſeems to beſpeak us as Alexander beſpoke 4texander, either fight 


or change thy name : Either carry on thy Miniſtry couragioully, 
and tulſilb ic conſtantly, or ceaſe to be a Miniſter, It is the chief 
buſineſs of a Miniſter, by ſpiricual weapons to :demolith the 
ſtrong holds of Sathan; but this will not be done by flatteries, 
and pleaſant ditties; but by this boldnefs, and freeneſs of ſpeech, 
with-which we reprehend ſharply, all errors, here ſies, taigning 
ſinnes, oſpecially conſciences waſting ſinns in alt men, high and 
low,, great and ſimall, without any reſpect of perſons: we mult 
be like clear aud ſpotleſs glaſſes, which flatter no one, but 


. zepreſents all perſons and things faithfully, as they are. 


un 17 N. difference wait be put ti vt man and man; 
yheiher 4 Trojane, or 4 Tytian, 


e AE, p | 
Nathan reproved King David, Elijab King 4hab, Elizha King 
Jehoraws, Hoſes the King's houſe, mo King Ieroboam, Iobn Baptiſt 


King Herod,: Paul the Goyernow Felix, Chryſoftome Fudexw, 
Anckroſe Ebeodeſiue the Emperour, whom he alfo excommuni- . 


cated 
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cated for Vietenes done to the: Theſſalonians, Let us tkerrſom 
boldly and freetyraxes prinevly-populat;plauible inne and 
ſo ſhall e be the children of clic Prophets; Let us not be over» 
come With fear, het fear to be evercomey either by might, ot 
malice; but with an honelt kiude of mwpudence ſpeak out the 
truth, knowing that We are the meſſengers of God, who will 
act, direct, protect us, Iſa. 42. 6. 0.7. ler. To 8. 18, 19. ler. 2 8. 
throughout, eſpecially v. 11. ILE. 5,9. God will not forſake 
His, in theſe laſt and wotlt times, hom he knowes unable to 
ſubſiſt or perſiſt without him; Therefore he. bids them nat to 
be afraid though br iars and thorm be with them; nay, though 
they dwell amongſt ſeorpions, yet not to be afraid, Ez#k 2. 6. 
Every coward in Gods cauſe is a murderer, according to that, 
rat db, Sele, and of all cowards they are the moſt notorious 
that have God for their Captyin ; For, what need they be 
afraid or briars or thorns, who ha ve the good will of him that dwelt in 
the bu g 81209 

5. Let a Paſtor feed his people lovingly. Let all things be 
ſweetned with love, x Cor. 16.14, Let prayers, Sermons, re- 
proofs, exhorcations, all low from this Fountain, Let all things 
be done with charity. Let the fire of zeal be kept burning with 
no other tewel than the oyl of compaſſion, Ier. 13. 17. Luke 
19. 41. Gal. 4.19. Thus the good Samaeritane pours wine and 
oyl into the wounds, wine to ſearch, and oy} to ſupple. If there 
be need of ſeverity, let us play the good Chirurgions, who : 
when they apply Corroſi ves to prevent death by the wound, 
adminiſter Cordialls to prevent fainting by the Corroſives; 
and chear up the patient, telling him it is onely in a tendency 
to his health. No one is fit indeed to reprove, but he that loves 
the party to be reproved, that ſo the reproot may be in com- 
paſſion, not in paſſion, tor His reſtautation, and not his ruine. 
The Apoſtle Paul therefore will have our ſharpneſs tempered - 
with mildenels, and lenity, 2 Tim. 4. 2. 1eprove. rebuke, exhort with 
all long- ſuffering, not beiug enraged at the dulneſy and unduti- 
fulnets of our Auditors; Let us not offend any by a proud ſeve- 
rity, or a ſupercilious gravity. but by mildeneſs, and a ſweet 
compoſure of manners and b:haviours ſtrive to win them, en- 
gage them to us, and make them our own, ſo thail we be able 
to have an Influence upon chem, prevail wih them, and live 
profitably and comfortably among them. Love me (aid 

O 2 „ Auſtine) 
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affine). and (ay. wht yOu; wi ad do what vo wilt; 
As an Oratous .ſhoald ot encly'be 9q9aHfied With prude ner, 
but with benevolence alle; iſp a-Predchert': For } asthe Phi- 
loſopher obſ{erves) ĩt contbutes much / to the creditableneſꝰ 
of the Otator, it the Audiconrs e pexſwyaded that he ſhands. ' 
well aſſected to them.. he. graviry bf Miniſter mould not 
be ſuch as may alfi ighi men from going before him, but fuch 
a compoſe tiiem to te vereger, Ahat do tome. Let un feed the 
Flock of Chriſt, not impetiouſly, as Lordi, much leſs, rigidly, 
as Ty rants; but gravely vnd mildelyy as Fathers, Wird a 
fatherly bene volence and. affection y deſirimg rather to be 
ved. then feared. - Fo this mu poſe feds. Zatrentimy upon 
1 Pet. 5. 3. Let evety Paſtor govern the Chureh providentty, 
and. ptudently, not ſtraining his power to its urmoſt rigour, 
but exerciſing a ſpirit of Lenity; not alwayes, in all things, 
towards all, uſing bis gtmoft power and -aurhority, but 
ſometimes denying ſomething of his own right, as aut 
offtn did, 1 Coreg. 124.2 Cir-342. 2 Theſ;3i 9. In a word, let 
us imitate Baſil; who, for patience and conſtancy was an 
Adamant, for meekneſs a Loadſtone. 

6. Let a Paſtour feed his flock zealevſly , not eatelefly and 
coldly. Let us cry aloud; and lik up our voyce tiks a 
Trumpet, | becauſe. we ſpeak to dead men and ſtones: Let 
us pray the father of Light to touch our tongues with a coal 
from the Altar, that our lips may breath out nothing but 
what is pure and heavenly; that we may be Lamps, burn- 
ing in zeal, faith, and Love, and ſhining in words and works; 
that we may becoals to our ſelves, and lamps to our people; 
fuch was lohn, Ieh. g. 35. Wherefore Chriſt gave not flethly, 
bur fiery rongaes-ro the Primitive Preachers, that they might 
preach zealouſſy with them, and enflame the hearts of their 
hearets, Act. 2. 3. Excellent is that commendation of Tuther, 
FF bateper Luther ſpeaks, or-awnites. pieces into the beurts, and leaves 
4 wonderfull fling in the conſctences of the hearers. Let us look 
unto our Saviour, whom zeal for-Gods glory eat up. Let 
us imitate Elijab , qui zelande cela vit, who was very zeatonstor 
the Lord, all fire for God, whom God therefore ſent for 
in a Fiery Chariot. Let us imitate Elitha . 1ſaiab , Ieremiab; 
(Jer. 20. 9. lohn Baptiſt , Paul, Gal: 2. 11. Who all being en- 
flamed With. the fire of Love did burne the cold hearts of their 

r — 9 hearers, 
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hearers with zcatous Difcourſts, Let our hearts, out tongue: 
our bands; be all of a fite, ahat wemay men from fin 
unto Gad. Even immaderate zeal is bettet-than coldneſs in 
Gods-cauſc, — is an error —— and not a — error, 
Let us e&nothing trough id ſeneſe or cowardim, which 
may: — the Salvation of the ſbules of our people. 
In a. ward, let us imitate che holy Seraphims ( who have 
their name from fire) who burning in 2eal, are-atwayes in 
readineſs. t execute-every command- of God; having with 
them fix wings, wich which-we may ſpeedily move upward, 
downward, forward, backward, on this hand, on that hand, 
23: God calls. So zeakous was the Angel whe had the ever- 
laſting Goſpel to preach, who did not creep, ner walk, nor 
run, but fly with a ſwift wing through the midſtof Heaven, 
Rey. 14. 16. See VV ard's Coal from the Altar: p. 390. 

7. The word of God is to be diſpenſed prrely; without 
any ſophiſticall or ſuperſtitious comments. Let nething be 
ſaid of God, withour Gods authority, In all doubts we' 
muſt have recourſe to the Law, and the Teſlimony, I/. 8. 
20. Moſes returning from the Mount brought commands, not 
his own, but Gods, Ed. 19. 7, 9. The Apoſtles Commiſſion 
runns net for them to teach humane Traditions; private 
Fancies, but to teach all things that Chriſt Jeſus had com- 
manded them, Mat. 28. 20. that is, either by himſelf, or by 
his Prophets, Therefore the Apoſtles themſelves father their 
Doctrines upon Chriſt, 1 Ce. 11. 23. I have received of the 
Lord that which alſo I have delivered unto you t fol Theſ g. 2. re 
know what Commandements we gave you by the Lord Jeſus, ; As 
much as if he had ſaid, The Commandements which I gave 
you are not mine but Chriſts, he is the-Law-givery I amonely 
his Meſſenger. So alſo 1 Pet,q 11. If any man ſpeak, let him ſpeak” 
45 tbe Oracles of God; Let him be a Teacher well inſtructed it 
the Word of God, and produce Oracles, as it were, out of 
Gods mouth. God cannot abide unfawtull Mixtures ,'that 
men ſhould play the huxters with his Word, or plow with 
the oxe of his Word, and the Aſſe of humane traditions together. 
God will net have men ſet their threſholds by his, and their 
poſts by his poſts, Exel. 43. 8. VPhat is the chafſe to the wheat?” 
What are falle- Prophecies to the truth of God? Jer. 23. 28. 
Mens inventions are like light and empty chaffe, that has 

no 
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np ſubſtance; in ita not giys any 8 nourichme nt, but 
Gods, Word is nutritive, like the puteſt ys 
to be diſpencers of HE MHiniſtries of God ebe < 
out ,0 Wn, graundig{s.canceptions z pt toni ol the ald way 
and Doctrine, not coiners of a ne, it an Angel from heaven 
ſhauld pregch any other, Goſpell, let him be accurſed, Gali z. &. 
Re ject therefore all new and feigued worthips „and worſhip 
God after, a Way that is GOd s. oil n 

8. The word of God ,js to be diſpenſed plainly... Me. is 
the beſt Preacher, not who ſeiatcheth che ent, but who 
pricketh and pierceth the heart. I hetefore does Paul profels, 
ch at he had rather ſpeak u Ve words in a knovvn and intelligible 
Language, than five thouſand in 2 ſtrange! and unknown 
tongue, 1 Cor. 1419. Let us preach a crucified Chrilt ĩn a cru- 
ciged tile; not with the petſwaſive words of mans wiſdome, 
but in the demonſt; ation of the ſpirit and power: not Rheto- 
rically; but Apoſtolically, not ſo much finely , as ſoundly, 
not ſo curiouſly as caretully , notiſo idmitabiy as intelligibly. 
Let our ſpeech be ſimple without figures, plain without 
myſteries, pure without mixture; not curious, painted; 
affected, unneceſſatily adorned : and ſo ſhall they be as fiery 
darts piercing the inmoſt conſcience, and ſtrong hammers 
breaking the hardeſt rock. 

9+. The Word of God is to be diſpenſed fully, For, ſo runns 
the Diſpenſers Commillion, Mat. 28. 20. «ll things zphatſeever, 
&c. The leaſt particle of Gods Word is not fraudulently to 
be detained, but the whole counſel of God, without addition 
or diminution. is to be declared, 4#,20,27.- And then, it any 
ſoul dye, it Ghall, fall by us own hand, and not by ours, 
and its blood charged upon its. on head, not ours, when 
we ſhall faichfally have diſcharged our duty without fraud 
or fallacy , in preaching, exhorting, warning. threatuing, and 
explaining. all thiogs needfull to ſalvation, Let us imitate 
tho noble {pirited Micaj ab. who profeſſed freely 1 King 22.14. 
that he would not ſpeak what the flattering Courtiers would 
dictate to him, but whatthe Lord ſhould command him. 

10. Let a Paſtor feed his flock, and diſpenſe Gods Word 
fincerely, not deſigning his own proſit or credit, but Gods 
glory, Phil 4 17+. ſo that Chriits authority, renown, and ho- 
nour may be exalted; let us re joyce, though our own be 
eclipled 
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eclipſed, nay extinguiſhed, 1ob.3.30, Ambition was the firſt 
mother of Hereſie; Let ut therefore truly and ſincerely 
preach the Way of the Lord, and ſtudy to promote his glory. 
For them that honour him he will honour. 

Above all, thou man of God, flee covetouſneſs. The love 
of money diſtract- the miiſde, makes it unſit for its lacred 
employment, and ſhoulders out Hoſpitality and Charity. 
We are Gods Souldiers, now no Souldier entangleth himſelf 
with the affairs of this life, 2 Tiw.2. 4. They are unworthy 
the name of Chriſts Minifters, Who gape after the private 

more than they defirethe public k good of the Church, 

that male a trade of their ſacred function, undertaking it not 
to bring ſoules wo eternall life, but to bring themſelves a 
temporall livelyhood. Covetoufneſs is abominable in all 
men, but eſpecially in Miniſters, ſuch therefore are called 
greedy doggs, Iſa-56.1r. that prepare wart againſt every one 
that putteth not into their mouthes, Mic. 3.5, that pollute the 
name of God amongſt the people, for handfulls of barley, 
and pieces of bread, for any light gain, Ezek.t 3.19. This in 
Biſhops is called «oxpaytic, filthy gain, becauſe it is gotten 
filthily, unworthily, flattetingly, not without ſtaining and 
ſullying the Miniſteriall dignity. This the Apoſtle condemns 
again and again, 1 Tim. 3. 3. Tit. 27, 11. 1 Pet. 5. 3. Who can but 
condemn the prepoſterous care of a Livelyhood, which ſome 
Miniſters ſtand guilty of, who beſtow more thoughts about 
breeding and feeding their cattell, managing their land, and 
ſuch heterogeneous buſineſs;than in their {tudies, or the Promo- 
tion of Salvation of the peoples ſoules : whom you may fitlyer 
call Feeders of cattel, than Feeders of Chriftians, whileſt they 
converſe more in their ſtables than in their ſtudies, as though 
they ſtill looked for Chriſt in a manger. Not that itis abſolutely 
unlawfull for a Minifter of the Goſpell (ſo it may be without 
prejudice to his employment and ſtudy) to haveſome moderate 
care of his temporall concernments, Cas about his cattell, and 
Iand, or ch+ like,) but cheiffy let him take heed to himſelf, 
a id to hi Doctrine, *and not be anxious or ſolicitous inordi- 
nately concerning a temporall ſubſiſtance; For the Lord is out 
inhetitance, it we be faithfull Vine- dreſſers, and reape rs for 
him, he will be vineyards, fields, and harveſts unto us; 
Chriſt will fuffer his ſent· ones re want nothing, Luke 22.25, 
Wo 
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Wo to thoſe drones then, that do not feed, but feed upon 
the flock; Theſe the Prophet ſtrikes through with a ſharp 
datt, Ezek, 34. 2, 3. For it is our duty to ſeek the peace more 
than the Ficece of our Flocks, 2 Core 12.14. I ſeek nat yours 
but you; We Wete ordained fiſhers of men, not of moneys; 
It ought therefore to be our care (as 4quines hath taught us) 
to promote, and eiicreaſe ſpiritual good in our people, rather 
than to procure and gather temporal goods for our ſelyes, 
Mr. Rollock , that famaus. Scottich light, profeſt, that of all his 
Stipends he had not hoarded one penny; for that theſe w orkely 
things were never a care to him, Calyin, that choice man 
(not to be named without an honourable Preface ) never 
ſtudied to entich himſelf; for all his goods (together with 


bis Library, ſold at the belt rate) were hardly worth Three 


See Mo- hundred Crowns. | 
tte to 4 


faithful Laſtly, To all theſe things we muſt add Preyer, for our 
clſcharge oflel Vet and for our Flocks; For, beſides diligent Reading. 
the Mini- Prayer and Temptations are requiſite (ſaith Luther) to make a 
Feriall cal- good Divine. Whileſt the hand turns over the Book, let 
lng in the eye turn toward God; and never forget to importune 

Bowls nis directing, aſſiſting, emboldening, enlarging ſpirit, from 
paſt. E. hom all thy ſufficiencies are: And thou wilt finde, that 


Tong g.t0 have Prayed well, is to have Studied well. 
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